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ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

DECISION  NOTICE 

FINDING  OF  NO  SIGNfflCANT  IMPACT 

CRANE  MOUNTAIN,  DESERT  MOUNTAIN  &  CANYON  CREEK 
SNOWMOBILE  TRAIL  GROOMING 

SUMMARY 

This  Decision  Notice  selects  Alternative  #2  of  the  Crane  Mountain,  Desert  Mountain  &  Canyon 
Creek  Snowmobile  Trail  Grooming  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  to  allow  continued  grooming 
of  the  above  snowmobile  trails  to  include  the  addition  of  the  Taylor  Creek  Road. 

BACKGROUND 

Because  of  the  concern  for  public  safety  on  National  Forest  lands,  Flathead  National  OfiBcials  met 
with  interested  area  snowmobilers  and  FWP  officials  to  develop  a  plan  for  a  safe  and  efficient 
snowmobile  trail  program.  The  Flathead  Snowmobile  Association  (FSA)  was  founded  in  1972, 
trails  were  established  on  National  Forest  lands,  groomed  by  an  FWP  groomer  now  operated  by 
FSA  persoimel.    Multi-Party  Agreement  was  signed  in  January  1987,  which  included  the  Canyon 
Creek  and  Crane  Mountain  trails.  Amendment  #1  signed  in  October-November  1988,  added 
Desert  Mountain  to  the  trail  system. 

The  Multi-Party  Agreement  was  updated  and  signed  in  August  1995.    Approximately  10  miles  of 

trail  has  been  added  to  this  trail  system  with  the  permitted  grooming  of  Taylor  creek  Road 

(#9790)  and  a  connector  trail  over  the  Whitefish  Divide  between  Taylor  Creek  and  Canyon  Creek 

Roads  to  connect  to  the  Olney  Trail  System.  In  1992  FWP  began  a  process  to  complete  a 

programmatic  environmental  assessment  for  snowmobiling.  The  Programmatic  Environmental 

Review  dated  September  1993,  required  that  specific  environmental  assessments  be  written  for 

each  snowmobile  trail  system  groomed  using  fimds  generated  fi^om  the  percentage  of  the  gas  tax 

which  goes  toward  snowmobile  recreation.  With  the  aid  of  a  consultant,  the  Flathead 

Snowmobile  Association,  and  the  Flathead  Grooming  Coalition,  an  environmental  assessment  was  o 

written. 

Public  comment  was  solicited  on  the  draft  EA  fi-om  October  21  through  November  25,  1996;  and 
an  open  house  was  held  to  receive  public  comment  on  October  29.  A  total  of  45  written  and  oral 
comments  were  received  relating  to  both  this  EA  and  the  Obey  EA;  of  which  35  were  favorable, 
7  neutral,  and  3  unfavorable  toward  one  or  more  of  the  alternatives. 

OBJECTIVES 

The  objective  of  this  EA  was  to  look  at  site-specific  concerns  in  the  above  area  in  relation  to 
snowmobile  grooming.  These  included  aesthetic  values,  wildlife  values,  recreational  conflicts 
between  motorized  and  non-motorized  users.  With  public  involvement  and  mput,  alternatives 
were  established,  and  recommendations  made.  O 

Q 


ALTERNATIVES 

Three  alternatives  were  developed: 

Alternative  #1 :  No  Action.  Financing  from  FWP  would  cease.  Trail  grooming  would  no  longer 
take  place.  Roads  in  the  area  would  continue  to  be  used  by  snowmobilers.  Safety  to  all  users 
may  sufifer.  Major  accidents  could  occur.  Control  of  users  in  critical  wildlife  areas  would  suffer. 
Unmaintained  trail  heads  may  create  unsatisfactory  traffic  conditions. 

Alternative  #2:  Retain  existing  groomed  trail  svstems  with  changes  as  proposed  bv  wildlife 
biologist  on  Crane  Mountain  and  addition  of  Tavlor  Creek  Road,  both  approved  by  separate  EAs 
and  Record  of  Decisions.  Grooming  would  continue.  Financing  would  continue.  Safety  to  all 
trail  users  would  continue.  Control  of  users  in  critical  wildlife  areas  would  continue.  Parking  and 
trail  heads  will  provide  satisfactory  conditions.  Users  would  be  satisfied  with  the  outdoor 
recreation  opportunities  provided  by  the  groomed  trails. 

Alternative  #3:  Alternative  #2  plus  grooming  of  the  west  side  of  road  along  Hungry  Horse 
Reservoir  to  the  bridge  just  before  Spotted  Bear  Ranger  Station.  Due  to  the  changes  at  Crane 
Mountain  for  wildlife  concerns  and  the  addition  of  Taylor  Creek  trail  on  Canyon  Creek,  this 
proposal  was  dropped  from  ftirther  consideration  in  the  final  EA. 


CONCLUSION 

It  is  my  decision  to  implement  Alternative  #2.  This  alternative  reflects  current  use  patterns, 
protects  wildlife  through  spring  closures,  and  recognizes  that  snowmobile  use  would  continue 
even  if  grooming  in  the  area  ceased.  Wildlife  concerns  will  be  addressed  through  spring  closures, 
and  through  education,  signing  and  enforcement. 

Recreational  conflicts  between  motorized  and  non-motorized  users  will  continue.  Since  there  are 
several  areas  available  to  non-motorized  users,  providing  a  location  for  motorized  use  will  balance 
the  multiplicity  of  recreational  demands  in  this  area.  In  addition,  grooming  fiinds  recipients  will 
be  responsible  for  conducting  public  education  efforts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  trail  system  to  include 
the  use  of  signing,  mass  media,  and  programs  on  snowmobile  safety,  responsible  use  of 
snowmobiles  on  public  and  private  lands,  and  avalanche  safety. 


Dan  Vincent  Date 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Programmatic  Environmental  Review  Program  dated  September  1993,  lists  in  appendix  A, 
proposed  projects  which  may  be  categorically  excluded  from  the  environmental  review  process. 
If  a  project  satisfies  number  1  below,  the  project  qualifies  for  a  categorical  exclusion. 

1.  Continuation  of  an  existing  program  with  no  on-ground  changes 
and  that  has  previously  satisfied  MEPA  reviews. 

Projects  that  do  not  satisfy  number  1,  but  do  satisfy  numbers  2  through  7,  qualify  for  a 
categorical  exclusion, 

2.  Snowmobile  trail  on  federal  lands  is  already  incorporated  in  U.S. 
Forest  Service  or  Bureau  of  Land  Management  travel  plan  and 
Multi-Party  Agreement  has  been  signed. 

3.  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (FWP)  wildlife  clearance  has 
been  obtained. 

4.  Snowmobile  Project  Agreement  has  been  signed  by  sponsor  and 
Dq)artment. 

5.  Project  is  on  an  existing  roadway  or  previously  ungroomed 

snowmobile  trail.  ^ 

6.  Development  or  improvements  on  federal  lands  have  already 
satisfied  NEPA,  or  state  lands  have  already  satisfied  MEPA,  or 
development  and  improvements  are  upgrades  or  repairs  of  existing 
facilities  or  structures  which  do  not  require  any  onground  changes. 

7.  Trail  is  not  a  wilderness  study  area  or  designated  nonmotorized 
area. 

If  the  proposed  project  does  not  meet  the  requirements  necessary  for  a  categorical  exclusion,  it 
must  be  reviewed  in  accordance  with  the  Environmental  Review  Criteria. 

THE  PROJETT  MKFTS  NUMBERS  2  THROUGH  7  AND.  THEREFORE.  DOES 
OUAT.IFY  FOR  A  CATEGORICAL  EXCLUSION.  HOWEVER.  FWP  OFFICIALS 
DETERMINED  IN  SEPTEMBER  THAT  CATEGORICAL  EXCLUSIONS  ARE  NO 
LONGER  ACCEPTABLE  AND  THAT  ALL  EAs  MUST  BE  REVIEWED  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW  CRITERIA.  THIS  TS  DUE 
TO  CONCERNS  THAT  THE  UNDERLYING  FEDERAL  NEPA  PROCESS  MAY  NOT 
ADEOUATELY  ADDRESS  KEY  ISSUES  SUCH  AS  INCURSIONS  IN  wn.DERNESS 
AREAS  RESULTING  FROM  GROOMED  TRAn^  NEAR  BOUNDARIES. 
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PART  I.    PROPOSED  ACTION  DESCRIPTION 

1.  Type  of  Proposed  State  Action  To  provide  funding  for  the  grooming  of  three 
snowmobile  trails  in  Flathead  in  Northwestern  Montana. 

2.  Agency  Authority  for  the  Proposed  Action  Montana  Fish.  Wildlife  &  Parks  (FWP).  490 
North  Meridian  Road.  Kalisoell.  MT  59901    (406)  752-5501 

3.  Name  of  Project  Crane  Mountain.  Desert  Mountain,  and  Canvon  Creek  Snowmobile 
Trail  System 

4.  Name,  Address  and  Phone  Number  of  Project  Sponsor  (if  other  than  the  agency) 

Flathead  Snowmobile  Association,  P.  0.  Box  5041,  Kalispell,  MT  59903-5041 

5.  If  Applicable: 

Estimated  Construction/Commencement  Date  Trail  Grooming  Dec.  1  through  Apr.  1 

Estimated  Completion  Date  N/A 

Current  Status  of  Project  Design  (%  complete)  N/A 

6.  Location  Affected  by  Proposed  Action  (county,  range  and  township) 

Flathead  County  -  Crane  Mountain,  T25N,  R18W;  Desert  Mountain,  T31N,  R18W; 
Canyon  Creek,  T32N,  R21W 

7.  Project  Size:  Estimate  the  number  of  acres  that  would  be  directly  affected  that  are  .  ^ 
currently:  ^'~^ 

(a)  Developed:  (d)        Floodplain acres 

residential acres 

industrial acres  (e)        Productive: 

irrigated  cropland acres 

(b)  Open  Space/Woodlands/  dry  cropland    acres 

Recreation acres  forestry *88  acres 

rangeland    acres 

(c)  Wetlands/Riparian  other    acres 

Areas acres 

*Groomed  trail  is  located  on  approximately  70  miles  of  existing  road. 

8.  Map/site  plan:  attach  an  original  8  1/2'  x  11"  or  larger  section  of  the  most  recent 
USGS  7.5'  series  topographic  map  showing  the  location  and  boundaries  of  the  area 
that  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action.  A  different  map  scale  may  be 
substituted  if  more  appropriate  or  if  required  by  agency  rule.  If  available,  a  site  plan 
should  also  be  attached. 


Attached 
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Narrative  Summary  of  the  Proposed  Action  or  Project  including  the  Benefits  and 
Purpose  of  the  Proposed  Action. 

With  the  availability  of  many  miles  of  public  roads  on  National  Forest  lands  and 
with  increasing  use,  trails  became  less  desirable  and  unsafe  for  the  users.  The 
danger  of  an  avalanche  was  a  constant  threat  in  some  areas. 

Because  of  the  concern  for  public  safety  on  National  Forest  lands,  Flathead 
National  Officials  met  with  interested  area  snowmobilers  and  FWP  officials  to 
develop  a  plan  for  a  safe  and  efficient  snowmobile  trail  program.  The  Flathead 
Snowmobile  Association  was  founded  in  1972,  trails  were  established  on 
National  Forest  lands,  groomed  by  a  FWP  groomer  operated  by  FWP  personnel. 

Funding  for  the  grooming  of  the  trails  comes  from  taxes  and  license  fees  from 
snowmobile  and  snowmobile  related  accessories.  In  order  to  continue  receiving 
these  funds,  an  EA  must  be  completed  prior  to  the  1 996  operating  season. 


A  Multi-Party  Agreement,  (Appendix  A),  was  signed  in  January  1987,  which 
included  the  Canyon  Creek  and  Crane  Mountain  trails.  Amendment  #1 
(Appendix  A),  signed  in  October-November  1 988,  added  Desert  Mountain  to  the 
trail  system.  The  Multi-Party  Agreement  was  updated  and  signed  in  August 
1995  (Appendix  A).  The  trail  systems  are  verified  annually  by  updating  and 
printing,  if  necessary,  of  new  maps  showing  the  trails  locations.  Forest  Service 
letter  of  June  1 3,  1 996,  verifies  agreement  and  approval  of  the  trails  location 
(Appendix  C). 

Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  wildlife  clearance  has  been  obtained  (Appendix  E). 

Canyon  Creek  Trail-Figure  1 ,  indications  are  that  there  is  no  significant  impacts 
the  current  grooming  program  has  on  wildlife  in  the  Canyon  Creek  area 
(Appendix  E). 

Approximately  10  miles  of  trail  has  been  added  to  this  trail  system  with  the 
permitted  grooming  of  Taylor  creek  Road  (#9790).  A  new  connector  trail,  over 
the  Whitefish  Divide,  between  Taylor  creek  and  Canyon  Creek  Roads  has  also 
been  added.  These  are  recorded  in  the  Record  of  Decision,  Big  Mountain  Ski 
&  Summer  Resort,  Final  Environmental  Impact  statement,  1 995  (Appendix  C). 
These  will  allow  connection  to  the  OIney  Trail. 

A  portion  of  the  existing  trail  passes  through  private  lands  in  Sections  1 9  and 
20,  T32N,  R21W,  and  Sections  14,  23,  and  24,  T32N,  R22W.  The  Forest 
Service  is  presently  negotiating  with  the  land  owners  and  is  expected  to 
complete  the  land  exchange  before  the  end  of  the  year  (Appendix  C). 

Crane  Mountain  Trail-Figure  2,  indications  are  that  there  is  a  possible  conflict 
with  wintering  white-tail  deer  and  the  Wildlife  Biologist  suggests  an  alternate 
route  (Appendix  E).  This  has  been  accomplished  by  coordination  with  Swan 
Lake  District  personal,  the  State  Wildlife  Biologist,  and  members  of  the 
snowmobile    club.      Presently,    Forest    Service   plans    permit   the   use    of 


snowmobiles  on  roads  and  trails  throughout  the  Crane  Mountain  area.    The 

District  finalized  a  salvage  timber  sale  plan  which  will  drastically  reduce  ) 

motorized  travel  on  many  of  the  roads  on   Crane  Mountain.      However, 

snowmobile  travel  will  continue  to  be  permitted  throughout  the  area  (Appendix 

C).    The  relocation  of  portions  of  the  trail  will  have  no  adverse  effect  on  the 

proposed  timber  sale  and  will  be  beneficial  for  wildlife  (Appendix  C). 

Desert  Mountain-Figure  3,  indications  are  that  the  proposed  action  does  not 
currently  appear  to  pose  a  significant  adverse  effect  for  wildlife  in  the  area 
(Appendix  E). 

Snowmobile  Project  Agreement  has  been  signed  by  the  Flathead  Snowmobile 
Association  and  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (Appendix  A). 

The  Project  is  located  on  existing  roadways  or  previously  groomed  snowmobile 
trails. 

The  trail  system  on  National  Forest  Lands  have  been  evaluated  by  the  NEPA 
process  and  are  identified  in  the  Forest  Plan  approved  in  1985.  Page  11-16,  B 
RECREATION  #4  states: 

"Continue  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  with  the  State  of 

Montana  to  provide  grooming  and  maintenance  of  snowmobile 

trails."   (Appendix  C) 


The  trails  are  not  located  in  proposed  or  Wilderness  Study  Areas  or  designated 
nonmotorized  areas.  V 

After  the  public  meeting  attended  by  47  interested  persons  and  the  letters 
received,  three  alternatives  were  developed: 

Alternative  #1  -  No  Action 

Financing  from  FWP  would  cease.  Trail  grooming  would  no  longer  take  place. 
Roads  in  the  areas  would  continue  to  be  used  by  snowmobiles.  Safety  to  all 
users  would  suffer.  Major  accidents  could  occur.  Control  of  users  in  critical 
gave  areas  would  suffer.  Unmaintained  trail  heads  may  create  unsatisfactory 
traffic  conditions. 

Alternative  #2  -  Retain  existing  groomed  trail  systems  with  changes  as 
proposed  by  wildlife  biologist  on  Crane  Mountain  and  addition  of  Tavlor  Creek 
Road,  both  approved  bv  separate  EAs  and  Record  of  Decisions. 
Grooming  would  continue.  Financing  would  continue.  Safety  to  all  trail  users 
would  continue.  Control  of  users  in  critical  wildlife  areas  would  continue. 
Parking  and  trail  heads  will  provide  satisfactory  conditions.  Users  wold  be 
satisfied  with  the  outdoor  recreation  opportunities  provided  by  the  groomed 
trails. 


Alternative  #3  -  Alternative  #2  plus  grooming  of  the  west  side  of  road  along 
Hungry  Horse  reservoir  to  the  bridge  just  before  Spotted  Bear  Ranger  Station. 
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Due  to  the  changes  at  Crane  Mountain  for  wildlife  concerns  and  the  addition  of 
Taylor  Creek  trail  on  Canyon  Creek,  this  proposal  was  dropped  for  the  present 
time. 


Preferred  Alternative 

Alternative  #2  is  the  preferred  alternative. 


10.       Listing  of  any  other  Local,  State  or  Federal  agency  that  has  overlapping  or  additional 
jurisdiction. 


(a)       Permits: 


Agency  Name 


Permit 


Date  Filed/# 


Flathead  National  Forest 
1935  Third  Ave.  E. 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 


Develop  an  Operating  Plan   January  21,  1987 


(b)       Funding: 


Agency  Name 


Funding  Amount 


Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 
Region  One 

490  North  Meridian  Road 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 


$15,000  +  /- 


(c)       Other  Overlapping  or  Additional  Jurisdictional  Responsibilities: 


Agency  Name 


US  Forest  Service 
Stillwater  State  Forest 
Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 


Tvoe  of  Responsibility 


Land  Management  Agency 
Land  Management  Agency 
Grant  Management 


1 1 .       List  of  Agencies  Consulted  During  Preparation  of  the  EA: 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 

Flathead  National  Forest,  Supervisor's  Office 

Flathead  National  Forest,  Swan  Lake  District  Ranger 

Flathead  National  Forest,  Hungry  Horse  District  Ranger 

Flathead  National  Forest,  Glacier  View  District  Ranger 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  Stillwater  State  Forest 

The  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  the  Flathead  Reservation 
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PART  il.  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


INLAND  RESOURCES 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT  ° 

Can  Impact 
Mitigated  ° 

4 

Commor.      J 
Index  ■  *» 

Unknown^ 

None 

Minor'' 

Potentially 
Sigrtificant 

^  a.  Soil  Instability  or  changa*  in  gaologic 
substructure? 

X 

b.  Disruption,  displacement,  erosion,  compaction, 
moisture  loss,  or  over-covering  of  soil  which  would 
reduce  productivity  or  fertility? 

X 

^  c.  Destruction,  covering  or  modification  of  any 
unique  geologic  or  physical  features? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  siltation,  deposition  or  erosion  patterns 
that  may  modify  the  channel  of  a  river  or  stream  or  the 
bed  or  shore  of  a  lake? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  earthquakes, 
landslides,  ground  failure,  or  other  natural  hazard? 

X 

No 

I.e. 

f.  Other 

Narrative  Description  arxJ  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

1 .8.    Avalanches.    Locations  will  be  signed  at  each  side  of  slide  areas.    Phone  numbers  for  Avalanche  Advisory  will  be 
posted.    See  Sign  and  Safety  Plans  (Appendix  A).   Areas  closed  until  trails  groomed  over  slide  area. 

PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


2.  AIR 

iKill  the  proposed  action  result  in: 


IMPACT ° 


Unknown 


None 


Minor ° 


Potentially 
Significant 


Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 


Comment 
Index 


^  a.  Emission  of  air  pollutants  or  deterioration  of 
ambient  air  quality?  (also  see  1 3  (c)) 


No 


2.3. 


b.  Creation  of  objectionable  odors? 


No 


2.b. 


c.  Alteration  of  air  movement,  moisture,  or 
temperature  patterns  or  any  change  in  climate,  either 
locally  or  regionally? 


d.  Adverse  effects  on  vegetation,  including  crops,  due 
to  increased  emissions  of  pollutants? 


e. ♦For  P-R/D-J  projects,  will  the  project  result  in  any 
discharge  which  will  conflict  with  federal  or  state  air 
quality  regs?    (Also  see  2a) 


f.  Other 


Narrative  Description  end  Evaluation  of  the  CunrHilative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Air  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

2.a.b.  Emissions  of  pollutants  and  odors  will  continue  until  such  time  when  the  snowmobile  industry  improves  engine 
technology  reducing  emissions.  Until  such  time,  snowmobile  owners  can  reduce  emissions  by  keeping  their  machines  tuned 
to  the  maker's  specifications.   Governor  Marc  Racicot  has  asked  an  effort  be  made  to  produce  cleaner  fuels  (Appendix  C). 


•        Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  infH>act  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  im       \ 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated.  -^ 

^  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

3.  WATER 

^^the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown** 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Discharga  into  surfacs  water  or  any  alteration  of 
surface  water  quality  including  but  not  limited  to 
temperature,  dissolved  oxygen  or  turbidity? 

X 

b.  Changes  in  drainage  patterns  or  the  rate  and  amount  of 
surface  runoff? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  course  or  magnitude  of  flood  water  or 
other  flows? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  the  amount  of  surface  water  in  any  water 
body  or  creation  of  a  new  water  body? 

X 

a.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  water  related  hazards 
such  as  flooding? 

X 

f.  Changes  in  the  quality  of  groundwater? 

X 

g.  Changes  in  the  quantity  of  groundwater? 

X 

h.  Increase  in  risk  of  contamination  of  surface  or 
groundwater? 

X 

yes 

3.h. 

i.  Effects  on  any  existing  water  right  or  reservation? 

X 

j.  Effects  on  other  water  users  as  a  result  of  any  alteration 
in  surface  or  grourxJwater  quality? 

X 

k.  Effects  on  other  users  as  a  result  of  any  alteration  in 
surface  or  grourviwater  quantity? 

X 

1.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  project  affect  a  designated 
^Kdolain?    (Also  see  3c) 

'  — -A 

w 

cTlr*For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  project  result  in  any  discharge 
that  will  affect  federal  or  state  water  quality  regulations? 
(Also  see  3a) 

\ 

n.  Other: 

irrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Water  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

h.  There  is  the  chance  of  a  small  amount  of  fuel  spillage  when  filling  gasoline  tanks,  however,  the  amount  is  very  small 
d  chances  of  reaching  surface  or  ground  water  before  evaporation  is  slim.  Users  should  take  care  that  fuel  tanks  are  not 
9d  near  stream  crossings  or  other  water  ways.   Users  will  be  encouraged  to  use  biodegradable  oil  (Appendix  C). 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  imp^B 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

♦  Include  a  narrative  deacription  addressing  the  item*  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Detemnine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checkliat.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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PHY55ICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

4.  VEGETATION 
"^11  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IIVIPACT° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

• 

Unknown 

None 

Minor  ° 

Potentially 
Significant 

) 

a.  Changes  in  the  divereity,  productivrty  or  abundance 
of  plant  specie*  (including  trees,  shrubs,  grass,  crops, 
and  aquatic  plants)? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  a  plant  community? 

X 

c.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
ertdangered  species? 

X 

d.  Reduction  in  acreage  or  productivity  of  any 
agricultural  land? 

X 

e.  Establishment  or  spread  of  noxious  weeds? 

X 

No 

4.6. 

f.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  project  affect  wetlands,  or 
prime  and  unique  famnland? 

fl.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secortdary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

4.6.  The  majority  of  the  spread  of  weed  seed  is  due  to  motorized  vehicles  using  the  road  systems  during  the  summer  and 
fall  months.  There  is  the  chance  that  some  weed  seed  may  be  brought  into  the  trailheads  by  vehicles  in  the  winter,  but  the 
spreading  of  the  seed  by  snowmobiles  over  deep  snow  should  be  very  minimal.  Snowmobilers  should  be  encouraged  to  wash 
their  vehicles  and  trailers  to  rid  them  of  the  collection  of  weed  seed  over  the  summer  months  (Appendix  A). 


♦ 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unJcnown,  explain  why  the  unknown  in- 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

►  5.  FISH/WILDLIFE 

f^Pthe  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index       il 

Unknown 

None 

Minor  ° 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Deterioration  of  critical  fish  or  wildlife  habitat? 

X 

b.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  game  animals 
or  bird  species? 

X 

c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  nongame 
species? 

X 

d.  Introduction  of  new  species  into  an  area? 

X 

e.  Creation  of  a  barrier  to  the  migration  or  movement  of 
animals? 

X 

f.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endengered  species? 

X 

Yes 

5.f. 

g.  Increase  in  corKlitions  that  stress  wildlife  populations  or 
limit  abundance  (including  harassment,  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human  activity)? 

X 

Yes 

5.0. 

h.  ♦  ♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  be  performed  in  any  area 
in  which  T&E  species  are  present,  and  will  the  project 
affect  any  T&E  species  or  their  habitat?   (Also  see  5f) 

X 

Yes 

5.h. 

i.  4  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  introduce  or  export  any 
species  not  presentty  or  historically  occurring  in  the 
receiving  location?   (Also  see  5d) 

m"'- 

i 

w 

1 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

5.f.g.h.  See  Wildlife  Biologist  report  (Appendix  E).  Grooming  dates  set  (Dec.  1  -  Mar.  31)  to  eliminate  interference  with 
grizzly  bears.  Data  has  been  received  from  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program.  Maps  indicate  a  Bald  Eagle  nest  is 
located  half  mile  from  the  Crane  Mountain  Trail  south  of  Swan  Lake.  Forest  Service  and  FWP  biologists  request  no  activity 
within  quarter  mile  of  Bald  Eagle  nest.  Maps  also  indicate  numerous  locations  of  sensitive  plants,  none  of  which  are  located 
on,  or  adjacent  to  the  groomed  trail.  The  program  does  not  wish  the  maps  to  become  public  knowledge  due  to  the  sensitive 
data. 

A  letter  of  December  1 4,  1 995,  for  a  snowmobile  trail  north  of  this  location,  is  included  in  Appendix  E.  Although  not  of  this 
area,  it  does  describe  wildlife  data  and  information  which  can  also  apply  to  wildlife  in  this  area. 


m 


♦ 
♦  ♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  imp^ 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

fi    wni«;F/FI  FrTRirAL  EFFECTS 

^11  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated" 

Comment 
Index          . 

'0/ 

Unknown" 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Increases  in  existing  noise  levels? 

X 

No 

6.a. 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to  serve  or  nuisance  noise  levels? 

X 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic  or  electromagnetic  effects 
that  could  be  detrimental  to  human  health  or  property? 

X 

d.  Interference  with  radio  or  television  reception  and 
operation? 

X 

a.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  end  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

6.a.  Snowmobiling  will  cause  some  increase  in  winter  noise  levels,  mainly  at  the  access  points;  however,  it  will  not  have 
a  significant  impact  on  the  human  element.  Noise  levels  will  decrease  as  you  leave  the  access  points.  Cross  country  skiers 
use  the  groomed  trail  on  their  own  choosing.  If  noise  is  a  problem,  they  may  use  one  of  the  many  groomed  cross  country 
ski  trails  available  throughout  the  county. 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

7.  LAND  USE 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT" 

Can  Impact 

B« 
Mitigated" 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown" 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

V^lteration  of  or  interference  with  the  productivity  or 
profitability  of  the  existing  land  use  of  an  area? 

X 

) 

b.  Conflicted  with  a  designated  natural  area  or  area  of 
unusual  scientific  or  educational  importance? 

X 

c.  Conflict  with  any  existing  land  use  whose  presence 
would  constrain  or  potentially  prohibit  the  proposed 
action? 

X 

d.  Adverse  affects  on  or  relocation  of  residences? 

X 

e.  Other: 

- 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


^         Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  in-        ^ 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  siBnificant  impacts. 

♦  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

R   RISK/HEALTH  HAZARDS 
9? the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 

Unknown  ° 

None 

Minor° 

Potentially 
Significant 

Index      A 

a.  Ri«k  of  an  explosion  or  roleaae  of  hazardous 
substances  (including,  but  not  limited  to  oil,  pesticides, 
chemicals,  or  radiation)  in  the  event  of  an  accident  or 
other  forms  of  disruption? 

X 

b.  Affect  an  existing  emergency  response  or  emergency 
evacuation  plan  or  create  a  need  for  a  new  plan? 

X 

Yes 

8.b. 

c.  Creation  of  any  human  health  hazard  or  potential 
hazard? 

X 

d.  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  any  chemical  toxicants  be  used? 
(Also  see  8a) 

a.  Other:    Loaoina 

X 

Yes 

8.e. 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

8.b.  While  situations  of  an  emergency  cannot  be  reduced,  a  positive  impact  will  be  created  through  the  use  of  plans 
developed  by  the  club  and  the  local  search  and  rescue  organization  (Appendix  A). 

B.e.  Snowmobiles  have  used  plowed  roads  to  gain  access  and  to  ride  on.  State  law  specifies  that  snowmobiles  are  not 
permitted  on  plowed  roads,  if  timber  harvesting  and  transportation  of  logs  occur  on  any  of  the  groomed  trails,  snowmobiling 
will  cease,  and  signs  posted  (Appendix  A). 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

» 

^:OMMUNITY  IMPACT 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated" 

Comment " 

Unknown 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

Index 

a.  Alteration  of  the  location,  distribution,  density,  or 
growth  rate  of  the  human  population  of  an  area? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  the  social  structure  of  a  community? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  level  or  distribution  of  employment 
or  community  or  personal  income? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  industrial  or  commercial  activity? 

X 

e.  Increased  traffic  hazards  or  effects  on  existing 
transportation  facilities  or  patterns  of  movement  of 
people  and  goods? 

X 

f.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  Imp 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
>  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  Include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMEffT 


10.  PUBLIC  SERVICES/TAXES/UTILITIES 
^^1  the  proposed  action: 

IMPACT° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown  ° 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Have  an  offset  upon  or  result  in  a  need  for  new  or 
altered  governmental  servicaa  in  any  of  the  following 
areas:  fire  or  police  protection,  schools, 
parks/recreational  facilities,  roads  or  other  public 
maintenance,  water  supply,  sewer  or  septic  systems, 
solid  waste  disposal,  health,  or  other  governmental 
services?  If  any,  specify: 

X 

b.  Have  an  effect  upon  the  local  or  state  tax  base  and 
revenues? 

X 

c.  Result  In  a  need  for  new  facilities  or  substantial 
alterations  of  any  of  the  following  utilities:  electric 
power,  natural  gas,  other  fuel  supply  or  distribution 
systems,  or  communications? 

X 

d.  Result  in  increased  used  of  any  energy  source? 

X 

No 

lO.d. 

^  e.  Define  projected  revenue  sources 

X 

lO.e. 

^  f.  Define  projected  maintenance  costs. 

X 

a.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  ami  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secor>dary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

10.d.   Increase  in  trail  use  will  require  additional  fuel. 

>^.   All  snowmobilers  are  required  to  have  the  State  Forest  Recreation  Use  License  when  snowmobiling. 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

►  11.  AESTHETICS/RECREATION 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated" 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Alteration  of  any  scenic  vista  or  creation  of  an 
aesthetically  offensive  site  or  effect  that  is  open  to 
public  view? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  the  aesthetic  character  of  a  convnunity 
or  neighborhood? 

X 

►  c.  Alteration  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
recreational/tourism  opportunities  and  settings?  (Attach 
Tourism  Report) 

X 

Positive 
Impact 

11. c. 

d.  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  anv  desiartatad  or  proposed  wild 
or  scenic  rivers,  traila  or  wikierrMSS  areas  be  impacted? 
(Also  see  11a,  11c) 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  ar>d  Evaluation  of  the  Cunuilative  artd  Secor>dery  Effects  on  Larxi  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narretive  if  needed): 

1 1  .c.   See  Tourism  Report  (Appendix  F). 

O  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impect  is  unkrtown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
^  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

4  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


12.  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL  RESOURCES 
ly  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 

Unknown 

None 

Minor ° 

Potentially 
Significant 

*■  a.  Destruction  or  alteration  of  any  site,  structure  or 
object  of  prehistoric  historic,  or  paleontological 
importance? 

X 

b.  Physical  change  that  would  affect  unique  cultural 
values? 

X 

c.  Effects  on  existing  religious  or  sacred  uses  of  a  site 
or  area? 

X 

N/A 

12.C. 

d.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  oroiect  affect  historic  or 
cultural  resources?  Attach  SHPO  ktter  of  dearanca. 
(Also  see  1 2.a) 

X 

N/A 

12.d. 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

12.C.  The  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  the  Flathead  Reservation  were  contacted.  No  response  was  received. 
1 2.d.   Due  to  the  fact  that  the  groomed  trails  are  on  existing  roads  and  trails,  SHPO  laws  do  not  apply. 


i^^       Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  imciJ^B 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
*■  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  aiKl  resportd  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  artd  include  documentation  if  It  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

13.  SUMMARY  EVALUATION  OF 
SIGNIFICANCE 

<vill  the  proposed  action,  considered  as  a 

whole: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index          1 

Unknown 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Hava  impacts  that  ara  individually  limited,  but 
cumulatively  considerable?  (A  project  or  program  may 
result  in  impacts  on  two  or  more  separate  resources 
which  create  a  significant  effect  when  considered 
together  or  in  total.) 

X 

No 

13. a. 

b.  Involve  potential  risks  or  adverse  effects  which  are 
uncertain  but  extremely  hazardous  if  they  were  to 
occur? 

X 

No 

13. b. 

c.  Potentially  conflict  with  the  substantive  requirements 
of  any  local,  state,  or  federal  law,  regulation,  standard 
or  formal  plan? 

X 

No 

13.C. 

d.  Establish  a  precedent  or  likelihood  that  future  actions 
with  significant  environmental  impacts  will  be 
proposed? 

X 

e.  Generate  substantial  debate  or  controversy  about  the 
nature  of  the  impacts  that  would  be  created? 

X 

No 

13.e. 

f .  ♦  For  P-R/D-J.  is  the  orolect  expected  to  have 
organized  opposition  or  generate  substantial  public 
controversy?  (Also  see  13e) 

a.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  list  any  federal  or  state  permits 
required. 

Fative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secortdary  Effects  on  Lartd  Resources  (Attach  additiortal  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


) 


13. a.  There  are  a  few  minor  impacts  recorded  in  this  EA  that  are  individually  limited  in  overall  significance.  The  cumulative 

effects  of  these  imports  do  not  create  secondary  adverse  stress  on  the  available  resources. 

13.b.   The  avalanche  slides  cannot  be  mitigated,  however,  with  proper  signing,  warning,  and  avalanche  reporting,  danger 

to  trail  users  can  be  significantly  reduced  (Appendix  A). 

13.C.    To  eliminate  potential  trespass  in  Wilderness,  clubs  will  be  required  to  educate  snowmobilers  as  part  of  safety 

education  and  other  programs.     State  Law  also  prohibits  snowmobiling  on  plowed  roads.     See  also  Threatened  and 

Endangered  Species  Appendix  E. 

1 3.e.  We  do  not  feel  the  project  will  generate  substantial  debate  or  controversy.  Comments  received  at  the  scoping  session 

or  mailed  in  indicate  some  concern  for  expansion,  for  grizzly  bear  and  other  habitats,  and  for  big  game  winter  yards,  while 

others  promote  more  trails  and  longer  seasons  (Appendix  B  and  E). 


^B  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
^  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  nwnor  or  potentially  significant  impacts 

♦  ♦  Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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1 4.  Description  and  analysis  of  reasonable  alternatives  (including  the  no  action  alternative)  to  the  proposed  action  whenever 
alternatives  are  reasonably  available  and  prudent  to  consider  and  a  discussion  of  how  the  alternatives  would  be  implemented: 

The  alternatives  are  described  and  discussed  with  an  appropriate  map  in  Section  #9.  Alternative  #3  is  the 
preferred  alternative. 

1 5.  Evaluation  and  listing  of  mitigation,  stipulation,  or  other  control  measures  enforceable  by  the  agency  or  another 
government  agency: 

Avalanche  warning  signs.  Weekend  Avalanche  Report  phone  numbers  to  be  posted  at  appropriate  places. 
Fuel  spillage  over  25  gallons  to  be  reported  to  Department  of  Environmental  Quality.   Dates  of  December  1 
through  March  31  established  for  grooming  to  reduce  or  eliminate  impact  to  animals,    safety  program  and 
Search  and  Rescue  Program  adapted.    Sign  plan  developed  (see  Appendix  A).    Groomed  trail  relocated  on 
Crane  Mountain  to  eliminate  travel  in  white  tail  deer  winter  range. 

1 6.  Based  on  the  significance  criteria  evaluated  in  this  EA,  is  an  EIS  required?  YES  /  NO  If  an  EIS  is  not  required,  explain 
whv  the  EA  is  the  appropriate  level  of  analysis  for  this  proposed  action: 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  program  may  generate  some  concern;  issues  were  identified  at  the  scoping  session 
or  letters  received.   The  issues  have  been  addressed  in  this  EA. 

1 7.  Describe  the  level  of  public  involvement  for  this  project  if  any  and,  given  the  complexity  and  the  seriousness  of  the 
environmental  issues  associated  with  the  proposed  action,  is  the  level  of  public  involvement  appropriate  under  the 
circumstances? 

One  public  meeting  was  held  with  47  people  attending.  No  adverse  concerns  were  voiced  or  written  at  this 
time  concerning  this  project.  Several  written  concerns  included  no  grooming  through  winter  game  range, 
T  &  E  species,  and  others  were  received  at  a  later  date.  The  concerns  are  addressed  in  this  EA. 

1 8.  Duration  of  comment  period  if  any: 

Duration  of  comment  period  was  from  December  1,  1995  through  December  31,  1995. 

19.  Name,  title,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  Person(s)  Responsible  for  Preparing  the  EA: 

Wayne  B.  Worthington,  Consultant  Flathead  Snowmobile  Assn.  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 

Landscape  Architect  Louise  Keller,  Sec.  Dave  Conklin 

365  Summit  Ridge  Drive  P.  0.  Box  5041  490  N.  Meridian  Rd. 

Kalispell,  MT  59901  Kalispell,  MT  59901  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

(406)752-2916  (406)752-5501 


PART  III.    NARRATIVE  EVALUATION  AND  COMMENT 

These  are  the  comments  made  on  the  forms  in  Part  II. 

1  .e.   Avalanches.   Locations  will  be  signed  at  each  side  of  slide  areas.   Phone  numbers  for  Avalanche 
Advisory  will  be  posted.   See  Sign  and  Safety  Plans  (Appendix  A). 

9.0.   Emissions  of  pollutants  and  odors  will  continue  until  such  time  when  the  snowmobile  indusl^ 
improves  engine  technology  reducing  emissions.    Until  such  time,  snowmobile  owners  can  reduce 
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emissions  by  keeping  their  machines  tuned  to  the  malcer's  specifications.  Governor  Marc  Racicot  has 
aslced  an  effort  be  made  to  produce  cleaner  fuels  (Appendix  C). 

/1|i.  There  is  the  chance  of  a  small  amount  of  fuel  spillage  when  filling  gasoline  tanks,  however, ''  \ 
o.nount  is  very  small  and  chances  of  reaching  surface  or  ground  water  before  evaporation  is  slim.  Ust/?^ 
should  take  care  that  fuel  tanks  are  not  filled  near  stream  crossings  or  other  water  ways.  Users  will  be 
encouraged  to  use  biodegradable  oil  (Appendix  C). 

4.e.  The  majority  of  the  spread  of  weed  seed  is  due  to  motorized  vehicles  using  the  road  systems  during 
the  summer  and  fall  months.  There  is  the  chance  that  some  weed  seed  may  be  brought  Into  the 
trailheads  by  vehicles  in  the  winter,  but  the  spreading  of  the  seed  by  snowmobiles  over  deep  snow 
should  be  very  minimal.  Snowmobilers  should  be  encouraged  to  wash  their  vehicles  and  trailers  to  rid 
them  of  the  collection  of  weed  seed  over  the  summer  months  (Appendix  A). 

5.f.g.h.  See  Wildlife  Biologist  report  (Appendix  E).  Grooming  dates  set  (Dec.  1  -  Mar.  31)  to  eliminate 
interference  with  grizzly  bears.  Data  has  been  received  from  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program. 
Maps  indicate  a  Bald  Eagle  nest  is  located  half  mile  from  the  Crane  Mountain  Trail  south  of  Swan  Lake. 
Forest  Service  and  RA/P  biologists  request  no  activity  within  quarter  mile  of  Bald  Eagle  nest.  Maps  also 
indicate  numerous  locations  of  sensitive  plants,  none  of  which  are  located  on,  or  adjacent  to  the 
groomed  trail.  The  program  does  not  wish  the  maps  to  become  public  knowledge  due  to  the  sensitive 
data. 

A  letter  of  December  14,  1995,  for  a  snowmobile  trail  north  of  this  location,  is  included  in  appendix  E. 
Although  not  of  this  area,  it  does  describe  wildlife  data  and  information  which  can  also  apply  to  wildlife 
in  this  area. 

'% 

o.a.  Snowmobiling  will  cause  some  increase  in  winter  noise  levels,  mainly  at  the  access  poini^; 
however,  it  will  not  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  human  element.  Noise  levels  will  decrease  as  you 
leave  the  access  points.  Cross  country  skiers  use  the  groomed  trail  on  their  own  choosing.  If  noise  is 
a  problem,  they  may  use  one  of  the  many  groomed  cross  country  ski  trails  available  throughout  the 
county. 

8.b.  While  situations  of  an  emergency  cannot  be  reduced,  a  positive  impact  will  be  created  through  the 
use  of  plans  developed  by  the  club  and  the  local  search  and  rescue  organization  (Appendix  A). 
8.e.    Snowmobiles  have  used  plowed  roads  to  gain  access  and  to  ride  on.    State  law  specifies  that 
snowmobiles  are  not  permitted  on  plowed  roads.  If  timber  harvesting  and  transportation  of  logs  occur 
on  any  of  the  groomed  trails,  snowmobiling  will  cease,  and  signs  posted  (Appendix  A). 

lO.d.   Increase  in  trail  use  will  require  additional  fuel. 

lO.e.      All   snowmobilers  are  required  to   have  the   State   Forest  Recreation  Use   License  when 

snowmobiling. 

1 1  .c.   see  Tourism  Report  (Appendix  F). 

12.C.   The  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  the  Flathead  Reservation  were  contacted.   No 

response  was  received. 

"» ?.d.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  groomed  trails  are  on  existing  roads  and  trails,  SHPO  laws  do  not  applv. 

% 
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13. a.     There  are  a  few  minor  impacts  recorded  in  this  EA  that  are  individually  limited  in  overall 

significance.   The  cumulative  effects  of  these  imports  do  not  create  secondary  adverse  stress  on  the 

available  resources. 

1(^ .  The  avalanche  slides  cannot  be  mitigated,  however,  with  proper  signing,  warning,  and  avalancl^f^ 

reporting,  danger  to  trail  users  can  be  significantly  reduced  (Appendix  A). 

13.C.  To  eliminate  potential  trespass  in  Wilderness,  clubs  will  be  required  to  educate  snowmobilers  as 

part  of  safety  education  and  other  programs.  State  Law  also  prohibits  snowmobiling  on  plowed  roads. 

See  also  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species  Appendix  E. 

13.e.  We  do  not  feel  the  project  will  generate  substantial  debate  or  controversy.  Comments  received 

at  the  scoping  session  or  mailed  in  indicate  some  concern  for  expansion,  for  grizzly  bear  and  other 

habitats,  and  for  big  game  winter  yards,  while  others  promote  more  trails  and  longer  seasons  (Appendix 

B  and  E). 
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Have  viable  alternatives 
around  areas  of  known 
insufficient  snowcover  or 
summer  wet  meadows 
been  identified? 

Has  applicant  submitted  a 
plan  for  avoidance  of  areas 
of  known  insufficient 
snowcover  or  summer  wet 
meadows? 

Does  the  plan  identify 
specific  measures  for  each 
area  identified  on  the  map? 

Does  the  proposal  include 
stream  crossings? 

Does  the  proposed  stream 
crossing  utilize  an  existing 
structure? 

Are  there  viable  alternatives 
to  crossing  the  stream  that 
would  utilize  existing 
structures? 
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Is  the  trail  length  along  the 
periphery  of  the  wintering 
area  the  least  possible? 

Was  vegetative  screening 
used  whenever  possible? 

Has  signing  plan  been 
proposed  to  keep 
snowmobilers  from 
disturbing  wintering 
ungulates? 

Are  there  ungulate 
wintering  areas  in  grizzly 
bear  habitat? 
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Have  seasonal  restrictions 
in  these  areas  been 
identified? 

Has  a  signing  plan  been 
proposed  to  mark  restricted 
areas? 
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Are  there  known  bald  eagle 
nests  or  grizzly  hibernation 
areas? 

Are  trails  proposed  near 
any  of  these  sites? 

Are  viable  alternatives 
identified  that  avoid  these 
areas? 

Have  idle  zones  been 
proposed  for  these  areas? 

Has  the  Natural  Heritage 
wildlife  list  for  the  proposed 
region  been  submitted 
(NRIS  -  State  library)? 

Does  the  Natural  Heritage 
list  identify  any  rare  or 
endangered  wildlife  species 
in  the  area  of  the  proposal? 

Has  applicant  submitted  an 
avoidance  or  seasonal 
restriction  plan  or  other 
appropriate  mitigative 
measures  for  these  areas? 
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Has  the  Natural  Heritage 
vegetation  list  for  the 
proposed  region  been 
submitted  (NRIS  -  State 
Lib)? 

Does  the  Natural  Heritage 
list  identify  any  rare  or 
endangered  plant  species? 

Are  any  species  on  the  list 
common  in  alpine  tundra? 

Do  any  proposed  trails  that 
are  not  on  existing  roads 
cross  alpine  tundra? 

Are  there  alternatives  to 
crossing  the  alpine  tundra? 

Do  any  proposed  activities 
involve  areas  of  insufficient 
snowcover  or  summer  wet 
meadows? 

Are  there  viable  alternatives 
to  avoid  areas  of 
insufficient  snowcover  or 
summer  wet  meadows? 
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Has  applicant  submitted  an 
avoidance  or  seasonal 
restriction  plan  for  areas  of 
insufficient  snowcover  or 
summer  wet  meadows? 

Are  noxious  weeds  present 
within  the  trail  area, 
particularly  in  staging 
areas? 

Has  noxious  weed  plan 
been  proposed  in 
application? 

Has  a  monitoring  plan  been 
proposed  to  survey 
vegetation  damage  and 
spread  of  noxious  weeds? 

Has  a  public  awareness 
strategy  been  proposed? 

Does  the  application 
include  organized  events  or 
promotional  activities  that 
would  utilize  funded  trails? 
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Does  application  include 
projected  number  of  trail 
users  generated  by  the 
events? 

Does  application  include  a 
public  safety  plan  for  the 
events? 

Has  applicant  identified 
additional  employment 
requirements  during  event? 

Has  map  identifying 
proposed  trails  or  facilities 
been  submitted? 

Is  entire  proposed 
trail/facility  located  within 
an  existing  road  or  trail? 

Does  all  or  a  portion  of  the 
proposed  trail/facility  occur 
on  a  historic  road  or  trail? 

Does  all  or  a  portion  of  the 
proposed  trail/facility  occur 
on  an  undeveloped  land? 

Do  viable  alternative  routes 
exist  that  could  utilize 
existing  roads  or  trails? 
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Was  SHPO  consulted  for 
determination  of  need  for 
cultural  resource 
investigation? 

Was  a  cultural  resource 
investigation  conducted? 

Were  significant  sites 
found? 

Were  adequate  mitigations 
applied  (i.e.  reroute,  etc.)? 

Is  a  public  awareness 
strategy  proposed? 

Does  map  clearly  identify 
proposed  activities? 

Does  application  include 
proposal  for  signing 
strategy  identifying 
locations  for  warning  signs? 

Have  private  properties 
along  proposed  trails  been 
identified? 
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Has  applicant  included  a 
strategy  for  signing  and 
public  awareness  re: 
private  property? 

Do  maps  identify  proposed 
trail  locations? 

Are  proposed  trails  located 
near  wilderness  boundary 
or  designated  non- 
motorized  recreation  area? 

Is  there  heavy  vegetative 
cover  or  topographic 
features  between  proposed 
trail  and  wilderness 
boundary/designated  non- 
motorized  area? 

Do  viable  alternatives  exist 
that  would  utilize 
vegetative  screening 
between  wilderness 
boundary  or  designated 
non-motorized  area? 
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Do  viable  alternatives  exist 
that  would  situate 
topographic  features 
between  proposed  trail  and 
wilderness  area   or 
designated  non-motorized 
area? 

Does  proposal  include  trails 
on  or  adjacent  to 
established  cc  ski  trails? 

Are  there  viable  alts,  that 
would  avoid  placement  of 
proposed  trails  on  or 
adjacent  to  cc  ski  trails? 

lias  signing  program  been 
established  that  would 
warn  snowmobilers  of 
shared  use  areas, 
wilderness  boundaries, 
intersections,  etc? 

Does  proposed  trail  go 
through  residential  areas  or 
areas  of  particular 
sensitivity? 
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Has  applicant  established 
appropriate  speed  limits  or 
hourly  restrictions  in  areas 
of  sensitivity? 

Has  applicant  proposed 
public  awareness  plan  that 
includes  consideration  for 
residential  and  sensitive 
areas? 

Has  applicant  provided  law 
enforcement  report  fr3m 
DFW&P  Region  Warden 
Captain  and/or  land 
managing  agency 
identifying  documented 
snowmobile  trespass  on 
private  lands  and/or 
wilderness  areas  caused  by 
adjoining  or  nearby  funded 
trail  and  proposal  for 
addressing  such  violations? 

Has  applicant  included  a 
trash  receptacle  location, 
placement  and 
management  strategy? 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW  CRITERIA  COMMENTS 

Includes  an  additional  10  miles  of  groomed  trail  on  an  existing  high  standard 

gravel  road,  Canyon  Creek,  and  relocation  on  Crane  Mountain.  ^ 

A  decision  notice  will  be  prepared  by  FWP  after  the  public  comment  period. 

Trails  were  relocated  on  Crane  Mountain  to  avoid  Winter  Deer  Range. 

Bald  Eagle  next  located  half  mile  from  trail  south  of  Swan  Lake.  Biologists 
request  minimum  of  quarter  mile.  Signs  are  placed  on  trail  one  mile  from  area 
that  snowmobilers  are  to  remain  on  the  trail  for  the  next  mile. 

Bald  Eagle,  see  15  above. 

There  are  no  documented  reports  or  complaints  regarding  the  groomed  trail  or  its  users. 

See  30a   Pack-lt-ln,  Pack-It-Out  policy. 
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PUBLIC  AWARENESS  PLAN 

Memorandum  of  Understanding 

Development  and  Operating  Agreement  (1987) 

Development  and  Operating  Agreement  (1988)  Desert  Mountain  Addition 

Development  and  Operating  Agreement  (1995) 

Snowmobile  Trail  Project  Proposal/Application  (FWP) 

Annual  Operating  Plan  and  Grooming  Schedule 

Goals  and  Objectives 

Avalanche  Awareness  and  Signing  Plan 

Safety  Plan 

Air  Quality 

Vegetation 

Water  Quality 

Wilderness 

Wildlife 

Events 
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#10-95-49 
MEMORANDUM  OF  UNDERSTANDING 

Between 

FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  ASSOCIATION 

and 

NORTHWEST  MONTANA  GROOMING  COALITION 

and 

MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDUFE,  AND  PARKS 

and 

FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST,  USDA,  FOREST  SERVICE 

THIS  MEMORANDUM  OF  UNDERSTANDING,  is  made  and  entered  into  by  and  between  the  Flathead 
Snowmobile  Association,  a  non-profit  corporation  in  the  State  of  Montana,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
ASSOCIATION,  and  the  Nonhwest  Montana  Grooming  Coalition  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  COALITION, 
and  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  FWP,  and  the  Flathead 
National  Forest,  USDA,  Forest  Service,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  FOREST  SERVICE,  under  the  provisions 
of  Montana.  Code  23,  Chapter  2,  and  the  Acts  of  June  30,  1914,  (15  USC  498)  and  June  12,  1960,  (16  U3C 
530).  The  four  parties  of  this  agreement  will  be  hereafter  referred  to  as  COOPERATORS. 

1.  PURPOSE 

~ne  purpose  of  this  Memorandum  o;  Understanding  is  tc  cooperatively  develop,  manage,  ano  maintain 
snov/mobiie  trans  on  ;ne  Flatnead  National  Forest. 

i:.  STATEMENT  OF  MUTUAL  BENEFITS  AND  INTERESTS 

Tne  general  public  will  benefit  from  tne  three  parties  cooperating  in  providing  well  managed  and  miaintainec 
snowmobile  facilities.  The  Forest  Service  is  responsi-ble  for  the  National  Forest's  recreation  resources  ana 
tneif  availability  for  public  use  and  enjoyment.  The  ASSOCIATION  and  the  COALITION  are  interested  in  tne 
maintenance  and  operation  of  snov/mobile  facilities  and  activities  on  the  land  administered  by  the  Forest 
Service,  for  use  by  the  ASSOCIATION,  COALITION  and  general  public.  The  FWP  controls  State  funcs 
earmarked  for  the  development  and  maintenance  of  snowmobile  trails  and  desires  to  cooperate  with  tne 
FOREST  SERVICE  and  the  ASSOCIATION/COALITION  in  the  development  and  maintenance  of  snowmobile 
facilities  on  the  lands  administered  by  tne  Forest  Service. 

In  consideration  of  the  above  premises,  the  parties  hereto  agree  as  follows: 

III.  THE  ASSOCIATION  AND  COALITION  SHALL: 

1.  Meet  with  the  State  to  develop  an  annual  operating  plan  showing  grooming  routes,  tentative 
schedules,  signing,  and  ASSOCIATION/COALITION  officers.  Provide  copies  to  the  FWP,  and  in  lurn 
the  FWP  shall  provide  copies  to  the  FOREST  SERVICE  by  November  1 5  of  each  year.  Operating  plans        "\ 
shall  be  prepared  for  all  of  the  trail  areas  (Crane  Mountain,  Desert  Mountain,  Canyon  Creek,  and       ^ 
Whitefish  Divide)  on  National  Forest. 
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2.  Erect  at  the  trailhead  certain  signs  as  needed  and  store  these  signs  in  the  off  season.  Necessary 
signs  will  be  detailed  in  the  annual  operating  plan.  Signs  approved  and  purchased  by  the  FWP  shall 
be  installed  by  the  ASSOCIATION/COALITION. 

3.  Provide  and  erea  at  strategic  trail  junctions  along  the  snowmobile  trails,  certain  signs  showing  trail 
locations  and  lengths.  Signs  approved  by  the  FWP  will  be  purchased  by  the  FWP  and  installed  by  the 
ASSOCIATION/COAUTION. 

4.  Perform  such  trail  maintenance  and  marking  as  may  be  necessary  to  keep  the  trails  safe  and  usable. 
Monitoring  for  safety  and  usability  will  be  performed  by  the  FWP.  See  the  USDA  FSH  No.  2309.1 8,  Trail 
Handbook,  for  guidelines. 

5.  Provide  trail  grooming,  depending  upon  the  need  and  suitability  of  snow  conditions  for  snowmobil- 
ing  and  availability  of  funds  in  their  snowmobile  trail  grooming  budget.  The  ASSOCIATION  shall  bill  the 
FWP  at  the  end  of  each  grooming  month  for  costs  of  grooming.  The  ASSOCIATION  may  request  an 
advance  of  funds  by  writing  the  FWP  at  least  two  (2)  weeks  prior  to  need  for  funds.  The  total  bill  to  the 
FWP  shall  not  exceed  the  annual  grant  amount  for  any  snow  season.  The  billings  shall  itemize  all 
expenses  billed  to  the  FWP  and  include  documentation  as  required  by  the  FWP. 

5.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  the  other  panies  to  this  instrument  to  coordinate  activities  pursuant 
to  this  instrument.  At  a  minimum  a  joint  grooming  committee  shall  be  a  standing  committee  to  provide 
guidance  to  ensure  compliance  pursuant  to  this  instrument.  For  the  1995/1996  season  the  following 
individuals  have  been  named  as  the  designated  representatives: 

Bryon  Whitehead  ASSOCIATION 

Lonnie  Keller  ASSOCIATION 

Lousie  Keller  ASSOCIATION/COAUTION 

Karl  Skindingsrude  COALITION 

Larry  Eday  COALITION 

Dave  Conkiin  FWP 

Bob  Keibier  FO.REST  SERVICE 

The  FVv'P  and  FOREST  SERVICE  representatives  are  r.cr.  voting  memoers,  but  aresent  tor  tecnnica 
aavice  and  to  monitor  compliance. 

7.  Hold  the  FWP  and  FOREST  SERVICE  harmless  from  and  indemnity  them  from  and  against  all  liabiliry 
for  injuries  to  or  death  of  persons  or  damage  to  property  arising  from  the  negligent  or  reckless  acts 
of  Its  employees  or  agents  in  carrying  out  the  terms  of  this  instrument. 

IV.  THE  FOREST  SERVICE  SHALL: 

1.  Allow  its  lands,  in  the  areas  indicated  on  the  attached  maps,  to  be  used  for  snowmobiling. 

2.  Allow  the  ASSOCIATION/COALITION,  upon  review  and  approval  by  the  FOREST  SERVICE  and  the 
FWP  of  detailed  annual  operating  plans,  to  improve  trails  by  machine  grading,  cutting  brush  and  small 
timber,  minor  bridge  construction  and  other  improvements  as  may  be  necessary. 

3.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  other  parties  to  this  instrument  for  the  purpose  of  coordinating 
activities  undertaken  pursuant  to  this  instrument. 

4.  When  and  if  funds  are  available,  make  plastic  blazes  available  to  the  ASSOCIATION/COALITION  for 
trail  marking. 


5.  Perform  periodic  inspection  of  the  ASSOCIATION/COAUTION  performance  of  plowing  and  sanding 
of  Road  316  and  the  Canyon  Creek  parking  lot. 

V.  THE  FWP  SHALL: 

1.  Reimburse  the  ASSOCIATION/COAUTION  for  the  costs  it  incurs  for  grooming  trails  not  to  exceed 
the  annual  grant  amount  per  snow  season.  Costs  shall  be  based  upon  rates  established  through 
negotiation  with  local  contractors  by  the  ASSOCIATION/COAUTION.  The  FWP  will  have  no  liability  for 
charges  in  excess  of  the  annual  grant  amount  per  snow  season,  unless,  within  the  sole  discretion  of 
the  FWP,  it  is  determined  that  sufficient  additional  funds  exist  in  the  Snowmobile  Trail  Grooming 
Account.  If  funds  are  available  in  that  account,  grooming  costs  may  be  reimbursed  after  the  maximum 
charge  of  the  annual  grant  amount  has  been  incurred  by  the  ASSOCIATION/COAUTION,  provided, 
however,  that  such  reimbursement  shall  be  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  FWP. 

2.  fvlonitor  the  ASSOCIATION/COALITION  for  performance  standards  and  safety,  and  report  to  the 
FOREST  SERVICE  adequacy  of  ASSOCIATION/COAUTION  performance. 

3.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  the  other  parties  to  this  instrument  for  the  purpose  of  coordinating 
activities  undertaken  pursuant  to  this  instrument. 

4.  Maintain  and  enforce  guidelines  of  grooming  according  to  USDA  FSH  2309.  18,  Trails  Handbook 
and  appropriate  FWP  standards. 

5.  Present  to  the  FOREST  SERVICE  an  Annual  Plan  of  Operations  for  its  approval  by  November  1 5  cf 
each  year  for  all  Flathead  Forest  trail  areas. 

6.  For  the  purposes  of  this  agreement  the  ASSOCIATION  and  COOPEFIATOR  are  indeoenaen: 
contractors  and  the  FW?  shall  in  no  way  be  responsible  for  the  payment  of  Workers  Compensation 
or  unemployment  insurance,  income  tax  withholdings  or  any  other  withholdings  required  by  State  o' 
Feoeral  law. 

VI.  IT  IS  MUTUALLY  UNDERSTOOD  AND  AGREED  BY  AND  BETWEEN  ALL  PARTIES  THAT: 

1.  Any  oroposed  Development  or  betterment  projects  will  be  jointly  agreed  to  in  writing  oy  tne 
cdOPERATORS  pnor  to  their  initiation. 

2.  This  instrument  is  neither  a  fiscal  nor  a  funds  obligation  document.  Any  endeavor  involving 
reimbursement  or  contribution  of  funds  between  the  parties  to  this  instrument  will  be  handled 
in  accordance  with  applicable  laws,  regulations,  and  procedures  including  those  for  Govern- 
ment procurement  and  printing.  Such  endeavors  will  be  outlined  in  separate  agreements  tha; 
shall  be  made  in  writing  by  representatives  of  the  parties  and  shall  be  independently  authonzec 
by  appropriate  statutory  authority.  This  instrument  does  not  provide  such  authority.  Specifically, 
this  instrument  does  not  establish  authority  for  noncompetitive  award  to  the  cooperator  of  any 
contract  or  other  agreement.  Any  contract  or  agreement  for  training  or  other  services  must  fully 
comply  with  all  applicable  requirements  for  competition. 

3.  No  contributions  herein  provided  for  shall  entitle  the  ASSOCIATION,  the  COALITION,  or  the  Fv;= 
to  any  share  or  interest  in  the  said  facilities  other  than  the  right  to  use  the  same  under  the 
regulations  of  the  FOREST  SERVICE. 

4.  Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  allow  the  ASSOCIATION/COAUTION  to  conduct  spec;2 
recreation  events  on  National  Forest  System  lands.  Permission  in  the  form  of  a  Special  Use 
Permit  and/or  Letter  of  Authorization  will  be  required  to  conduct  such  events  on  Federal  lanes 
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5.  Permission  to  perform  work  on  National  Forest  Lands  under  the  terms  of  this  instrument  do  not 
in  any  way  convey  to  the  ASSOCIATION,  COAUTION,  or  the  FWP,  their  officials,  or  any  person 
or  persons  working  wrth  the  FOREST  SERVICE  in  the  performance  of  said  work,  employee 
status  that  would  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of  the  Federal  Employees  Compensation  Act,  as 
amended. 

6.  The  snowmobile  trails  and  facilities  will  be  open  to  the  general  public.  The  ASSOCIATION,  the 
COALITION,  and  the  FWP  will  in  no  way  control  access  to  or  use  of  the  trails  or  improvements. 

7.  Pursuant  to  Section  22,  Title  41 ,  United  States  Code,  no  member  of,  or  Delegate  to,  Congress 
shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  instrument,  or  any  benefits  that  may  arise  therefrom. 

8.  COOPERATORS  will  comply  with  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  (P.L  88-352)  and  in 
accordance  with  Title  VI  of  that  Act,  no  person  in  the  United  States  shall,  on  the  ground  of  race, 
color,  handicap,  or  national  origin,  be  excluded  from  participating  in,  be  denied  the  benefits  of, 
or  be  otherwise  subjeaed  to  discrimination  under  any  program  or  activity  for  which  the  COOP- 
Ei^TORS  receive  Federal  financial  assistance  and  will  immediately  take  any  measures 
necessary  to  effectuate  this  instrument. 

S.  The  ASSOCIATION,  the  COALITION,  and  the  FWP  shall  indemnify  the  United  States  against  any 
liability  for  damage  to  life  or  property  arising  from  the  occupancy  or  use  of  National  Forest  lands 
under  this  Agreement  providing  such  damage  to  life  or  property  is -due  to  the  negligent  acts  or 
omissions  of  the  ASSOCIATION  or  FWP. 

1 0.  Modifications  within  the  scope  of  tne  instrument  shall  be  made  by  mutual  consent  of  the  parties, 
oy  the  issuance  of  a  wrinen  modification,  signed  and  dated  by  all  parties,  prior  to  any  changes 
being  performed.  The  FOREST  SERVICE  is  not  obligated  to  fund  any  changes  not  properly 
approved  in  advance. 

v..  Any  parry,  in  v/riiing.  may  terminate  tne  instrument  in  wnoie,  or  in  part,  at  any  time  before  tne 
date  of  expiration. 

'.2.  Tnis  instrument  is  executec  as  oi  tne  las:  aate  snown  oeiow  and  expires  on  September  3C, 
1996,  at  wnich  time  it  will  oe  suoject  lo  reviev;.  renewal,  or  expiration. 

Vli.      PRINCIPAL  CONTACTS.  Tne  pnncipal  contacts  lor  tne  FOREST  SERVICE  and  the  FWP  are. 

Bob  Keibler  Dave  Conklin 

USDA  Forest  Sen/ice  Montana  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 

Glacier  View  Ranger  District  490  North  Mendian 

774  R.R.  St.  Kalispeil,  MT  59901 

Columbia  Falls,  MT  59912  406-752-5501 

406-892- 

The  principal  contacts  for  the  ASSOCIATION  and  the  COALITION  are  the  current  presidents  of 
the  respective  organizations.  They  may  specifically  designate  representative  for  certain  assign- 
ments, but  remain  responsible. 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  parties  hereto  have  executed  this  instrument  as  of  the  last  date  written  below. 


USDA,  FOREST  SERVICE 
FLAFHEAD  N^<flGNAL  FOREST 

{A&?^ — ' 

JOEL  D.  HOLTROP 


-pFOREST  SUPERVISOR 
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FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  ASSOCIATION 
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TITLE 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH 
WILDUFE'AND  PSRKSO         '^ 


NAME 


TITLE 
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DATE 

NORTHWEST  MONTANA 


DATE 


GROOMING  COALITION 
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DATE 
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DEVELOPMENT  AND  OPERATING  AGREEMENT 

BeCween 

FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  CLUB 

and 

Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

and 
FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST  -  DSDA  FOREST  SERVICE 


THIS  AGREEMENT,  made  and  entered  into  by  and  between  the  Flathead  Snowmobile 
Club,  a  non-profit  corporation  in  the  State  of  Montana,  hereinafter  referred  to 
as  the  CLUB,  and  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  State  of 
Montana,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  DEPARTMENT,  and  the  Flathead  National 
Forest,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Forest  Service,  hereinafter  referred  to  ^\ 
as  the  FOREST  SERVICE,  under  the  provisions  of  Montana,  Code  23,  Chapter  2,  and  3'. 
the  Acts  of  June  30,  1914,  (16  USC  498)  and  June  12,  1960,  (16  USC  530).  The 
three  parties  of  this  agreement  will  be  hereafter  referred  to  as  COOPERATORS. 

WHEREAS,  the  FOREST  SERVICE  is  responsible  for  the  National  Forest's  recreation 
resources  and  their  being  available  for  public  use  and  enjoyment,  and 

WHEREAS,  managed  and  maintained  snowmobile  trails  in  the  vicinity  of  Crane 
Mountain  and  Whitefish  Divide  areas  on  the  Swan  Lake,  Glacier  View,  and  Tally 
Lake  Ranger  Districts,  need  to  be  groomed  to  provide  snowmobilers  with  a  safer 
and  more  enjoyable  recreation  experience,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  CLUB  is  interested  in  assisting  in  the  maintenance  and  operation 
of  snowmobile  facilities  and  activities  on  the  land  administered  by  the  Forest 
Service,  for  use  by  CLUB  members  as  well  as  the  general  public,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  DEPARTMENT  controls  State  funds  earmarked  for  the  development  and 
maintenance  of  snowmobile  trails  and  desires  to  cooperate  with  the  FOREST 
SERVICE  and  the  CLUB  in  the  development  and  maintenance  of  snowmobile 
facilities  on  the  land  administered  by  the  Forest  Service,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  general  public  will  benefit  from  the  three-  parties  cooperating  in 
Che  providing  for  these  recreation  facilities, 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  in  consideration  of  the  above  premises,  the  parties  hereto 

agree  as  follows:  _) 
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A.  THE  CLUB  SHALL: 

1.  Meet  with  the  ScaCe  Co  develop  an  annual  operating  plan  showing 
grooming  routes,  schedules,  signing,  and  club  officers.  Provide  copies  to 
the  DEPARTMENT,  and  in  turn  the  DEPARTMENT  shall  provide  copies  to  the 
FOREST  SERVICE  by  June  15  of  each  year. 

2.  Erect  at  the  trailhead  certain  signs  as  needed  and  store  these  signs 
in  the  off  season.  Necessary  signs  will  be  detailed  in  the  annual 
operating  plan.  Signs  approved  by  the  DEPARTMENT  shall  be  purchased  by  the 
DEPARTMENT  and  installed  by  the  CLUB. 

3.  Provide  and  erect  at  strategic  points  along  the  snowmobile  trails, 
certain  signs  showing  trail  locations,  lengths,  difficulty.  A  sign  which 
states  that  the  project  is  funded  by  state  gasoline  tax  refunds  and 
snowmobile  registration  decal  fees  and  lists  the  cooperators  shall  be 
erected  at  the  parking  area  or  the  trailhead.  Signs  approved  by  the 
DEPARTMENT  will  be  purchased  by  the  DEPARTMENT  and  installed  by  the. CLUB. 

4.  Perform  such  trail  maintenance . and  marking  as  may  be  necessary  to  keep 
the  trails  safe  and  usable.  Monitoring  for  safety  and  usability  should  be 
performed  periodically  by  the  DEPARTMENT.  See  the  USDA  FSH  No.  2309.18 
Trail  Handbook  for  guidelines. 

5.  Provide  trail  grooming  once  a  week,  more  or  less,  depending  upon  Che 
suitability  of  snow  conditions  for  snowmobiling  and  availability  of  funds 
in  their  snowmobile  trail  grooming  budget.  The  CLUB  shall  bill  tl»e 
DEPARTMENT  at  the  end  of  each  grooming  month  for  costs  of  grooming.  The 
CLUB  may  request  an  advance  of  funds  by  writing  the  DEPARTMENT  at  least  two 
(2)  weeks  prior  to  need  for  funds.  The  total  bill  to  the  DEPARTMENT  shall 
not  exceed  the  annual  grant  amount  for  any  snow  season.  The  billings  shall 
itemize  all  expenses  billed  to  the  DEPARTMENT  and  include  documentation  as 
required  by  the  DEPARTMENT. 

6.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  the  other  parties  to  this  Agreemenc 
to  coordinate  activities  pursuant  to  this  Agreement. 

7.  Hold  the  DEPARTMENT  and  FOREST  SERVICE  harmless  from  and  indemnify 
them  from  and  against  all  liability  for  injuries  to  or  death  of  persons  or 
damage  to  property  arising  from  the  negligent  or  reckless  acts  of  its 
employees  or  agents  in  carrying  out  the  terms  of  this  Agreement. 

B.  THE  FOREST  SERVICE  SHALL: 

1.  Allow  its  lands,  in  the  areas  indicated  on  the  attached  maps,  Co  be 
used  for  snowmobiling. 

2.  Allow  the  CLUB,  upon  review  and  approval  by  the  FOREST  SERVICE  and  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  detailed  annual  operating  plans,  to  improve  trails  by  machine 
grading,  cutting  brush  and  small  timber,  minor  bridge  construction  and 
other  improvements  as  may  be  necessary. 


3.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  other  parties  to  this  Agreement  for 
the  purpose  of  coordinating  activities  undertaken  pursuant  to  this 
agreement. 

4.  When  and  if  funds  are  available,  make  plastic  blazes  available  to  the 
CLUB  for  trail  marking. 

C.  THE  DEPARTMENT  SHALL: 

1.  Reimburse  the  CLUB  for  the  costs  it  incurs  for  grooming  trails  not  to 
exceed  the  annual  grant  amount  per  snow  season.  Costs  shall  be  based  upon 
rates  established  through  negotiation  with  local  contractors  by  the  CLUB. 
The  DEPARTMENT  will  have  no  liability  for  charges  in  excess  of  the  annual 
grant  amount  per  snow  season,  unless,  within  the  sole  discretion  of  the 
DEPARTMENT,  it  is  determined  that  sufficient  additional  funds  exist  in  the 
Snowmobile  Trail  Grooming  Account.  If  funds  are  available  in  that  account, 
grooming  costs  may  be  reimbursed  after  the  maximum  charge  of  the  annual 
grant  amount  has  been  incurred  by  the  CLUB,  provided,  however,  that,  such 
reimbursement  shall  be  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  DEPARTMENT. 

2.  Monitor  the  CLUB  for  performance  standards  and  safety,  and 
periodically  report  to  the  FOREST  SERVICE  adequacy  of  CLUB  performance. 

3.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  the  other  parties  to  this  Agreement 
for  the  purpose  of  coordinating  activities  undertaken  pursuant  to  this 
Agreement. 

_    4.    Maintain  and  enforce  guidelines  of  grooming  according  to  USDA  FSH 
_2309.18  Trails  Handbook  and  appropriate  DEPARTMENT  standards. 

5.  An  Annual  Plan  of  Operation  will  be  presented  to  the  FOREST  SERVICE  by 
the  DEPARTMENT  for  its  approval  prior  to  June  15  of  each  year. 

6.  For  the  purposes  of  this  agreement  the  CLUB  is  an  independent 
contractor  and  the  DEPARTMENT  shall  in  no  way  be  responsible  for  the 
payment  of  Workers  Compensation  or  unemployment  insurance,  income  tax 
withholdings  or  any  other  withholdings  required  by  State  or  Federal  law." 

D.  IT  IS  MUTUALLY  AGREED  THAT: 

1«  Any  proposed  development  or  betterment  projects  will  be  jointly  agreed 
to  by  the  the  COOPERATORS  prior  to  their  initiation. 

2.  Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  as  binding  the  COOPERATORS  for  the 
payment  of  money  beyond  the  current  fiscal  year  unless  a  financial  plan  for 
subsequent  years  has  been  approved  by  the  the  COOPERATORS. 

3.  No  contributions  herein  provided  for  shall  entitle  the  CLUB  or  the 
DEPARTMENT  to  any  share  or  interest  in  the  said  facilities  other  than  the 
right  to  use  the  same  under  the  regulations  of  the  FOREST  SERVICE.  All 
improvements  shall  be  and  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Permission  to  perform  work  on  National  Forest  Lands  under  the  terms  of 
this  Agreement  do  not  in  any  way  convey  to  the  CLUB  or  the  DEPARTMENT, 


their  officials,  or  any  person  or  persons  working  with  the  FOREST  SERVICE 
in  the  performance  of  said  work,  employee  status  that  would  extend  to  them 
the  benefits  of  the  Federal  Employees  Compensation  Act,  as  amended. 

5.  The  snowmobile  trails  and  facilities  will  be  open  to  the  general 
public.  The  CLUB  and  the  DEPARTMENT  will  in  no  way  control  access  to  or 
use  of  the  trails  or  improvements. 

6.  No  member  of,  or  delegate  to.  Congress  or  Resident  Commissioner  shall 
be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  Agreement,  or  to  any  benefit  that 
may  arise  therefrom;  but  this  provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
this  Agreement  if  made  with  a  corporation  for  its  general  benefit. 

7.  COOPERATORS  will  comply  with  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964 
(P.L.  88-352)  and  in  accordance  with  Title  VI  of  that  Act,  no  person  in  the 
United  States  shall,  on  the  ground  of  race,  color,  handicap,  or  national 
origin,  be  excluded  from  participating  in,  be  denied  the  benefits  of,  or  be 
otherwise  subjected  to  discrimination  under  any  program  or  activity  for 
which  the  COOPERATORS  receive  Federal  financial  assistance  and  '  will 
-immediately  take  any  measures,  necessary  to  effectuate  this  Agreement... 

8.  The  CLUB  and  the  DEPARTMENT  shall  indemnify  the  United  States  against 
any  liability  for  damage  to  life  or  property  arising  from  the  occupancy  or 
use  of  National  Forest  lands  under  this  Agreement  providing  such  damage  to 
life  or  property  is  due  to  the  negligent  acts  or  omissions  of  the  CLUB  or 

DEPARTMENT. 

9.  This  Agreement  may  be  revised  as  necessary,  by  mutual  consent  of  all 
parties,  by  the  issuance  of  a  written  amendment,  signed  and  dated  by  all 
parties. 

10.  The  rights  and  obligations  of  any  party  to  this  agreement  may  be 
terminated  upon  the  giving  of  thirty  (30)  days  written  notice  by  that 
party.  Unless  terminated  or  modified  by  written  notice,  this  Agreement 
will  remain  in  force  indefinitely. 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  parties  hereto  have  executed  this  Agreement  as  of  the      '^ 
last  date  written  below. 

FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST  '  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE 

AND   PARKS 


TITLE 


DATE 


/jfti^^^t^Y^ /' ;  l^S^l       dateJ^WC  '       '    ~ 


FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  CLUB 

BY  /^^.^^-Z^  X^^^Y^ 

TITLE  Krr<'Ot^i        ^Sr- 
DATE   /*  /  h    I    S""^  7 


di 


L 


I 


AMENDMENT  #1 

for 

DEVELOPMENT  AND  OPERATING  AGREEMENT 

Between 

FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  CLUB 

and 

Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

and 
FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST  -  USDA  FOREST  SERVICE 


'^ 


The  agreement  dated  January  21,  1987  is  hereby  amended  as  follows: 

Paragraph  #3  on  page  1  of  this  agreement  is  modified  to  incorporate  the  Hungry  Horse 
Ranger  District  and  now  reads  as  follows:  ...  ... .. -._^„. 

WHEREAS,  managed  and  maintained  snowmobile  trails  in  the  vicinity  of  Crane 
Mountain,  Whitefish  Divide,  Desert  Mountain  and  Emery  Bay  areas  on  the  Swan 
Lake,  Glacier  View,  Tally  Lake,  and  Hungry  Horse  Ranger  Districts,  need  to  be 
groomed  to  provide  snowmobilers  with  a  safer  and  more  enjoyable  recreation 
experience,  eind  ,_^ 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  parties  hereto  have  executed  this  Amendment  as  of  the  last 
date  written  below. 


FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST 


TITLE  fdYe^  c^y^^y-^"^ 

DATE       /////^ 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE 
AND  PARKS 


TITLE 


DATE  KOj^/ed 


FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  CLUB 


BY  

TITLE 
DATE 


D 


•>««l'^ 


^  -fv^. 


7 


.:i^   / 


)        1^      ..-^ 


V  :/, 


\x- 


7     "^ 


s 


,7157.^  Ouseli 
••      L  Peak 


.„^'" 


in  — 


^^■1: 


-15 


1  I 


i/te  ii£«jL -1  ;1- 


'739' 


(ofc  Pyramid- 
]^:  Peak  -^ 
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N^^        7564  -» Jnangle 


„^\_  •  1       Z'  ' — j  N    rMountain  -j 
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APPENDIX  A. 3 
DEVELOPMENT  AND  OPERATING  AGREEMENT 

Between 

Vlcdrh  Pn  ri SNOWMOBILE   CLUB 

and 

Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

and 

r    I OL~th  e  a^<r-L. NATIONAL  FOREST  -  USDA  FOREST  SERVICE 

THIS   AGREEMENT,   made   and   entered  into  by  and  between  the 

flOj-h  ( /J  d^^ Snowmobile  Club,  a  non-profit  organization 

in  the  State  of  Montana,  ("the  Club"),  and  the  Montana  Department 
of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  State  of  Montana,  ("the  Department"), 
and  the  rla±h^a<i  National  Forest,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Forest  Service,  ("the  Forest  Service") ,  collectively, 
("the  Cooperators")  under  the  provisions  of  Montana,  Code  23, 
Chapter  2,  and  the  Acts  of  June  30,  1914  (16  USC  498)  and  June  12, 
1960,  (16  USC  530) , 


^ 


WITNESSETH: 

RECITALS 

1.  The  Forest  Service  is  responsible  for  the  National  Forests' 
recreation  resources  and  their  being  available  for  public  use 
and  enjoyment,  and 

2.  Managed  and  maintained  snowmobile  trails  in  the  vicinity  of 
CU'lunvi^\r^    ^gf.l^  an  A      Oln^i/  on  the^/i.-  ,^r  n  r^^lfill^/   LA  Kjl. 

Ranger  District,  need  to  be /groomed  to  provide  snovmobilers 
with  a  safer  and  more  enjoyable  recreation  experience,  and 

3.  The  Club  is  interested  in  assisting  in  the  maintenance  and 
operation  of  snowmobile  facilities  and  activities  on  the  land 
administered  by  the  Forest  Service,  for  use  by  Club  members  as 
well  as  the  general  public,  and 

4.  The  Department  controls  State  funds  earmarked  for  the 
development  and  maintenance  of  snowmobile  trails  and  desires 
to  cooperate  with  the  Forest  Service  and  the  Club  in  the 
development  and  maintenance  of  snowmobile  facilities  on  the 
land  administered  by  the  Forest  Service,  and 

5.  The  general  public  will  benefit  from  the  three _  parties 
cooperating  in  the  providing  for  these  recreation  facilities.     ^ 


JfOW,  THEREFORE   in 

hereto  agree  aL  \    ."l^^^ideration  of  ^^ 

as  follows:      °"  ^^  the  above  preinises  th. 

'•    ™E  club  shall:  ''^^^^^^ 


A. 


or  eac,  yea..   ^''^^  P"vlae  cc^piV^  \°  ^^i^,  "pSfs^S"^'  "^  in't".'"? 
...   2-    Erect,.  ...  .  ^"^"byMay  1 


Jhese'signs^Tn'^th^J^  the  ^^^ilhead  cert.,-    • 

3.    p>-„„,-.  installed  b) 


n 
e 


3now:nobiie''tr''an^,  ^"^   ^^ect   at   .  "^ 

refunds  and  sn^^  ^^^  Project  f^^/"^  ^^^^  or  \^^°5=f  ions,  ani 
^ooperators   p  °'^°^iie  reqlstr-.^  •  ^''"^^^  ^7  state  ^^^^  ^  ^ign 

"— ry  to"S|^  t1,rtr'alf  ^  maintenance  and 

^"  thear  snowmobile  ?Ln°'^°^^ii"g 
6.   Bi^^  ^^^  '"''^'■^    grooming 

S?"C'€F-^^^"2itlijV'^'^-'-^^n"c.?an™^   -"-  -^ 
amount  f„ta"=«=  and  b  n  f ^  .*'"°  "^^"t^  P?ior  t„  "  °^  f""ds  by 

O^Part„ent"  ^^  -dude  ^%u..„l%.l'-\^  ^^^U     T^itL^'^l^l 

7.   Meet  "^'""^  ^y      'h- 

*«-.ree.ent%-"-^X^or  .o«  .    „^^^  ^^^ 

carrying  out  the 


B.  THE  FOREST  SERVICE  SHALL: 

1.  Allow  its  lands,  in  the  areas  indicated  on  the  attached 
maps,  to  be  used  for  snowmobiling. 

2.  Allow  the  Club,  upon  review  and  approval  by  the  Forest 
Service  and  the  Department  of  detailed  annual  operating  plans,  to 
improve  trails  by  machine  grading,  cutting  brush  and  small  timber, 
minor  bridge  construction  and  other  improvements  as  may  be 
necessary. 

3.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  other  parties  to  this 
agreement  for  the  purpose  of  coordinating  activities  undertaken 
pursuant  to  this  agreement. 

4.  When  and  if  funds  are  available,  make  plastic  blazers 
available  to  the  Club  for  trail  marking. 

C.  THE  DEPARTMENT  SHALL: 

1.  Reimburse  the  Club  for  the  costs  it  incurs  for  grooming 
trails  not  to  exceed  the  annual  grant  amount  per  snow  season. 
Costs  shall  be  based  upon  rates  established  through  negotiation. 
with  local  contractors  by  the  Club.  The  Department  wi^ll  have  no 
liability  for  charges  in  excess  of  the  annual  grant  amount  per  snow 
season,  unless,  within  the  sole  discretion  of  the  Department,  it  is 
determined  that  sufficient  additional  funds  exist  in  the  Snowmobile 
Trail  Grooming  Account.  If  funds  are  available  in  that  account, 
grooming  costs  may  be  reimbursed  after  the  maximum  charge  of  the 
annual  grant  amount  has  been  incurred  by  the  Club,  provided, 
however,  that  such  reimbursement  shall  be  at  the  sole  discretion  of 
the  Department. 

2.  Monitor  the  Club  for  performance  guidelines  and  safety, 
and  periodically  report  to  the  Forest  Service  the  adequacy  of  Club 
performance. 

3.  Meet  annually  or  more  often  with  the  other  parties  to 
this  agreement  for  the  purpose  of  coordinating  activities 
undertaken  pursuant  to  this  agreement. 

4.  Maintain  and  enforce  guidelines  of  grooming  according  to 
USDA  FSH  2  3  09.18  Trails  Handbook  and  appropriate  Department 
guidelines. 

5.  An  Annual  Plan  of  Operation  will  be  presented  to  the 
Forest  Service  by  the  Department  for  its  approval  prior  to  May  1  of 
each  year. 

D.  IT  IS  MUTUALLY  AGREED  THAT: 


1.  Any  proposed  development  or  betterment  projects  will  be 
jointly  agreed  to  by  the  Cooperators  prior  to  their  initiation. 

2.  Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  as  binding  the 
Cooperators  for  the  payment  of  money  beyond  the  current  fiscal  year 
unless  a  financial  plan  for  subsequent  years  has  been  approved  by 
the  Cooperators. 

3 .  No  contributions  herein  provided  for  shall  entitle  the 
Club  or  the  Department  to  any  share  or  interest  in  the  said 
facilities  other  than  the  right  to  use  the  same  under  the 
regulations  of  the  Forest  Service.  All  improvements  shall  be  and 
remain  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Permission  to  work  on  National  Forest  Lands  under  the 
terms  of  this  Agreement  do  not  in  any  way  convey  to  the  Club  or  the 
Department,  their  officials,  or  any  person  or  persons  working  with 
the  Forest  Service  in  the  performance  of  said  work,  employee  status 
that  would  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of  the  Federal  Employees 
Compensation  Act,  as  amended. 

5.  The  snowmobile  trails  and  facilities  will  be  open  to  the 
general  public.  The  Club  and  the  Department  will  in  no  way  control 
access  to  or  use  of  the  trails  or  improvements. 

6.  No  member  of,  or  delegate  to,  Congress  or  Resident 
Commissioner  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this 
Agreement,  or  to  any  benefit  that  may  arise  therefrom;  but  this 
provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  this  Agreement  if 
made  with  a  corporation  for  its  general  benefit. 

7.  Cooperators  will  comply  with  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1964  (P.L.  88-352)  and  in  accordance  with  Title  VI  of  that 
Act,  no  person  in  the  United  States  shall,  on  the  ground  of  race, 
color,  handicap,  or  national  origin,  be  excluded  from  participating 
in,  be  denied  the  benefits  of,  or  be  otherwise  subjected  to 
discrimination  under  any  program  or  activity  for  which  the 
Cooperators  receive  Federal  financial  assistance  and  will 
immediately  take  any  measures  necessary  to  effectuate  this 
Agreement. 

8.  The  Club  and  the  Department  shall  indemnify  the  United 
States  against  any  liability  for  damage  to  life  or  property  arising 
from  the  occupancy  or  use  of  National  Forest  lands  under  this 
Agreement,  providing  such  damage  to  life  or  property  is  due  to  the 
negligent  acts  or  omissions  of  the  Club  or  Department. 

9.  This  Agreement  may  be  revised  as  necessary,  by  mutual 
consent  of  all  parties,  by  the  issuance  of  a  v/ritten  amendment, 
signed  and  dated  by  all  parties. 

10.  The  rights  and  obligations  of  any  party  to  this  agreement 


M 


( r 


s( 


(€ 


may  be  terminated  upon  the  giving  of  thirty  (30)  days  written 
notice  by  that  party.  Unless  terminated  by  written  notice,  this 
Agreement  will  remain  in  force  indefinitely. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  parties  hereto  have  executed  this  Agreement 
as  of  the  last  date  written  below. 

NATIONAL  FOREST 


BY 


TITLE 


DATE 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH, 
WILDLIFE  AND  PARKS 


BY 


TITLE 


DATE 


SNOWMOBILE  CLUB 


BY  ^^.^__  ^ff/^!5^£^ 


TITLE  P/Ze^.'c/^r^i^ 


DATE 


f-z^-^^- 


snomo\dev&oper . agr 
rev.  3-91 


2.4.1   SNOWMOBILE  TRAIL  PROJECT  PROPOSAL/APPLICATION 
Fiscal  Year  1994  (7/1/^  -  6/30/5^''^ 


1.  Project  Sponsor:  Snowmobile  club/organization  applying  for 
funds.  Print  Legibly  or  type  mailing  address  for  sponsor. 
This  is  the  address  to  which  program  funds  and  correspondence 
will  be  mailed. 


'± 


(r^/^-yL  f^(i<^/ 


Ko,  w^^^  i_i  ^ rrrr ,^9  9o3-  5Q^^/ 


Number  of  members  in  club 


aio 


Map  of  Project  Area.  A  trail  map  must  be  included  with  this 
application  identifying  trails  to  be  groomed  and/or  developed. 

Estimated  Total  Project  Cost:  The  total  project  cost  (A)  is 
the  sum  of  the  dollar  value  of  (B)  sponsor  contributions  such 
as  value  of  volunteer  time,  sponsor  funds,  donated  materials, 
etc.  plus  (C)  those  funds  requested  from  the  state 'snowmobile 
fund . 

A.  B.  C. 

Total  Sponsor  Requested  $ 

Costs  Contribution      From  State  Fund 


Grooming       ^^,00^ 
Repair         ^O'^OCd 
Plowing  -^ 

Development*    /  (^j<^'^ 
Administrative   '/■S''^^ 


3>o^  coO 


3; 


£,  £3<^ 


Total 


9^  5oO 


3^60^ 


6>3,^^^ 


Development:  On  separate  paper,  provide  written  detail  of  any 
development  included  in  this  application  including  work  to  be 
accomplished,  estimated  cost,  an  accurate  drawing  or 
photograph  of  structures  to  be  developed  and  location  of 
development  on  accompanying  trail  map.  This  development  must 
be  approved  by  the  landowner  or  land  managing  agency  and  proof 
of  that  approval  must  be  provided  to  Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks 
before  state  snowmobile  funds  will  be  provided. 


rev.  3-91 
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6B.       With    Sponsor    (club)    equipment)  . 


6C. 


By    an    independent    contractor   operating  their    own    equipment. 
Attach   a   copy   of   proof   of   liability   insurance,    Workers' 
Compensation   Certification   and  club-contractor   agreement. 

N  /fl 


Contractor 


Equipment  Type 


Size 


Width 


6D.    Indicate  any  additional  or  future  equipment  needs  and/or 
anticipated  major  maintenance  needs. 


Trail  Signing.  Identify  signing  needs  for  the  upcoming 
season.   (use  additional  sheet  if  necessary) 


Type  of  Sign 


Quantity 


S.    If  applicable,  is  this  proposal  consistent  with  approved 
Forest  Service  travel  plans  or  ELM  unit  plans? 

Ncz  applicable;  all  trails  on  private  land. 

Yes.   See  v;ritten  approval. 

No.   -^-pproval  Pending.   Explain  on  separate  page. 


9.    Total  number  of  trail  users  (last  season).   List  by  trail. 

Trail  name  Total  #  of  Users 


Attach  copy  of  trail  count  or  other  records.   Use  separate 
sheet  if  necessary. 


10.   Describe  the  extent  of  Safety  and  Education  Program; 


oee  f)+4R(Lh<^cL     3hec±, 
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12.   Club  Officers.  (Type  or    ■ 

Grooming  chair 
Name_^'^^/7/e, 


Phons  (V.-) 


---acres   ^ " — 


-^-Tone 


ChjZSsZ.^. 


-  _-  o  u  v,"  ^  s  ri  ~ 

-  "he  tc-=i 


-snr  approved  (r~h  ^  ^'  "'■  7-   "•  ~-'^-  amounr  -■ 

^~--   ^"^ecessarv,  ~pr^^S~~,^~    ==nringenr  o- 

-----als)?  ves^  :/   ^?--°;-^£,   agreements' 


£rid 


^c_  you  wish  ro  be  i 


A .   I  f  c  1  u  h  /  ■ ° 

you  want'  ^ul? °"^°''^  °°^=  groominc:  with  " 


ao 
Mb 


I'es 


--n\'an?cTub'ur;ultT'^.^^^^^  to  a  private  contractor   - 

'^i^-y   insurance  from  the  5-^?^'°^'.°°  ^^^ 
Yes  /  s^ate  policy?  * 
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-n  ;  s^^^n^-e  ^'^y   »-t  s,;^^^?,-  -;  available 


2-1 


17 
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Clubs/sponsors  must  also  provide  proof  of  insurance  coverage 
if  they  do  not  purchase  insurance  from  the  state  policy. 

15.   Assurances: 

We  shall  remove,  lessen  or  sign  known  and  potential  hazards  in 
cooperation  with  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  and  affected 
landowners.  We  will  have  a  safety  plan  detailing  education 
efforts,  search  and  rescue,  accident  reporting  and  follow-up 
procedures  developed  prior  to  any  trail  grooming. 

Before  any  mid-season  trail  additions  or  route  changes,  we 
will: 

1)  Obtain,  in  writing,  permission  from  any  private  or  public 
landowner  or  land  management  agency  affected  and  provide  to 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks. 

2)  Receive  written  approval,  including  wildlife  and  safety 
clearances,  for  such  additions/changes  from  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks. 

For  any  organized  special  events,  including  competitive 
events,  fun  runs  or  activities  outside  of  normal  trail  use,  we 
will: 

1)  Contact  the  appropriate  land-managing  agency (ies)  for  the 
necessary  permits. 

2}   Develop  a.n  event-specific  safety  plan. 

when  applicable,  all  operations  shall  follow  the  "Development 
and  Operating  Agreement"  between  the  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks;  the  U.S.  Forest  Service;  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  and  snowmobile  clubs. 


A 


y^z.o'hT. — ^ 


lUJ^^^^i^    -Ty/Ac-.        ^^/9^ 


C?lub   President/Chair  Date  ''  Secretary   or^Treasurer     Sate 
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Operating  Plan 
Trail  grooming;  1996-1997 
Flathead  Snowmobile  .-Vssociation 
MT  Department  Fish  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Dave  Conkiin 

Dear  Dave. 

tne  Flathead  Snowmobile  .Association  will  begm  grooming  approximately  Dec.  1. 
199c  and  cease  operation  when  snow  conditions  no  longer  warrant  grooming,  or  .A.pril 
Is:. 

Grooming  will  be  carried  on  through  Canyon  Creek,  over  Whjter.sh  Divide,  to  Big 
Mountain,  the  survival  cabin,  over  Werner  Peak,  to  connect  with  the  Upper  Vvlutefish 
Trail  from  Olney  to  Upper  WTiitecsh  Laice  and  Red  Meadow  Lake,  and  Taylor  Creek  Trai; 
to  a  trail  head  on  the  Whitefish  Lake  Road.  There  will  also  be  occasional  groommg  tc 
Kimberiv  Basin,  the  Nicola  Locc  near  Werner  Peak  and  of  the  Crane  Mountain  trail  also 
of  the  Desert  Mountain  area. 

Our  Jiroomer  vviii  be  cce.'atec  rv  Don  Hanics.  Lcnme  K.e::er.  a.".c:  .Mark 
N'arLNvhuis.  all  are  exuer^enced  crerators.   Thev  will  ac  Canvcr.  Cree>:.  and  sic  .Mcur.tai." 
twice  wee.kiv.  when  snow  conditions  allow    T:a:i  neac  a.nd  base  for  tne  uircer  Wmrefisn 
Lake  Road  uroomin'^  will  be  the  cari'ii'^'^  area  tr.e  at  tne  oovN'e*"  'me  but  if  iccmn*'  's  ir  "^^ 
area  we  will  becnn  groorrjng  a:  tne  enc  of  :ne:r  t;iowed  areas  anc  will  restrict  cari-cni:  •.r. 
C'"  ic"    "r— it!  ri*an^  tcr  t"^^  "^"^ViC"  r''*'*^^'  w"*'  "'^•^  •"  ""•^  ^t""','*^'  "*'  c"""""^"*  Whi^^'^sr  '  '^^'^ 


iT-,«i-ld     ^Or 
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"ncem  for  avalanche  is  ever  'u'emer  real: ::  connect  w-.tn  tne  Urrer  Vv"r.::ef.: 

road,  crrocmina  of  Werner  Peak  will  cease,  tne  area  be  pcstec.  anc  our  cn'ocmer  wili 
reach  tne  Uccer  W"nite5sh  trail  thrcucr.  the  Oinev  or  Tavicr  Cree;:  traiiheads. 

The  Flathead  Snowmobile  .Association  works  witn  tne  Fiatnead  Searcn  anc 
Rescue,  the  North  Valley  Searcn  and  Rescue  when  dealing  with  lost  winter  recreationjsti 
a  list  of  snowmobilers  is  available  to  each  group.  Kim  Potter  has  also  requested  that  we 
work  w-ith  his  group.  In  case  of  Lniury  on  the  trail  or  snowmobile  areas,  a  sncwmobiier :; 
instructed  tc  go  to  the  nearest  t:none  or  C.3    and  notify'  .-jen  or  nearest  emercenc. 
medical  Unit.  Our  gioomer  is  ecuit:ced  witn  a  2  wav  radio  tnat  is  in  toucn  witn  ai;  law 
eniorcement  and  emercenct*  racio^  m  tne  Flatheac 


BvTon  Whitehead. 

President 

Flathead  Snowmobile  .Association 
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FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  ASSOCIATION 
Goals  and  Objectives 

I.        Preserve  Scenic  Recreational  Area  for  the  use  and  pleasure  of  MANY  people 

A.  Since  our  earth  is  becoming  overpoputated,  we  want  to  provide  space 
for  each  of  us  to  enjoy  the  unique  majesty  and  magnificence  of 
MONTANA 

B.  There  is  plenty  of  space  for  all  of  us  if  we  will  cooperate,  share,  and 
learn  to  be  considerate  of  the  needs  and  interests  of  each  other 

II.  Promoting  family  participation  in  the  wholesome  environment  of  Snowmobiling 
in  the  fresh,  pure  air  in  the  mountains  of  MONTANA 

A.  Providing  safe  access  to  areas  for  a  Major  Percentage  of  the  population 
of  Montana~to  experience  the  grandeur  of  the  mountains  that  would  be 
impossible  by  any  other  means 

1 .  Marking  trails 

2.  Grooming  trails 

3.         Guided  tours  by  Snowmobiles 

C.  Group  outings  and  activities 

III.  Bringing  people  into  the  area  for  business  and  recreation  potential 

A.         Connecting  (by  Snowmobile  trail)  the  North  Fork  area  to  Ten  Lakes  area 
S.         V\/elcoming  other  snowmobile  clubs  to  our  snowmobile  functions 

l\'.        Cooperating    with     MONTANA     STATE     SNOWMOBILE     ASSOCIATION     i-, 
promoting  snowmobiling 

A.  Encouraging  Licensing  and  Decal  Usage  on  all  snowmobiles  belonging  tc 
members 

'.         A  percentage  of  gasoline  tax  money  is  set  aside  for  grooming 
snowmobile  trails 

V.       Developing  Standards  of  Safety  and  Survival  Skills 

A.  Cabin  for  temporary  shelter  (for  winter  use)  for  the  use  of  stranded 
outdoorsmen  in  emergency  situations 

B.  Providing  signs  on  trails 

C.  Providing  information  regarding  weather  conditions  and  hazards 
1 .         Videotape  on  Avalanches  (Forest  Service) 

D.  Providing  Pamphlets  and  Area  Maps  (Forest  Service) 

E.  Involving  members  in  Search  and  Rescue 


AVALANCHE  AWARENESS  AND  SIGNING  PLAN 
FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  ASSOCIATION 

A.  EDUCATION 

The  club  Safety  Officer  will  coordinate  with  the  Northwestern  Montana  Avalanche 
Information  System  (Stan  Bones,  837-5081)  to  ensure  that  the  club  receives 
advisories  by  FAX  and  that  an  annual  one-night  avalanche  awareness  session  is 
advertised  and  offered  to  the  public  each  December. 

B.  PUBLIC  AWARENESS 

The  club  spokesperson  will  issue  a  weekly  grooming  report  on  thursdays  during  the 
grooming  season  (December  -  March)  to  the  paper  and  all  the  radio  stations.  The 
spokesperson  will  remind  all  snowmobilers  to  call  the  "Avalanche  Advisory  and  Snow 
Report"  toll  free  at  1-800-526-5329  for  snow  conditions  and  to  understand  and  be 
aware  of  avalanche  conditions  before  riding  on  any  trails. 

C.  TRAIL  SIGNING 

The  club  Grooming  Chairman  will  ensure  that  the  known  avalanche  areas  shown  on 
tne  map  in  Aopendix  A  are  marked  on  each  end  where  they  cross  the  groomed  trail 
with  a  24"  MUTCD  standard  black  on  yellow  "Avalanche  Area"  warning  signs  above 

"2x18  "No  Stopping  Next Mile,"  and  "Danger,  Travel  Beyond  This  Point  Not 

Aavised"  addendum  signs. 

Groomer  operators  will  check,  adjust  and/or  repair  signs  as  the  trail  is  groomed  or  a: 
leasi  once  per  week  to  verify  they  are  visible. 

Snowmobilers  will  remain  on  groomed  trails  adjacent  to  Upper  Whitefish  Lake  after 
February  1  5  because  of  the  Bald  Eagle  nest. 

D.  TRAILHEAD  SIGNING 

The  Grooming  Chairman  will  ensure  that  a  trailhead  sign  is  installed  and  maintained 
which  will  post  the  "Avalanche  Advisory  and  Snow  Reports"  toll  free  number  (1-800- 
526-5329),  the  911  emergency  number,  and  the  snowmobile  trailhead  awareness 
sign.  In  the  event  of  an  ongoing  logging  operation,  sections  of  trails  may  need  to  be 
closes.    If  this  occurs,  appropriate  signing  will  be  required. 

E.  TRAIL  MAPS 

"  Montana  fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (FWP)  will  ensure  that  all  Flathead  snowmobile  trail 
maps  published  by  FWP  will  indicate  known  avalanche  areas  and  will  include 
information  regarding  avalanches  and  the  inherent  risks  of  the  sport  of  snowmobiling. 


SIGN  PLAN 
FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  ASSOCIATION 

CANYON  CREEK.  DESERT  MOUNTAIN,  CRANE  MOUNTAIN 


The  grooming  chairman  will  ensure  that  the  avalanche  signs  will  be  installed  before 
the  grooming  season  begins. 

The  grooming  operator  will  leave  a  sign  at  the  trailhead  indicating  he  is  grooming  the 
trails,  and  to  drive  with  caution. 


CANYON  CREEK 
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1.  Snowslide  Area 

2.  Entering  Private  Land,  Exiting  Private  Land 
( Install  Wherever  Appropriate  ) 

3.  Logging  Operation-No  Snowmobiling  On 
Plowed  Roads.  (Install  Wherever  Appropriate) 

4.  Bulletin  Board 

*  Avalanche  Advisory  And  Snow  Report,  1-800-526-5329 

*  (  Pack-It-In,  Pack-It-Out )  Policy 

*  Emergency  Phone  No.  911 

5.  Trailhead  Ahead 

6.  Intersection  Ahead 
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*  Snow  Report,  1-800-526-5329 
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*  Emergency  Phone  No.  911 

4.  Trailhead  Ahead 
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FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILING  ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY  PLAN 

At  meeting  for  club  members 

1.  The  club  has  been  provided  with  a  safety  program  entitled  MONTANA 
SNOWMOBILE  SAFETY  AND  YOU.  With  guidance  from  this  program, 
the  club  will  have  a  30  minute  safety  meeting  each  fall.  Topics  covered 
are: 

a.  Handling  emergencies 

b.  Machine  Maintenance  and  Repair 

c.  First  Aid 

d.  Know  the  Area 

e.  Survival  Equipment 

f.  Notify  Someone  of  your  Destination 

g.  Avalanche  Awareness  and  Precaution 


B.         Search  and  Rescue 

1 .  Club  members  make  themselves  available  as  needed  by  the  local  Search 
and  Rescue 

2.  While  in  a  search  and  rescue  situation,  club  members  involved  will 
comply  with  all  directions  and  regulations  set  by  authoritative 
organization  of  the  search  and  rescue  process. 


Accident  Reporting 

All  known  acciaents  will  be  reported  to  State  or  local  law  enforcement 
agency  responsible  for  collecting  reoorts  of  accidents  involving  motor 
vehicles  if  said  accident  is  a  collision  or  upset  where  personal  injur\' 
occurs  or  where  property  damage  exceeds  $100,000. 

2.         Accident  Report  forms  are  provided  to  the  club  Safety   Officers  bv 
Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (FWP) 


Bulletin  Board 

1.  Location:    Parking  areas 

2.  Will  contain 

a.  Avalanche  advisory  number  (1-800-526-5329) 

b.  Garbage  disposal  policies  --  Pack-In,  Pack-Out 


AIR  QUALITY 

In  snowmobile  meetings  Air  Quality  mitigation  measures  such  as  keeping  motors 
tuned  are  discussed. 


VEGETATION 

At  snowmobile  meetings  awareness  of  the  issue  will  be  emphasized.  Snowmobilers 
will  be  requested  to  wash  the  undercarriage  of  their  vehicles  in  the  fall  to  remove 
weed  seed. 


WATER  QUALITY 

Biodegradable  oil  is  available  to  use  in  snowmobiles  which  should  aid  in  the  reduction 
of  water  contamination  in  event  of  spillage.  Users  should  be  encouraged  to  use  this 
type  of  oil. 


WILDERNESS 

There  are  no  wilderness  in  the  areas. 

WILDLIFE 

The  project  area  is  in  the  Northern  Continental  Divide  Grizzly  Recovery  Area.  Trail 
grooming  dates  have  been  established  with  comment  from  DNRC  and  FWP  to  insure 
that  the  bear  is  not  adversely  affected. 

EVENTS 

Two  public  events  are  scheduled  during  the  year:  1 )  The  Trans  Montana  Ride  begins 
or  ends  at  the  Canadian  border.  The  ride  passes  over  this  trail  system.  The  ride  is  a 
fund  raiser  for  charities  which  have  included  MS  and  Special  Olympics.  2)  Club 
Family  Day  is  held  one  weekend  day  with  100  -  150  snowmobilers  attending.  No 
additional  employees  are  used  and  the  club  safety  plan  is  in  effect. 
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APPENDIX  B 


B-1       News  Release 

B-2      Letters  to  Interested  Parties 

B-3      Comments  Received 


NEWS  RELEASE 


The  Flathead  Valley  Snowmobile  Association  is  conducting  a  scoping  session  to  obtain 
input  from  individuals  and  organizations  on  the  continued  grooming  of  the  trail  systems 
under  their  management.  They  include  Canyon  Creek,  Olney,  Crane  Mountain  and 
Coram.This  input  will  be  incorporated  into  an  environmental  assessment  on  the  grooming 
effort. 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (FWP)  provides  grants  from  taxes  levied  on  snowmobiles, 
accessories  and  fiiel.  As  part  of  this  grant,  the  club  must  develop  an  environmental 
assessment  on  their  specific  groomed  trails. 

The  scoping  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Glacier  View  District  Forest  Ranger  Station,  774 
Railroad  Street,  E  N,  Columbia  Falls,  Montana,  from  7:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m  on  December 
1 1,1995.  Written  comments  will  be  accepted  through  December  31,  1995  and  can  be 
mailed  to  Flathead  Valley  Snowmobile  Association  in  care  of  Dave  Conklin.  FWP.  490  N 
Meridian  Rd.  Kalispell.  MT  59901 


NEWS  P.\PERS 


Kalispell  News 
P  O.  Box  9050 
Kalispell,  MT  59904-9050 


Hungry  Horse  News 

P.O.  Box  189 

Columbia  Falls,  MT  59912 


Lake  County  Leader 
229  Main  St.  S.W 
Ronan,  MT  59864 


The  Daily  Inter  Lake 
P.  O.  Box  7610 
Kalispell.  MT  59903 


White  Pilot 
P.O.  Box  448 
Whitefish,  MT  59937 


Bigfork  Eagle 
P.O.  Box  406 
Bigfork.  MT  59911 


The  Daily  Inter  Lake 


Thursday,  Decembec  7, 1995 


Comment  sought  on 
snowmobile  trails 

The  Flathead  Snowmobile  Associa- 
tion is  seeking  public  opinion  on  its 
series  of  groomed  trails  at  a  meeting 
Monday. 

The  meeting  is  the  initial  step  in  an 
environmental  assessment  of  the 
trails,. which  are  groomed  by  th^club 
using  gasT  tax'money  distributed ''.::, 
through  the  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks.  ./ 

The  trails  include  Canyon  Creefc 
Olney,  Crane  Mountain  and  Desert 
Mountain.  ■? 

The  meeting  wiU  be  at  the  Glacier 
View  Rangec  Station,  in  Columbia^ 
Falls^frdni  J^p.m.  Comments  wiUbe 
accepted  tnrQugfi  Dec.  31  and  may^be- 
mailedrto  Fish,  Wildlifeand  Parks  at 
490-N'Mttldfin  Roadv  Kalispell  59901. 
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Region  One 

490  North  Meridian  Rd. 

KalispeU,  MT   59901 

(406)  752-5501 

FAX:   406-257-0349 

Ref:MW024.96 

December  1,  1995 


Dear  Interested  Party: 

The  Flathead  Snowmobile  Association  is  conducting  a  meeting  on  Monday,  December  11,  1995 
from  7  to  9  p.m.  in  the  meeting  room  of  the  Glacier  View  District  Forest  Ranger  Station,  774 
Railroad  St.  E.N.,  Columbia  Falls,  Montana.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  acquire 
comments  from  individuals  and  organizations  on  the  continued  grooming  of  the  Snowmobile 
Trail  system  the  Club  manages.  The  trail  system,  groomed  from  December  1  to  April  1, 
includes  Canyon  Creek,  Olney,  Crane  Mountain  and  Desert  Mountain  near  Coram. 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &.  Parks  (FWP)  provides  funding  for  grooming  these  trails  from  taxes 
levied  on  snowmobile  registration  fees  and  fuel.  In  order  to  continue  this  program,  the  Club  is 
required  to  develop  an  environmental  assessment  on  the  trail  system.  A  programmatic 
Environmental  assessment  system  was  developed  by  FWP  in  September,  1993  with  trail  specirlc 
assessments  being  the  next  phase  of  this  project. 


You  are  invited  to  attend  this  scoping  meeting  to  present  any  comments  or  papers  you  may  ha\e 
regarding  issues  raised  by  this  project.  Written  comments  will  be  accepted  through  December 
31,    1995   and  can  be  mailed  to  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  &.  Parks,   Attention:      Flathead 
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Sincerely, 


Wayne  Worthington,  Consultant 
Flathead  Valley  Snowmobile 
Association 
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INTERESTED  PARTIEES 


KALISPELL  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 
15  DEPOT  LOOP 
KALISPELL  MT  59901 

MONTANA  WILDERNESS  ASSOCL^lTION 

FLATHEAD  CHAPTER 

PO  BOX  543 

KALISPELL  MT  59903-0543 


FLATHEAD  SNOWMOBILE  ASSOC 

BOX  5041 

KAUSPELL  MT   59903-5041 

COLUMBL\  FALL  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 

PO  BOX  312 

COLUMBL\  FALLS    MT   59912 


STEVE  THOMPSON 

43  WOODLAND  PARK  DR  #9 

KALISPELL  MT  59901 


WHTTEFISH  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 
POBOX  1120 
WHTTEFISH  MT   59937 


F  H  STOLTZ  LAND  &  LUMBER  CO 

BOX  1429 

COLUMBIA  FALLS   MT  59912 


BIGFORK  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 
PO  BOX  237 
BIGFORK  MT  59911 


POM  COLLINS 

TOBACCO  VALLEY  RESOURCE  GROUP 

PO  BOX  1529 

EUREKA   MT  59917 

FLATHEAD  WILDLIFE  INC 
PO  BOX  4 
KALISPELL  MT   59903 

FLATHEAD  CO  PARKS  &  REC 
225  CEMETERY  RD 
KALISPELL  MT  59901 

DISTRICT  RANGER 

SWAN  LAKE  RANGER  DISTRICT 

BIGFORK  MT   59911 

DISTRICT  RANGER 
GLACIER  VIEW  RANGER  DIST 
774  RAILROAD  ST  E  N 
COLUMBIA  FALLS   MT   59912 

DISTRICT  RANGER 

HUNGRY  HORSE  RANGER  DIST 

HUNGRY  HORSE   MT   59919 

FOREST  SUPERVISOR 
FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST 
1935  THIRD  AVE  E 
KALISPELL  MT  59901 

EUREKA  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 

BOX  1690 

EUREKA   MT   59917 

BACK  COUNTRY  HORSEMAN 

POBOX  1192 

COLUMBIA  FALLS.   MT  59912 

MONTANANS  FOR  MULTIPLE  USE 
PO  BOX  7484 
KALISPELL  MT  59901 


USF&WS  BISON  RANGE 
132  BISON  RANGE  RD 
MOmSE   MT  59824 

CSKT  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL  RESOURCES 
PO  BOX  278 
PABLO   MT  59855 

PENCO  POWER  PRODUCTS 
2480  HWY  93  S 
KALISPELL  MT  59901 

ZAUNER'S  HOME  CENTER 
PO  BOX  2240 
KALISPELL  MT  59903 

ADVENTURE  MOTOR  SPORTS 

PO  BOX  2040 

COLUMBU  FALLS    MT   59912 

GLACIER  MOTOR  SPORTS 

PO  BOX  2009 

COLUMBL\  FALLS   MT   59912 

LOON'S  ECHO  RESORT 
#1  FISH  LAKE  RD 
STRYKER  MT  59933 


RESOURCES      & 


DEPT      OF      NATURAL 
CONSERVATION 
2250  HWY  93  N 
KAUSPELL  MT  59901 


THE  BIG  MTN  SKI  8e.  SUMMER  RESORT 
PO  BOX  1400 
WHTTEHSH  MT  59937 

DISTRICT  RANGER 

SPOTTED  BEAR  RANGER  DIST 

POBOX  190310 

HUNGRY  HORSE   MT   59919 


WAYNE  WORTHINGTON 
365  SUMMTT  RIDGE  DR 
KAUSPELL  MT  59901 


• 


COMMENTS  RECEIVED  AT  PUBLIC  SCOPING.  12/11/95 

DESERT  MOUNTAIN 

►  For  more  trails. 

►  Make  available  more  trails.    Please — no  closures 

►  Snowmobiles  have  the  lease  impact  on  US  Forest  land.    No  more  closures. 

►  More  trails  opened. 

►  No  trail  closures. 

►  No  trail  closures. 

►  Don't  close  any  of  these  areas. 

►  Expand  trail  down  Emery  around  to  Margret. 

►  Adding  Fire  Fighter  lookout  would  really  enhance  this  trail  system  because  of  scenic 
opportunities. 

►  Expand  trail  system  as  much  as  possible. 

CRANE  MOUNTAIN 

►  For  more  play  areas. 

►  Trail  available  from  Ferndale  to  Swan  Lake,  through  the  reservation.   Availability. 

No  closures  of  any  kind. 

►  For  more  availability  to  enjoy  this  with  some  nice  way  out. 

►  The  more  access  for  public  enjoyment  the  better.    Motorized  access  opens 

opportunities  to  many  with  little  impact  to  land  that  is  snow  covered. 

►  Connect  to  other  areas  for  snowmobiling. 

►  No  closures  of  any  kind:    Add  more  trails. 

►  No  closures  at  all. 

►  No  closing  of  anything:    More  trails. 

►  Maintain  integrity  of  system  hopefully  to  connect  with  trails  in  Swan  Seeley-Polson 

area  trails. 

►  Keep  present  trails  and  tie  In  with  Seeley  system. 

►  Expand  trail  system  to  link  with  Seeley. 

CANYON  CREEK 

►  For  expansion,  etc.,  etc. 

►  For  more  trails. 

►  For  more  expansion. 

►  For  more  expansion,  keep  open  longer. 

►  More  trails,  better  grooming,  more  expansion  over  to  the  head  of  Whitefish  Lake. 
Taylor  Creek??? 

►  Trail  crosses  private  land  in  Sec.  19-20  without  permission. 

►  Use  of  Trumbull  Creek. 

►  Work  to  expand  trail  connections  to  other  area  trail  systems. 

►  No  snow  coaches  on  groomed  trails. 

►  Reopen  trail  from  warming  hut  across  Big  Creek  to  Fourcorners  and  put  in  bridge. 

►  Expand  the  trail  system  in  northwestern  Montana. 

►  Reopen  Nicola  Loop-Nice  Loop  to  tie  in  with  fourcorners  area. 

►  Groom  Big  Creek  to  Moose  Lake  (Fourcorners  to  Moose). 

►  Expand  groomed  loop  of  1655  to  315. 


COMMENTS  RECEIVED  BY  MAIL 

►  Eight  signatures  supporting  snowmobile  trail  systenn. 

►  Does  not  feel  there  are  any  significant  adverse  effects. 

►  Continue  appropriate  funding  for  trail  grooming. 

►  Snowmobiling  is  now  an  integral  part  of  Northwest  Montana's  economy. 

►  Support  northwestern  snowmobile  grooming. 

►  Two  areas  being  used  on  private  land  without  authorization. 

►  Please  register  my  opposition  to  extension  of  anv  groomed  trails. 

►  We  object  to  grooming  until  FS  is  lead  agency  to  prepare  an  EIS. 

►  Opposed  to  expansion. 

►  Opposes  any  FS  Travel  Plan. 

►  Closure  of  all  snowmobile  trails  in  situation  1  grizzly  bear  habitat. 

►  No  snowmobiling  in  big  game  winter  range. 

►  Maintain  existing  FS  Travel  Plan  in  sensitive  Firefighter  and  South  Fork  winter 

ranges. 


APPENDIX  C 


Forest  Plan 
Land  Exchanges 
Taylor  Creek  Road 

Crane  Mountain 
Trail  Grooming 


-  B.  Recreation 

-  American  Timber  &  Stoltze 

-  Background  and  letter  from  ranger  that  grooming  is  approved. 
Record  of  Decision. 

-  Letter  from  Forest  Supervisor  and  Decision  Notice 

-  Letter  from  Forest  Supervisor  stating  all  environmental  analysis 
and  disclosures  have  been  met. 
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Recreation 


B.    RECRZATION 


1.  Dse  the  ROS  (Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum)  as  a  guide  to  provide  the 
full  array  of  recreation  opportunities  on  the  Forest  (see  Appendix  A).* 

2.  Encourage  Forest  visitors  not  desiring  a  wilderness  setting  to  use 
nonwilderness  National  Forest  System  lands  which  can  provide  for  their 
recreation  needs. 

3.  Develop  additional  cross-country  ski  trails  where  increased  demand 
exists.   Encourage  ski  trail  development  within  the  private  sector. 

4.  Encourage  groomed  cross-country  ski  trails  through  cooperative  agreements 
with  local  organized  user  groups. 

5.  Continue  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  with  the  State  of  Montana  to 
provide  grooming  and  maintenance  of  snowmobile  trails. 

6.  Complete  a  ROG  (Recreation  Opportunity  Guide)  for  each  Ranger  District  to 
make  recreation  opportunities  more  visible. 

7.  Emphasize  "low  impact"  techniques  in  dispersed  recreation  areas  and 
continue  those  established  for  wildernesses  to  reduce  management  costs 
and  resource  impacts. 

8.  All  outfitter  and  guide  activities  on  the  Flathead  National  Forest  will 
be  authorized  by  an  outfitter-guide  permit  as  per  FSM  2721.53.   Utilize 
the  "Outfitter-Guide  Application  Evaluation  Procedure"  to  respond  to  new 
outfitter  and  guide  applications  (Appendix  B) . 

9.  Prohibit  surface  occupancy  for  oil  and  gas  activities  within  400  feet  of 
any  developed  recreation  sites.   Within  one-fourth  mile  of  developed 
recreation  sites,  coordinate  the  timing  and  location  of  exploration 
activities  to  minimize  or  avoid  conflict  with  established  recreation  use 
at  the  time  the  exploration  activity  is  proposed. 

10.  As  per  Executive  Order  11644,  through  the  Flathead  National  Forest  Travel 
Planning  Direction  (Appendix  C) ,  and  in  conformance  with  the  ROS 
designations  for  specific  areas,  designate  use  restrictions  on  roads, 
trails,  and  specified  areas  along  with  designating  areas  for  ORV 
(Off-road  Vehicle)  use. 

11.  Retain  the  existing  capacity  of  National  Forest  developed  recreation 
sites  on  the  Flathead  National  Forest  during  the  next  10  years.   The 
quality  of  the  developed  recreation  opportunities  available  will  be 
improved  through  "full-service"  maintenance**  or  redesign  and 
reconstruction  of  existing  sites  to  better  accommodate  present  and 


*  The  ROS  Users  Guide,  a  Forest  Service  Handbook,  presents  the  ROS  system  as  the 
basic  framework  for  inventorying,  planning,  and  managing  the  recreation  resource. 
It  is  incorporated  in  this  Forest  Plan  as  unbound  Appendix  AA. 

**  "Full  Service"  maintenance  is  specified  in  Forest  Service  standards  and 
guidelines  on  Cleaning  Recreation  Sites,  July  1980,  USDA,  FS  #80231801,  pages  6-7. 
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UnHed  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture 


Forest 
Service 


Flathead  National  Forest 
1935  Third  Avenue  East 
Kallspeil,  MT  59901 


Reply  to:     5430 


Date: 


DEC  I -1"  1995 


Dear  Interested  Citizen: 


The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  update  and  inform  you  on  the  two  proposed  land  exchanges  involving 
acquisition  of  the  remaining  private  lands  in  the  upper  Big  Creek  drainage  on  the  north  side  of  Big 
Mountain. 

The  recently  completed  Big  Mtn  EIS  re-emphasized  the  importance  of  acquiring  the  parcels  of  private 
land  that  are  surrounded  by  National  Forest  Lands  and  adjacent  to  the  Big  Mtn  ski  area  permit.  The 
primary  intent  of  the  acquisition  is  to  prevent  residential  or  recreational  development  that  could  have 
a  significant  long-term  or  cumulative  effect  on  the  grizzly  bear,  grey  wolf  and  bull  trout  habitats.  The 
lands  lie  just  upstream  from  bull  trout  spawning  areas.  Forest  Service  ownership  of  these  lands  would 
enhance  wildlife  habitat  and  provide  opportunities  for  partnerships  with  State  and  private  entities  in 
fisheries  habitat  improvements. 

Public  lands  to  be  traded  for  these  holdings  are  located  on  the  Tally  Lake  District  along  Reid  Divide. 
The  Federal  lands  do  not  have  outstanding  resource  values  relative  to  those  of  the  private  lands.  The 
ownership  pattern  and  lack  of  legal  access  make  the  Federal  tracts  more  difficult  to  manage.  Maps 
that  identify  the  lands  to  be  traded  are  enclosed  with  this  letter  for  your  information. 

One  exchange  proposal  involves  land  owned  by  F.H.  Stottze  Land  &  Lumber  Co.  that  will  be 
exchanged  for  an  equal  value  of  National  Forest.  The  identified  Federal  lands  total  200  acres  and  the 
Stoltze  land  totals  168  acres.  This  proposal  has  remained  basically  unchanged  from  our  previous 
information  letters. 

The  second  exchange,  involving  American  Timber  Co.  lands,  has  been  modified  in  response  to  public 
opinion  and  concerns.  The  cun-ent  proposal  has  been  reduced  in  size  to  include  only  those  private 
lands  in  the  Big  Creek  Drainage,  and  Federal  land  along  Reid  Divide  at  the  head  of  Rhodes  Draw. 
Ttie  American  Timber  Co.  lands  total  1 ,1 20  acres  and  will  be  exchanged  for  an  equal  value  of  Federal 
lands.  The  Federal  lands  total  1 ,002  acres. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  comments  regarding  these  proposed  exchanges,  please  contact  the 
Tally  Lake  District  office  (862-4387)  1335  Hwy  93  W.  Whitefish,  MT  59937  or  the  Forest  Supervisor's 
Office  (755-5401)  1935  3rd  Ave.  E.  Kalispell,  MT  59901.  We  would  appreciate  your  comments  by 
January  8,  1 996. 


JOEL  D.  HOLTROP 
Forest  Supen/isor 
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United  States  Forest  Service  Tally  Lake  Ranger  District 

Department  of  (406)862-2508  1335  Highway  93  West 

Agriculture  FAX (406) 862-4387         Whitefish,  MT  59937 


FILE  CODE:  1950  Date:   October  30,  1995 

Route  To:  Big  Mountain  Project  File/Forest  Plan  Revision  Planning  team 

SUBJECT:   Snowmobiling  in  MA  2a 


TO:   Bert  Stout 


O'Q'iP' 


BACKGROUND : 

During  the  analysis  for  the  Big  Mountain  Sici  and  Summer  Resort,  snowmobiling  on 
the  Taylor  Creek  Road  and  a  route  connecting  Taylor  and  Canyon  CreeJc  Roads  were 
analyzed  and  the  effects  displayed  in  the  Draft  and  Final  SIS  and  the  Record  of 
Decision.   In  1985  when  the  Forest  Plan  was  written,  a  short  segment  of  the 
Taylor  Creek  road,  which  is  an  open  road  year  round,  was  included  in  MA  2a  non 
motorized  classification.   The  proposed  connector  route  between  Taylor  and  Canyon 
is  also  located  in  Management  Area  2A  (MA  2A) .   The  connector  is  approximately 
1/3  mile  long  and  would  require  minimal  clearing  of  trees.   No  soil  disturbance 
would  be  necessary. 

MA  2A  consists  of  lands  suited  for  dispersed  recreation  that  meet  the  ROS 
classification  of  semiprimitive  motorized. 

SCOPING: 

The  public  was  informed  through  the  planning  process  on  snowmobiling  on  Taylor 
Creek  Road  and  the  connector  Trail.   The  following  are  specific  references  found 
in  the  various  documents . 

Draft  EIS  -  Table  2-7,  2-14;  Figure  2-4,  2-9;  page  4-10,  4-21,  4-22. 

Final  EIS  -  Table  2-9,  2-12,  2-18;  Figure  2-4,  2-5,  2-9;  Chapter  4  Recreation  4-1 
through  4-57. 

Record  of  Decision  -  Page  3,  34;  Figure  2. 

Throughout  the  scoping  and  comment  period,  there  were  no  negative  comments 
received  on  the  use  of  Taylor  Creek  Road  as  a  groomed  snowmobile  trail  nor  were 
there  any  comments  against  the  connector  trail.   Comments  can  be  reviewed  in 
Volume  3  Public  Comments,  Volume  4  Public  Comments,  Volume  5  Draft  EIS  Comments, 
Volume  5a  Draft  EIS  Comments,  and  Volume  6a  WSI  Response  to  DEIS. 

After  reviewing  the  above  information,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Flathead 
Snowmobile  Association  and  interested  parties  work  with  the  Forest  Service  to 
determine  the  best  location  for  the  connector  trail  and  begin  grooming  of  the 
Taylor  Creek  Road  in  1995/96  season.   Grooming  on  the  Taylor  Creek  Road  must 
cease  April  1  of  each  year.   During  the  up  coming  Forest  Plan  revision,  the 
portion  of  the  Taylor  Creek  Road  and  connector  trail  should  be  amended  to  show 
the  current  situation  as  motorized. 
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United  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture 


Forest 

Service 

(406)862-2508 


Tally  Lake  Ranger  District 
1335  Highway  93  West 
Whitefish,  MT  59937 


File  Code:  1950 

Date:  November  8,  1995 


Flathead  Snowmobile  Association 
P.O.  Box  5041 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 


Dear  President: 


Flathead  National  Forest  recently  completed  documentation  to  implement 
grooming  on  the  Taylor  Creek  Road  and  to  construct  a  connector  trail  from 
Canyon  Creek  to  Taylor  Creek  Roads.   Supporting  documentation  is  located 
in  the  Big  Mountain  Ski  and  Summer  Resort  Project  File,  Exhibit  K-17. 

Grooming  on  Taylor  Creek  Road  may  begin  on  or  after  December  1,  1995. 
Prior  to  construction  of  the  connector  trail,  Forest  representatives  will 
need  to  meet  with  members  interested  in  completing  this  project,  to  insure 
the  best  location  for  the  trail.   Flagging  of  the  proposed  trail  is 
permitted  for  planning  purposes,  however,  no  trees  can  be  removed  until 
final  location  is  approved  by  the  Forest  Service. 

Please  work  with  Bob  Kiebler,  located  at  Glacier  View  Ranger  District  in 
Columbia  Falls  (892-4372) ,  Becky  Smith  and  Neil  Malkasian,  located  at 
Tally  Lake  Ranger  District  in  Whitefish  (862-2508)  for  trail  location. 
Your  cooperation  in  appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


'/D<n>^c<..e^  Zf-^ 


A  _  BERT  STOUT 
"  ''■  District  Ranger 

cc 

Deputy  District  Ranger,  Deb  Manley 

Mark  VanNyhuis 

Harvey  Reikafski 

Grooming  Chairman,  Lonnie  Keller 

R-1  Parks  Manager,  Dave  Conklin 
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INCREASED  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SNOWMOBIUNQ 

Pending  Forest  Plan  Amendment  a  New  Groomed  Trail  on  the  Taylor  Creek  Road.  The  local  snowmobile 

group  or  another  approved  group  will  be  permitted  to  groom  approximately  1 0  miles  of  the  Taylor  Creek 

Road  (#9790)  from  the  Upper  Whitefish  Lake  Road  to  near  the  Whitefish  Divide.  This  groomed  snowmobile 

trail  will  be  closed  on  and  after  April  1  each  year.  The  Forest  Plan  amendment  will  need  to  be  completed 

prior  to  the  use  of  snowmobiles  in  the  MA  2A.  Currently,  a  short  section  of  the  Taylor  Creek  Road  is  located 

in  MA  2A  that  is  designated  for  non-motorized  use.  | 

Pending  Forest  Plan  Amendment  a  New  Connector  Trail  between  Taylor  Creek  and  Canyon  Creek  Roads 

To  enable  snowmobilers  to  travel  over  the  Whitefish  Divide,  a  connector  trail  will  be  constructed  between  "^ 

the  groomed  snowmobile  trails  on  the  Taylor  Creek  Road  (#9790)  and  the  Canyon  Creek  Road  (#316). 
This  trail  will  be  built  and  financed  by  the  local  snowmobile  group  in  consultation  with  the  State  of  Montana 
and  the  Forest  Service.  Vegetation  will  be  cleared  for  the  trail,  but  no  excavation  will  occur.  .^ 

Two  routes  have  been  proposed  for  the  connector  trail;  they  are  shown  on  the  left  side  of  the  map  as  Alternative 
1  and  2  Connector  Trails.  Alternative  1  would  be  a  longer  route  and  would  pass  directly  by  the  high-power 
broadcasting  site  on  Heliroaring  Mountain.  Attemative  2  would  be  a  much  shorter  route  heading  up  a  draw 
to  the  Whitefish  Divide.  I  will  ask  the  snowmobile  group,  the  State,  and  Forest  Service  resource  specialists 
to  jointly  determine  which  of  the  two  connector  routes  would  best  serve  snowmobilers  without  risking  resource 
damage.  I  will  allow  clearing  of  whichever  connector  route  they  choose. 

Rationale  to  Provide  Additional  Snowmoblling  Opportunities.  Grooming  the  Taylor  Creek  Road  and  clearing 
a  connector  trail  to  the  Canyon  Creek  Trail  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  a  long  day  ride  for  snowmobilers. 
They  will  be  able  to  travel  up  and  over  the  Whitefish  Divide  in  either  direction  between  the  Upper  Whitefish 
Lake  Road  to  the  parking  lot  off  the  North  Fori<  Road.  This  will  provide  outdoor  recreation  opportunities  at  a 
time  of  year  when  grizzly  bears  will  be  minimally  disturbed. 

SNOWMOBILE  RESTRICTIONS 

Corridor  Restrictions  in  the  Upper  Canyon  Creek  Drainage.  Between  April  1  and  15  each  year,  snowmobiles 
and  other  over-snow  mechanized  equipment  in  the  upper  Canyon  Creek  drainage  must  stay  on  the  groomed 
snowmobile  trail  between  the  Trumble  Creek  Road  and  Canyon  Creek  Saddle  (a  6-mile  section  of  the  groomed 
trail).  Before  April  1,  snowmobiles  and  other  over-snow  machines  may  travel  off-trail.  After  April  1,  they  are  ? 

restricted  to  the  groomed  trail  corridor  between  Trumble  Creek  Road  and  the  Saddle.  i^i 

^< 
5? 

No  Snowmoblling  Within  Permit  Area  after  Ski  Area  Closes.  After  approximately  April  1 5  when  the  ski  ^ 

area  closes,  no  public  snowmoblling  is  permitted  within  the  ski  area  permit  boundary.  This  restriction  also 
applies  to  any  mechanical  use  except  mountain  biking.  This  April  1 5  restriction  coincides  with  the  closure  of 
the  Canyon  Creek  snowmobile  trail  and  parking  lot 

The  April  15  closure  of  motorized  vehicles-including  snowmobiles-within  The  Big  Mountain  permit  area  || 


coincides  with  the  seasonal  closure  of  the  ski  area  After  that  date,  Winter  Sports,  Inc.,  no  longer  has  staff 
members  at  such  structures  as  the  Summit  House.  Closing  the  permit  area  to  motorized  vehicles  after  April 
15  is  a  way  to  protect  WSI's  facilities  after  their  staff  is  gone. 

Improves  Wilditfe  Security.  April  1  was  chosen  as  a  date  on  which  to  restrict  snowmobiles  to  the  groomed 
trail  because  it  is  the  approximate  time  when  grizzly  bears  have  emerged  from  their  dens  and  have  become 
mobile  enough  to  use  habitats  further  from  their  dens.  The  Canyon  Chutes  area  between  Trumble  Creek 
Road  and  the  Saddle  is  highly  suiteible  grizzly  bear  denning  habitat  To  avoid  disturbance  to  emerging  grizzly 
bears,  snowmobiles  must  stay  on  the  groomed  trail  along  this  stretch  of  the  Canyon  Creek  Road  (#316)  on 
and  after  April  1  each  year. 

RO.O.  -  14  Record  of  Decision  for  the  Expansion  of  The  Big  Mountain  Ski  end  Summer  Resort  Whitefish,  Montane 
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United  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture 


Forest 

Service 

406-755-5401 


Flathead  National  Forest 
1935  Third  Avenue  East 
Kallspell,  MT  59901 


File  Code:     1920 

Date:    June  18,  1996 


Enclosed  is  the  Crane  IVIountain  Salvage  Decision  Notice,  which  explains  the  actions  I  have  decided 
to  take  to  reduce  the  negative  effects  of  a  mountain  pine  beetle  infestation  near  Bigforl<.  I  have  also 
approved  limited  prescribed  burns  to  promote  ecosystem  health  as  well  as  road  restriction  and 
reclamation  activities  to  improve  wildlife  habitat  security  and  water  quality.  Opportunities  for  firewood 
gathering  and  post-and-pole  cutting  will  be  provided  for  the  public  before  motorized  use  on  some 
roads  is  restricted. 

Lodgepole  pine  on  Crane  fvlountain  has  experienced  extensive  mortality  from  a  mountain  pine  beetle 
infestation  that  began  in  the  mid-1980s.  The  many  dead  and  dying  trees  in  the  Crane  IVIountain  area 
have  dramatically  increased  the  risk  of  an  intense  wildfire  that  could  spread  to  adjacent  private  land 
and  residences.  Also,  large  accumulations  of  dead  material  on  the  ground  are  inhibiting  regeneration 
of  conifer  seedlings.  Many  areas  of  the  forest  have  too  few  live  trees  to  be  considered  viable  stands. 
I  have  decided  that  action  is  needed  in  the  Crane  Mountain  area  to  remove  accumulations  of  dead 
and  dying  trees  to  reduce  wildfire  risk  as  well  as  to  increase  forest  health  and  productivity. 

A  total  of  1,023  acres  will  be  harvested  in  the  Crane  Mountain  area.  Of  these,  932  acres  will  be 
harvested  to  regenerate  stands  with  extensive  beetle-caused  mortality.  These  932  acres  will  be 
harvested  in  such  a  way  that  natural  regeneration  is  encouraged  and/or  tree  planting  can  occur. 
Harvest  methods  for  these  932  acres  include  ciearcuts,  seed  tree  cuts,  and  shelterwood  cuts  with 
reserve  trees.  Another  66  acres  will  receive  a  salvage  harvest  to  remove  primarily  dead  lodgepole  pine 
and  other  dead  and  diseased  trees;  enough  healthy  live  trees  will  remain  to  sustain  these  66  acres 
without  having  to  regenerate  them.  Thinning  of  immature  lodgepole  pine  will  occur  on  25  acres. 

I  have  carefully  considered  the  benefits  of  the  actions  I  have  approved  compared  to  the  short-term 
impacts  they  will  create.  Reducing  the  amount  of  dead  woody  material  on  Crane  Mountain  has  many 
short-  and  long-term  benefits  that  justify  my  decision  to  approve  timber  harvest  in  the  area.  Harvesting 
activities  have  been  designed  to  minimize  impacts  to  forest  resources.  For  example,  helicopters  will 
be  required  to  remove  trees  from  the  Parker  Creek  drainage  because  of  concern  for  impacts  to  water 
quality  and  riparian  habitat.  Treatments  will  be  different  in  portions  of  units  near  streams  than  in 
adjacent  upland  portions  of  units  to  protect  riparian  values.  Implementation  of  Best  Management 
Practices  will  occur  to  minimize  impacts  on  soils  and  water  quality.  Where  possible,  harvest  units  have 
been  delineated  to  reduce  impacts  on  the  scenic  beauty  of  the  Crane  Mountain  area  as  seen  from 
the  Flathead  and  Swan  Valleys. 

While  approving  timber  harvest  to  reduce  the  risk  of  intense  wildfire  on  Crane  Mountain,  I  have  also 
approved  250  acres  of  prescribed  burns  to  re-introduce  fire  in  selected  areas  where  it  has  not  recently 
occurred.  Years  of  fire  suppression  have  destabilized  forest  communities  that  had  adapted  to  period- 
ic, low-intensity  fire.  Prescribed  burns  will  favor  open  stands  of  ponderosa  pine  that  historically 
occurred  on  dry  slopes,  but  where  young  stands  of  Douglas-fir  have  recently  invaded  because  of  lack 
of  natural  fires. 

Primarily  to  improve  grizzly  bear  habitat  security  in  the  Crane  Mountain  area,  a  progressive  series  of 
road  restrictions  and  reclamation  activites  will  be  implemented  over  the  next  1 0  years  -  not  all  at  once. 
Public  motorized  access  will  be  restricted  on  a  total  of  62  miles  of  road  in  the  Crane  Mountain  area 
to  comply  with  Amendment  #1 9  of  the  Flathead's  Forest  Plan.  Also,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 


^> 


requires  that  these  road  restrictions  and  reclamation  activities  occur  if  we  plan  to  han/est  timber  or 
do  prescribed  burns  for  ecosystem  health. 

Restricting  motorized  access  to  the  public  on  62  miles  of  road  was  a  difficult  choice,  but  is  warranted 
considering  the  overall  benefits  that  timber  harvesting  and  prescribed  burns  will  provide.  To  mitigate 
for  the  loss  of  motorized  access  on  these  roads,  six  areas  for  public  firewood  and  post  and  pole 
gather  will  be  designated.  Each  of  the  six  areas  will  be  open  for  a  maximum  of  30  days  in  the  summer 
after  completion  of  timber  harvesting  in  that  area.  The  groomed  snowmobile  trails  on  Roads  #489 
and  #10029,  as  well  as  the  general  Crane  Mountain  area,  will  remain  open  for  public  use  in  winter. 
I  would  also  like  to  emphasize  that  41  miles  of  road  will  remain  open  for  public  motorized  use  in  the 
Crane  Mountain  area. 

The  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  Project  qualifies  as  a  salvage  timber  sale  under  the  1 995  Rescission 
Act  (P.L  104-19);  therefore,  my  decision  is  not  appealable.  However,  the  analysis  and  decision  is 
consistent  with  all  environmental  laws  and  Forest  Plan  standards  and  guidelines,  as  amended.  I 
appreciate  your  involvement  during  the  environmental  analysis  process,  offehng  comments  that 
influenced  my  decision.  The  Interdisciplinary  Team  made  great  efforts  to  inform  and  involve  the  public 
and  other  agencies  with  this  project.  The  Team  conducted  field  trips,  gave  presentations,  answered 
phone  inquiries,  published  a  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS,  1994),  and  a  Supplement 
to  the  DEIS  (1996).  Alternatives  G  and  G  (Modified)  were  developed  primarily  in  response  to  public 
comment;  these  alternatives  were  the  basis  for  the.  Selected  Alternative  that  I  chose  to  implement. 


Thank  you  for  your  continued  interest  in  this  project. 


Sincerely, 


D.  HOLTROP 
Forest  Supervisor 
Flathead  National  Forest 

Enclosure 
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DECISION  NOTICE 

for  the 

CRANE  MOUNTAIN  SALVAGE 

Flathead  National  Forest 

Swan  Lake  Ranger  District 

Lake  Courrty,  Montana 

Joel  D.  Holtrop.  Forest  Supervisor 
Responsible  Official 

INTRODUCTION 

This  Decision  Notice  documents  my  decision  to  take  action  to  improve  the  health  and  stability  of  forest 
ecosystems  on  Crane  Mountain  near  Bigfork.  The  area  has  recently  experienced  an  extensive  mountain 
pine  beetle  infestation  t>eginning  in  the  mid-1 980's.  Dead  and  dying  trees  have  created  a  situation  where 
risk  is  high  for  an  intense  wildfire.  To  avert  this  possibility,  the  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  will  harvest  primarily 
beetle-killed  and  high-risk  lodgepole  pine.  Han/est  units  will  be  replanted  to  a  diversity  of  conifer  species. 
Other  activities  include  prescribed  bums  to  promote  ecosystem  health  on  dry  forested  slopes,  road 
restrictions  and  reclamation  to  provide  wildlife  habitat  security  and  improve  water  quality,  and  designated 
firewood  gathering  and  post-and-poie  opportunities  for  the  public. 

I  have  chosen  to  implement  Alternative  G  (Modified),  which  is  described  in  the  Crane  Mountain  Salvage 
Supplement  released  eariier  in  1996.  This  alternative  will  now  be  called  the  Selected  Alternative.  This 
Decision  Notice  will  outline  the  features  of  the  Selected  Alternative  and  explain  why  I  decided  to  choose 
this  alternative  for  implementation. 

The  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  will  occur  on  Crane  Mountain,  approximately  five  miles  south  of  Bigfork, 
Montana  (see  Map,  p.  2).  Crane  Mountain  is  located  between  Flathead  Lake  and  Swan  Lake  and  is  visible 
from  the  west  shore  of  Flathead  Lake  and  Highway  93.  The  Crane  Mountain  area  provides  habitat  for 
grizzly  bear  and  elk,  among  other  wildlife  species.  Streams  on  national  forest  land  on  Crane  Mountain 
are  primarily  intermittent  and  do  not  support  fish  populations.  On  private  lands  at  lower  elevations,  streams 
support  limited  populations  of  westslope  cutthroat  trout  and  brook  trout.  These  streams  are  also  a  source 
for  individual  and  residential  domestic  water  use.  The  area  is  used  by  local  residents  for  such  dispersed 
recreational  activities  as  hunting,  snowmobiling,  hucklebeny  picking,  scenic  driving,  and  firewood  gathering. 
Most  timber  han/esting  will  occur  on  lands  that  have  Ijeen  identified  in  the  Flathead  Land  and  Resource 
Management  Plan  (LRMP,  approved  1-22-86)  as  suitable  for  timber  production.  Salvage  of  dead  trees  will 
occur  on  some  areas  designated  not  suitable  for  timber  production.  The  activities  I  have  chosen  to  initiate 
are  appropriate  uses  for  Crane  Mountain  and  will  not  cause  unacceptable  impacts  on  resources. 

My  decision  is  based  on  information  developed  through  an  extensive  environmental  analysis  process  as 
well  as  consideration  of  comments  received  from  the  public.  I  also  considered  comments  from  other  agencies, 
which  include  the  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  the  US  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  and  the  Montana 
Water  Quality  Bureau.  The  environmental  analysis  and  public  and  agency  involvement  are  documented 
in  .the  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS,  1994),  the  Crane  Mountain 
Salvage  Supplement  (1996),  and  the  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  Project  File.  Together,  these  documents 
are  considered  to  tie  the  Environmental  Assessment  required  for  salvage  timber  sales  by  the  1 995  Rescission 
Act  (P.L  104-19).  The  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  qualifies  as  a  salvage  sale  under  this  Act  because  of  the 
large  component  of  dead  trees  that  will  be  harvested. 


Crane  Mountain  Sah/ag*  Daciaion  Notica 


•he  results  of  recent  lieldvrark  to  detemiine  the  extent  of  l^etleKaused  mortality  •'"^  ,ft°  "Ji°ll?lr 
]^-^^^K^«i  Alternative  Incorporates  the  latest  Infomiatlon  about  where  beetle-caused  mortality 
'^^    r»„7r<  mt?S^?na.^  than  Alternative  G  In  the  DEIS,  although  the  Intent  of  the  wra 
"aSratre^  ^  ^.^^S^^^  sZcted  '-^^^^te'^rScTret^S^  ^ 

infestation  than  previously  expected. 

The  Proposed  Action  (Alternative  B)  and  six  action  alternatives  (;^«";^J:'J.^°- ^- ."^^^^^ 

Alternative  complies  with  the  goals  and  objectrves  of  the  LRMP. 

s^?ra;;r^rrr«ests'^;"cr::i"^r^^^^^^ 

we?e  ana^d  in  the  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  DEIS  and  Supplement.  If  a  dec«ion  «  made  at  a  future 
date,  they  will  t>e  presented  in  separate  decision  notices. 


In  making  my  decision.  I  considered  how  each  alternative  meets  the  purpose  ^"d  nee_df  or^action  while 


PURPOSE  AND  NEED  FOR  ACTION 

.n  maKiMu  ...«  uou.o.w. .. .  ww.  jldered  how  each  alternative  meets  the  purpos 

adSng  each  <;rf  thi  elwironmental  issues,  which  will  be  described  later  in  this  document. 

COMPONENTS  OF  THE  PURPOSE  AND  NEED  OUTUNED  IN  THE  DEIS  AND  SUPPLEMENT 

The  purpose  and  need  for  action  are  described  in  detail  on  page  1-5  of  the  DEIS  and  page  1-1  of  the 
Supplement;  they  are  summarized  here: 

1^        Reduce  the  amount  of  dead  woody  material  that  has  accumulated  from  mountain  pine  beetle 
^        rn?^S^Dr^lnTell  decade.  The  risk  of  an  intense  wildfire  is  high  and  would  remain  so  un,^ 

Ss  «ken  to  reduce  the  large  accumulation  of  dead  wood  standing  and  down  on  the  ground. 

A  major  wildfire  would  likely  spread  to  adjacent  private  lands  and  residences. 

»        Accelerate  establishment  of  a  variety  of  tree  species  in  areas  with  high  mortality  from  mourrtaln 
^        Sine  bemi^  A  divS  of  conifer  seedlings  are  not  able  to  quickly  establish  themselves  on  srtes 
wrth  l^aetccumSoAs  of  woody  debristnd  lack  of  favorable  site  conditions  for  gemnina«on. 
Cd^Smem  Ta  SveSiS^of  conifers  will  benefit  the  forest  ec«s^em  In  a  vanety  of  ways 
from  stabilization  of  soils  to  providing  hiding  and  thermal  cover  for  wildlife. 

3)        Begin  to  reverse  the  effects  of  moderri^ay  Are  exclusion  on  dry  sites  historically  dominated  by 
^        opln-gro^stands  of  ponderosa  pine.  Use  of  prescribed  bums  will  simulate  natural  groundfires  of 
•      low  intensity  that  occurred  in  the  last  century  before  fire  suppression  occurred. 

A)        Manage  road  densities  and  habitat  security  at  acceptable  levels  for  gruzly  bears  and  elk  on 
^        crane  S^untain  by  restricting  motorized  public  access  on  roads  currenthr  open  to  public  use  and 
by  improving  road  restriction  effectiveness  on  roads  closed  to  public  use. 


CrwM  MounWn  S«)v«0«  D«cl«lon  Notice 


United  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture 


Forest 

Service 

406-755-5401 


Flathead  National  Forest 
1935  Third  Avenue  East 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 


Dave  Conklin 

Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

490  N.  Meridian  Rd. 

Kalispell,  MT  59901 


Reply  to:     1950 

Date:     June  13,  1996 


•^^''  i  3  1936 
""  ^  "  KOim  ONE 


Dear  Mr.  Conklin: 

We  have  received  your  Environmental  Assessment  for  the  Crane  Mountain,  Desert  Mountain,  and 
Canyon  Creek  Snowmobile  Trail  System.  The  Environmental  Assessment  describes  a  proposal  to 
groom  existing  roads  and  trails  for  use  by  snowmobiles  in  the  three  areas.  The  majority  of  the  roads 
and  trails  included  in  the  proposal  are  located  on  National  Forest  land. 

Pursuant  to  the  NEPA  and  associated  Council  of  Environmental  Quality  regulations,  it  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Forest  Service  to  cooperate  with  other  agencies  in  meeting  Federal  and  State  responsibili- 
ties for  disclosure  of  environmental  effects  when  more  than  one  agency  is  involved.  In  some  cases, 
it  is  appropriate  for  agencies  to  make  joint  decisions.  You  have  requested  that  we  review  the 
proposals  to  ensure  that  Forest  Sen/ice  requirements  for  environmental  analysis  and  disclosure  have 
been  met. 

We  have  reviewed  the  Environmental  Assessment  and  have  made  the  following  findings  related  to 
the  Forest  Sen/ice  responsibility  for  completion  of  environmental  effects  analysis,  disclosure,  and 
decision  responsibility. 


CANYON  CREEK  PROPOSAL  -  In  1995,  the  Flathead  National  Forest  issued  a  Record  of  Decision 
for  the  Big  Mountain  Ski  Area  Expansion.  The  Selected  Alternative  for  this  action  includes  the 
additional  grooming  and  use  of  trails  in  the  area  for  snowmobiles.  The  Final  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  discloses  the  cumulative  environmental  effects  of  this  action.  In  addition,  a  Decision  Memo 
was  signed  on  November  2,  1994  which  authorized  the  construction  of  a  parking  lot  to  serve 
snowmobiling  in  the  Canyon  Creek  area.  This  decision  also  defined  the  operating  period  for  grooming 
of  the  Canyon  Creek  trail  from  the  parking  lot  to  Big  Mountain  and  to  the  basin  in  upper  Kimmerly 
Creek  (may  begin  no  earlier  than  December  1  and  must  end  by  April  15). 

No  further  environmental  analysis,  disclosure,  or  decision  is  necessary  to  fulfill  Forest  Sen/ice  require- 
ments. 


CRANE  MOUNTAIN  PROPOSAL  -  In  April,  1 996,  the  Flathead  National  Forest  issued  a  supplemental 
Environmental  Assessment  for  the  Crane  Mountain  Salvage  Proposal.  All  action  alternatives  include 
the  additional  grooming  and  use  of  trails  in  the  area  for  snowmobiles.  A  Decision  Notice  selecting  an 
alternative  for  implementation  is  planned  for  June,  1996.  The  EA  discloses  the  cumulative  environ- 
mental effects  of  this  action. 

If  an  action  alternative  is  selected  for  implementation,  no  further  environmental  analysis,  disclosure 
or  decision  will  be  necessary  to  fulfill  Forest  Service  requirements. 


DESERT  MOUNTAIN  PROPOSAL  -  Specific  roads  and  trails  in  the  area  are  currently  groomed  for 
snowmobiles.  This  authorization  was  Categorically  Excluded  from  documentation  in  an  EA  or  EIS 
(refer  to  Desert  Mountain  Snowmobile  Trail  Decision  Memo,  signed  December  13,  1989). 

Your  proposal  includes  no  additional  actions  beyond  those  included  in  the  existing  use.  No  further 
environmental  documentation  is  necessary  to  fulfill  Forest  Service  Requirements. 

If  you  have  further  questions,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  us. 

Sincerely, 


^ 


JOEL  D.  HOLTROP 
Forest  Supervisor 

cc:       Forest  NEPA  Coordinator 

Hungry  Horse  District  Ranger 
Swan  Lake  District  Ranger 
Tally  Lake  District  Ranger 
Forest  WRHP  Staff  Officer 
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Emission  of  Air  Pollutants 
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RECEIVED 
oMoritaqczfDepartnierit  dec      1995 

of  f  W  &  P  REGION  ONE 


MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Recrion   Suaervispr 

FROM:  Boo   MartinKa,     Chi 

SUBJECT: 


RE?:  RM2  3  1 


DATE:   November  23,  1??5 


cf  Field  ODeracions 


Syr.thetic  Biodegradable  Ir.jecccr  Gil  To  3e  Used 
Snowmobiles 


Tne  snowmcoi_e  maustry,  ci_  mar.uiacturers  ana  various  ren~al 
dealers  in  Wesc  Yellowstone  have  been  experimenting  with 'synthetic 
b i odecrradab  1  e  oils .  The  turocse  is  to  reduce  smoKe  nitro  — — " 
oxides,  carbon  ricnoxide,  h'/drocarbons ,  toxic  em.issions  frtm 
snowmobile  exhaust  and  tc  diminish  the  tim.e  necessary  fcr 
lubricants  ~o  hiodecrrade  in  the  envircnm.e'"t . 


;t__ow: 


:^  ci.  ^-     ..Id 


:  —  r^  r^  -  • 


tie: 


scan 


1  1 


reilowstone ) 


Beginning  this  winter,  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  staff  are  onlv  to 
use  synthetic  biodegradable  oil  in  state  snowmobiles.  Unless 
otherwise  notified  bv  vour  Division  Administrator,  vou  should  onlv 
use  such  oil  available  from  vour  particular  snowmobile  brand 
dealership. 

Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  is  the  primary  state  agency  using 
snowmobiles  in  our  activities.  In  that  capacity  we  should  serve  tne 
best  examiole  and  ensure  tnat  cur  snowmobile  'activities  have  tne 
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Mis3ouLi.A.\  Section 
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Monday,  December  25, 1995 

Snowmobile  project 
pushes  for  clean  fuel 


■5  -Kzszz.zy. 


Montana  Gov,  Nbrc  Racico:  has 
,;>;.jd  ills  cjunterrr^r:  in  Wyovr.'.r.z 
..    uin  ;r.  -;;  effort  to  produce' 
Jieaner  iuji>  and  ii:rr::at:on  oiis  for 
snowmooiies. 

i;:  a  ijtur  to  Go\ .  j:~  Gerinicr. 
R..::cot  saic  recently  tnai  ths  tnrcc- 
vcar  ^  e;!ow>;on-J  SnowmoD:;j 
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^or.'c  conaarr..-.  r.v-ar  tna  inaraasir.; 
rL^nuiarii;   ':  snowmobiiina, 

Racicoi  .-aid  ;na  rirojca:  "il;  u:.a 
faaii  and  o;.^  rr:3jua;d  from 
r.^riaukura:  nroduats  cown  in  tn-; 


rjLi'.jr..  ir.a.ua:ng  stn: 

:at.-.  \'e!:e:ar:r  oil;  an 

ratroisun-.  prccssiin. 
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from,  .--•averal  tourism  organizations. 
maiuding  tha  Wind  River  v'isitor.- 
Council  in  Fremont  County  and  tiva 
"I'eiio'.vbtone  Gateway  .A.iii:ince. 

T::a  Continental  Di'.id. 
Snowm.obiie  Trail  iraver.se.^  tne 
cour.f  .  and  council  Director  Ernie 
G'.er  -aid  tne  project  coma  be 
beneficial  no:  oniy  for  ^  eiiowstcr... 
ou;  if.r  the  entire  state. 

"If  \'eiio\vstone  decides  to  iim.i: 
tne  r.am.ber  of  snowmobiles  gcma 
in;r  .r.e  ::ark,  travel  along  the 
Continental  Divide  Snowmobiis 
Tra;.  .waic  ce  affected,  ana  tnat  i.^ 
V.  n"  v.e  have  e'lr'essed  an  mteres: 
m  \\or;-:ing  witn  the  pan; :. 
-.imm-ie  me  adverse  imnact?  en 
tneir  'escurce  an  tnere."  :ij  sai: 


iviwer  emissions  ana  more  easi:; 

bk'degracauie  fue.>  „na  ;uari:an; 

jiis  m.ich:  be  tne  ansv.'er  i,"^  tite^,- 

probiem.s.' 

Montana  nas  com.m.ittea  m.cr: 

tnan  3S0.0(U)  toward  the  prciec:. 

ana  the  National  Park  Service  ha.- 

co.m.mitted  S"5.00u  in  in-kmd 

ser.  ices.  Racico;  said  tne 

snowmobile  industry' v.  ii;  contriraic 

at  least  SZ~5.000.  The  U.S. 

EnMronm.entai  Protection  .-^.genc; 
nas  agreea  ti'  nro\ice  technical 
as.^istance 

Racicot  sale  tiie  V^  yomma 
Energy  Office  ha.^  budgeicc 
S  10.1)00  for  the  project,  ana  said  tiie 
rroiect  li  seei^ing  an  auaitionai 
5Zo5.000  from,  the  funa.-;  remaining 
m  a  speciai  petrol,  um.  '.•lolation;- 
aaaount. 

~iie  rroro-,ai    as  camea  ^a^^or: 


:r:aii 


::ie  nan;  was  to  iim;;  :::.■ 
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.-.e  people  wouia  snena  ~.:r 
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::e  otaer  nand.  if  tney  were 

nowm.obiles  ccmin.  .n. 
e  outsiae  the  state  m.ight  n: 
-.nression  that  snowmcbiiin: 
er  Wyoming"  has  been 
d.  and  spend  their  tim.e  a: 
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APPENDIX  E 


Wildlife  Report 

Canyon  Creek 

Crane  Mountain 

Desert  Mountain 

Biologist  Report  -  Issues  in  Ten  Lakes  Area  which  are  sinnilar  in  these  areas. 
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P.O.  Box  507 
Trego,  MT,  59934 
ph.  (406)  882-4697 
Ref :TT33.96 

February  15,  1996 


TO:   Wayne  Worthington 

FROM:   Tim  Thier,  FWP  Biologist 

SUBJECT:   Comments  on  Snowmobile  Grooming  E.A's  and  proposed 
expansions  for  the  Canyon  Creek,  Olney,  and  Moun* 
Marston  areas . 

Recently  I  was  sent  several  maps  and  E.A  comment  forms  and  asked 
to  respond  to  ongoing  and  proposed  grooming  activities  m  tne 
Canyon  Creek.  Olney,  and  Mount  Marston  areas.  No  specifics  were 
provided  such  as  grooming  frequency,  expected  use  of  peripheral 
areas,  dates  of  operation,  etc.  Due  to  this  lack  ot  detail,  I  am 
forced  to  respond  in  more  general  terms. 

Generally.  I  perceive  the  impact  of  snowmobile  grooming _  on 
wildlife  to  be  minor,  especially  when  conducted  ^away  fro- 
ungulate  winter  ranges.  However,  final  auT:horitv  en  ce  _ermining 
the  impac-s  of  activities  on  Threatened  and  Enaangerec  species 
rests  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  Following  are 
comments  specific  to  each  area: 

Canvon  Creek:  .  „,      . 
Neitxher  I   nor  the  local  game  warden   (Floya  Thomas  <  are  aware  o. 

any   significant   impacts  the   current   grooming   progr-am.  nas   en 

wildlife   in  the   Canyon  Creek   area.   Moose   are   occasionally 

encountered  in  the   lower  elevations,  but  the  groomea   trans  are 

not  known  to  intersect  any  important  winter  areas  ror  any 
ungulate  species . 

Grizzly  bears,  bald  eagles  and  wolves  occupy  this  area  and  are 
currently  listed  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  unaer  i:.oA 
as  Threatened  or  Endangered.  This  area  is  also  occupiea  cy 
Sensitive  species  (as  identified  by  the  U.S.  Foresr.  Service)  sucn 
as  wolverine,  lynx,  boreal  owls  and  fisher.  In  my  opinion,  tne 
impacts  associated  with  snowmobile  grooming  on  threatenea, 
endangered  or  sensitive  wildlife  would  be  minor  to  nonexistant, 
especially  for  wolves  and  bald  eagles. 


(* 


Concerns  about  the  Liipacts  of  snowmobiles  on  denning  grirzly 
bears  has  been  expressed  by  biologists  and  others.  Although  the 
potential  exists  for  snowmobile  use  associated  with  grooming  to 
displace  grizzly  bears  from  their  winter  dens,  I  am  unaware  that 
this  has  ever  been  docximented.  Various  research  studies  in 
northwest  Montana  indicate  that  grizzly  bears  normally  den  in 
areas  inaccessible  to  snowmobiles.  Concern  has  also  been 
expressed  about  the  disturbing  effects  of  snowmobiles  on  grizzly 
bears  after  they  leave  their  dens  in  early  spring.  Again,  I 
believe  the  opportunities  for  conflict  are  minimal  due  to  the 
fact  grizzly  bears  prefer  open,  southern  exposures  -  areas 
generally  not  suitable  for  snowmobile  use. 

Among  species  listed  as  Sensitive,  potential  exists  that 
snowmobile  use  may  cause  female  wolverines  to  abandon  or  relocate 
their  natal  dens  to  less  disturbed  areas.  The  extent  to  which 
this  might  occur  within  the  Canyon  Creek  area  is  unknown,  but 
conceivably  could  be  a  problem.  Current  research  in  Idaho  is 
addressing  this  and  other  issues.  Lynx  are  generally  unaffected 
because  they  prefer  dense  habitat  where  snowshoe  hares  are  more 
common. 

Olnev: 

The  same  T  &  E   and  Sensitive  species  described  for  Canyon  Creek 

exist  in  the  Olney  area.  My  opinion  on  the  effects  of  grooming  on 

these  and  other   species  is  the  same.  Again,  I   defer  to  the  U.S.    ^ 

Fish   and  Wildlife  Service   as  the  final   authority  on  all  T   St  E     (  ^ 

species. 

Mount  Marston/Fitzsimmons  Creek  Expansion: 

The  same  T  &  E  and  Sensitive  species  described  for  Canyon  Creek 
exist  in  the  Mount  Marston/Fitzsimmons  Creek  Expansion,  with  the 
inclusion  of  harlequin  ducks  as  a  Sensitive  Species.  My  opinion 
on  the  effects  of  grooming  on  these  and  other  species  is  the  same 
as  before.  A  few  mule  deer  may  occasionally  be  seen  along  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Stillwater  River  north  of  Bull  Lake  during 
the  winter  months,  but  this  area  is  generally  not  considered 
winter  range. 

I  am  not  aware  of  anyone  currently  trapping  within  the  proposed 
expansion  area.  With  periodic  grooming,  trapping  pressures  could 
be  expected  to  increase.  This  could  lead  to  increased  legal  and 
illegal  harvest  of  f urbearers . 

One  concern  I  have  with  the  expansion  is  with  human  safety.  While 
snowmobiling  in  the  West  Fork  of  Swift  Creek  in  early  January,  I 
encountered  a  broad  area  where  snow  had  slid  across  the  trail. 
This  area  lies  within  Section  12  Township, 24  Range  Zk .  Similar 
topographic  features  in  Fitzsimmons  Creek  may  warrant  concern 
there  as  well.  This  threat  to  human  safety  should  be  addressed  in 
this  and  any  future  E.A.  for  the  area. 

(  ^ 

Hopefully  these  comments  will  clarify  my  position.  Let  me  know  if 

I  can  be  of  any  further  assistance. 


y^^^ 


SNOWMOBILE  OROOMIllO  PROGRAM 
Regional  Wildlife  Clearance 
^   Trail  expansion  (attach  map  highlighting  expansion) 

New  trail  system  (attach  »ap  highlighting  trail  system) 


snovnobile  Club  ~ 

Are  there  any  wildlife  concerns? 


YES 
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NO 
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If  yes: 
Species 

-t...   Winter  ranae 

(list) 

2.    Travel  corridor 

(area) 

3.   Other 

suggested  alternate  route 

other  mitigation  measures 
etc. ) 

(such  as  signing; 

trail  restrictions. 

ill 

Hi-. 


Approved  with  above-mentioned  mitigation  measures  (/LU    77 Lu^^-^  i^-^-^" 
^   Not  approved  as  submitted  ciMzt^^'J^'^ 
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3K        CAL  ENVIRONMENT 


►  5.  FISHAA/ILDLIFE 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 


impact" 


Unknown 


a.  Dsterioration  of  criticol  fish  or  wildlife  habitat? 


b.  Changaa  in  the  divorsity  or  abundance  of  game  aninnals 
or  bird  specias?  


c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  nongame 
soecies? 


d.  Introduction  of  new  species  into  on  area? 


a.  Creation  of  a  barrier  to  the  migraiion  or  movement  oi 
animals? 


None 


Minor 


Potentioliy 
Signiiicani 


X 


y 


V 


X 


Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 


/ 


f.  Adverse  effects  on  any  uniaue.  rare,  tnroatenec,  or 
endangered  species? 


g.  Increase  in  conditions  that  stress  wildlife  popuiauons  or 
limit  Bburxlance  (including  haraaameni.  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human  activity)?  


/ 


/ 


h.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  protect  be  perloimed  in  any  area 
in  which  T&E  species  are  present,  and  will  the  proiec; 
affect  any  T&E  species  or  their  habitat?    (Also  lee  5f) 


■          or  P-R/D-J.  will  the  project  introQuce  or  exoor  anv 
i.  -^es  not  presently  or  historically  occurring  in  th; 
receiving  location?    (Also  see  5d)  


|.  Other: 


Comment 
Index 


'■^^^ruyy.^  i 


C^l^> 


Narrative  Description  and  evaluation  of  tho  Cumulate  .  ar.z  Scconcarv  Eftcc;:  cr,  -.anci  Resourc;s  (A;-o:n  adciiionai  nages  of  narrative  if  neeoed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

B.  NOISE/ELECTRICAL  EFFECTS 
Will  the  proposetj  action  result  in: 

IMPACT^ 

Can  Impect 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unltnown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Increases  in  existing  noise  levels? 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to  serve  or  nuisance  noise  levels? 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic  or  alactromagnetjc  effects 
that  could  be  detnmental  to  human  health  or  property? 

d.  Interterence  with  radio  or  television  reception  and 
operotion' 

e.  Other: 

N?-     Mve  Descnotion  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Anach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


Incluoe  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  oescribing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unKnown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impec: 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  descnption  addressing  the  items  loentified  in  12.8.60^18  (ARM) 

Determne  whetner  the  Oescribed  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  cheekJitt.    Descnbe  any  minor  or  potenually  significant  impacts. 
--    ..-.    -_    .    _.-.  ri   -,. ^••--  — '..-.  ---  --^.f-tstion  if  ir  will  t»  usefu' 
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SNOWMOBILE  GROOMING  PROGRAM  KC043.96 

Regional  Wildlife  Clearance  2/14/96 

X Existing  Trail  System  (attach  map  highlighting  expansion) 

Trail  Expansion  (attach  map  highlighting  expansion) 

New  Trail  System  (attach  map  highlighting  expansion) 


Crane  Mountain  Area  (yellow  highlighted) 

Are  there  any  wildlife  concerns? 

Winter  Range:  Snow  depths  at  upper  elevations  precludes  ungulate  use  during  the 
winter  period.  However,  lower  elevation  portions  of  the  snowmobile  route  are  in 
primary  winter  range  for  white- tailed  deer.  Moderate  deer  and  moose  movement  was 
noted  along  FS  road  9714,  between  FS  roads  10229  and  9745.  Heavier  deer  use  was 
noted  along  a  heavily  brushed  in  portion  of  FS  road  9714,  between  FS  roads  9745 
and  498.  Coyote  and  mountain  lion  use  was  noted  along  the  lower  portion  of  FS 
road  9714,  near  the  Swan  River. 

Travel  Corridor:  Unknown.  The  area  may  be  occupied  on  a  transitional  basis  by 
wolves.  I  did  here  a  wolf  howling  at  the  Swan  River  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
north  of  FS  road  10229  and  south  of  Swan  Lake,  in  December  1995. 

Other :  Snowmobile  use  is  not  restricted  in  the  surrounding  area  and  the  Crane 
Mountain  route  receives  moderate  to  heavy  snowmobile  use.  Current  levels  of  use 
in  low  elevation  areas  may  negatively  effect  white- tailed  deer  when  they  are 
yarded  during  severe  winter  weather.  Areas  currently  receiving  heavier  use  were 
along  a  "brushed- in"  portion  of  the  route  (FS  road  9714  between  FS  roads  9745  and 
498).  The  current  condition  of  this  stretch  of  road  essentially  precludes 
snowmobile  travel  and  an  alternate  route  is  available  (an  informal-cross  country 
route  exists  in  higher  elevations  between  FS  roads  9722  and  9711).  Leaving  this 
portion  of  FS  road  9714  "brushed- in"  may  provide  significant  benefits  to  wildlife 
during  severe  winter  weather. 

Summary  of  Wildlife  Concerns:  The  proposed  action  does  not  currently 
appear  to  pose  a  significant  effect  to  wildlife  in  the  area.  However,  use 
by  snowmobiles  during  severe  winter  weather  may  displace  white-tailed  deer 
from  low-elevation  winter  range  (especially  on  FS  road  9714  between  9745 
and  498).  Leaving  this  portion  of  the  route  "brushed-in"  may  provide  a 
low  elevation  area  for  white- tailed  deer  to  use  during  severe  winter 
weather . 

Suggested  alternate  route:  the  informal  cut-across  between  FS  roads 
9722  and  9711  -  a.  lofi^coJ?  AjLf^r^AfxVt  -h    pi  '^7r¥   b*,tt*^c4^    A5  f7Vi'^*»^  ^98. 

Other  mitigation  measures  (such  as  signing;  trail  restrictions; 
etc. )   None 

iy        Approved  with  above-mentioned  mitigation  measures. 
Not  approved  as  submitted 


l^!lM^>^A:^nc^  ^.^ :^//i/i^ 


Regional  Wildlife  Biologist      Date      Regional  Parks  Manager 
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•ICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


►  5.  FISHA^/ILDLIFE 

Will  The  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
fv1itigated° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

f^inor° 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Daterioration  of  critical  fish  or  wildlife  habitat? 

)^ 

>^ 

b.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  game  animals 
or  bird  species? 

V- 

c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  nongame 
species? 

y^ 

d.  Introduction  of  new  species  into  an  area? 

y 

e.  Creation  of  a  barrier  lo  the  migration  or  movement  of 
animals? 

1- 

r 

1>4l^'L 

f.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

^ 

g.  Increase  in  conditions  that  stress  wildlife  populauons  or 
limit  abundance  (including  harassment,  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human  activity)? 

^ 

r 

^d^-y^ 

h.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  be  performed  in  any  area 
in  which  T&E  species  are  present,  and  will  the  project 
affect  any  T&E  species  or  their  habitat?    (Also  see  5f) 

^or  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  introduce  or  expon  any 
^l^ies  not  presently  or  historically  occurring  in  the 
receiving  location?    (Also  see  5d) 

i.  Other: 

fjarrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (AtToch  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


6.  NOISE/ELECTRICAL  EFFECTS 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Common; 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor  ° 

Potentially 
SIgnificent 

a.  Increases  in  existing  noise  levels? 

7< 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to  serve  or  nuisance  noise  levels? 

^ 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic  or  electromagnetic  effects 
that  could  be  detrimental  to  human  health  or  property? 

X 

d.  Interference  with  radio  or  television  reception  and 
operation? 

?^ 

e.  Other: 

N9"ative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  imoe: 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  descnption  addressing  the  items  identiTied  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  ar>d  respond  on  the  checklist.   Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  tioniflcant  impacts. 

-   •'~-  ■'•■■•  ■-  •!--  =i  ~. .■.-.. J.  .r.yj  .n-i,,rin  documentetjon  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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SNOWMOBILE  GROOMING  PROGRAM  KC042.96 

Regional  Wildlife  Clearance  2/14/96 

X Existing  Trail  System  (attach  map  highlighting  expansion) 

Trail  Expansion  (attach  map  highlighting  expansion) 

New  Trail  System  (attach  map  highlighting  expansion) 


Desert  Mountain  Area   (yellow  highlighted) 

Are  there  any  wildlife  concerns? 

Winter  Range:  Snow  depth  preclude  ungulate  use  during  severe  winter  weather. 
However,  the  area  supplies  transitional  winter  range  for  elk  and  deer.  Elk  and 
deer  movement  was  noted  on  the  southwest  facing  slope  above  FS  road  1614  and  road 
1615,  respectively.  Moose  tracks  were  observed  throughout  the  area;  concentrated 
use  was  present  on  FS  road  1615,  south  and  east  of  Emery  Hill.  Several  sets  of 
coyote  tracks  and  one  cougar  track  were  also  observed.  Tracks  of  other  forest 
carnivores,  notably  lynx,  fisher  and  wolverine,  were  not  observed. 

Travel  Corridor:  Most  of  the  Desert  Mountain  snowmobile  route  is  in  south  (Emery 
Creek)  and  west  facing  drainages  (Abbot  Creek).  Use  as  a  winter  movement 
corridor  from  Glacier  National  Park  is  not  likely  because  a  7500  elevation  ridge 
separates  this  drainage  from  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Flathead  River. 

Other :  Snowmobile  use  is  not  restricted  in  the  surrounding  area  and  the  Desert 
Mountain  route  receives  moderate  to  heavy  snowmobile  use.  The  current  amount  of 
use  may  actually  be  displacing  some  ungulates  from  transitional  quality  winter 
range.  Indeed,  the  areas  currently  receiving  greater  use  by  deer  and  moose  were 
along  a  "brushed-in"  portion  of  the  route  (FS  road  1615  which  connects  FS  roads 
1048  and  497A)  that  was  being  used  less  by  snowmobiles.  There  are  alternate 
routes  which  people  are  currently  using  instead  of  road  1615,  and  while  some 
level  of  clearing  will  be  necessary  for  continued  use  by  snow-mobiles,  minimizing 
brush  clearing  width  may  provide  some  benefits  to  wildlife. 

Summary  of  Wildlife  Concerns:  The  proposed  action  does  not  currently 
appear  to  pose  a  significant  adverse  effect  for  wildlife  in  the  area. 
However,  existing  levels  of  snowmobile  use  may  be  displacing  wildlife  from 
transitional  winter  range  and  minimum  brush  clearing  widths  along  some 
roads  (especially  the  lower  portion  of  FS  road  1615)  may  provide  eui  area 
for  wildlife  to  use  during  moderate  winter  weather. 

Suggested  alternate  route:  none 

Other  mitigation  measures  (such  as  signing;  trail  restrictions; 
etc, )   see  above  summary  of  wildlife  concerns 

L^     Approved  with  above-mentioned  mitigation  measures. 
Not  approved  as  submitted 


ional  Wildlife  Biologist      Date 


Regional  Wildlife  Biologist      Date      Regional  Parks  Manager 
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SICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


►  5.  FISH/WILDLIFE 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT ° 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown  ° 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Deterioration  of  critical  fish  or  wildlife  habitat? 

1 

b.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  game  aninnals 
or  bird  species? 

c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  nongome 
species? 

d.  Introduction  of  new  species  Into  an  area? 

e.  Creetion  of  a  barrier  to  the  migration  or  movement  of 
animals? 

f.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

g.  Increase  in  conditions  that  stress  wildlife  populations  or 
limit  abundance  (including  harasament,  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human  activity)? 

h.  *  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  oroiect  be  oerformad  in  any  area 
in  which  T&E  species  are  present,  and  will  the  project 
affect  any  T&E  apacies  or  their  habitat?    (Also  see  5f| 

♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  proiect  introduce  or  axoon  anv 
^  jcies  not  presently  or  historically  occurring  in  the 
receiving  location?    (Also  see  5d) 

i.  Other: 

^ 

Narrative  Oescnption  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


6.  NOISE/ELECTRICAL  EFFECTS 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated  ° 

Commeni 
Index 

Unknown" 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Increases  in  existing  noise  levels? 

y 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to  serve  or  nuisance  noise  levels? 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic  or  alectromagnetic  effects 
that  could  be  detrimental  to  human  health  or  property? 

/ 

d.  Interference  with  radio  or  television  reception  and 
operation? 

.1, 

e.  Other: 

Vi 

., 

Narrative  Descnption  end  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additionel  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


♦ 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

hes  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  e  nerretive  descnption  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  ar>d  respond  on  the  checklist.    Describe  any  minor  or  potenbally  significant  impacts. 

Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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P.O.  Box  507 
Trego,  MT,  59934 
ph.  (406)  882-4697 
Ref :TT33.96 

February  15,  1996 


TO:   Wayne  Worthington 

FROM:   Tim  Thier,  FWP  Biologist 

SUBJECT:   Comments  on  Snowmobile  Grooming  E.A's  and  proposed 
expansions  for  the  Canyon  Creek,  Olney,  and  Mount 
Marston  areas . 


Recently  I  was  sent  several  maps  and  E.A  comment  forms  and  asked 
to  respond  to  ongoing  and  proposed  grooming  activities  in  the 
Canyon  Creek,  Olney,  and  Mount  Marston  areas.  No  specifics  were 
provided  such  as  grooming  frequency,  expected  use  of  peripheral 
areas,  dates  of  operation,  etc.  Due  to  this  lack  of  detail,  I  am 
forced  to  respond  in  more  general  terms . 

Generally,  I  perceive  the  impact  of  snowmobile  grooming  on 
wildlife  to  be  minor,  especially  when  conducted  away  from 
ungulate  winter  ranges.  However,  final  authority  on  determining 
the  impacts  of  activities  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  species 
rests  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  Following  are 
comments  specific  to  each  area: 

Canyon  Creek: 

Neither  I  nor  the  local  game  warden  (Floyd  Thomas)  are  aware  of 
any  significant  impacts  the  current  grooming  program  has  on 
wildlife  in  the  Canyon  Creek  area.  Moose  are  occasionally 
encountered  in  the  lower  elevations,  but  the  groomed  trails  are 
not  known  to  intersect  any  important  winter  areas  for  any 
ungulate  species. 

Grizzly  bears,  bald  eagles  and  wolves  occupy  this  area  and  are 
currently  listed  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  under  ESA 
as  Threatened  or  Endangered.  This  area  is  also  occupied  by 
Sensitive  species  (as  identified  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service)  such 
as  wolverine,  lynx,  boreal  owls  and  fisher.  In  my  opinion,  the 
impacts  associated  with  snowmobile  grooming  on  threatened, 
endangered  or  sensitive  wildlife  would  be  minor  to  nonexistamt, 
especially  for  wolves  and  bald  eagles. 


Concerns  about,  the  impacts  of  snowmobiles  on  denning  grizzly 
bears  has  been  expressed  by  biologists  and  others.  Although  the 
potential  exists  for  snowmobile  use  associated  with  grooming  to 
displace  grizzly  bears  from  their  winter  dens,  I  am  unaware  that 
this  has  ever  been  documented.  Various  research  studies  in 
northwest  Montana  indicate  that  grizzly  bears  normally  den  in 
areas  inaccessible  to  snowmobiles.  Concern  has  also  been 
expressed  about  the  disturbing  effects  of  snowmobiles  on  grizzly 
bears  after  they  leave  their  dens  in  early  spring.  Again,  I 
believe  the  opportunities  for  conflict,  are  minimal  due  to  the 
fact,  grizzly  bears  prefer  open,  southern  exposures  -  areas 
generally  not  suitable  for  snowmobile  use. 

Among  species  listed  as  Sensitive,  potential  exists  that 
snowmobile  use  may  cause  female  wolverines  to  abaindon  or  relocate 
their  natal  dens  to  less  disturbed  areas .  The  extent  to  which 
this  might  occur  within  the  Canyon  Creek  area  is  unknown,  but 
conceivably  could  be  a  problem.  Current  research  in  Idaho  is 
addressing  this  and  other  issues.  Lynx  are  generally  unaffected 
because  they  prefer  dense  habitat  where  snowshoe  hares  are  more 
common. 

Olnev: 

The  same  T  &  E   and  Sensitive  species  described  for   Canyon  Creek 

exist  in  the  Olney  area.  My  opinion  on  the  effects  of  grooming  on 

these  and  other  species  is  the  same.  Again,  I   defer  to  the  U.S. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service   as  the  final   authority  on  all   T  &  E 

species. 

Mount  Marston/Fitzsimmons  Creek  Expansion: 

The  same  T  &  E  and  Sensitive  species  described  for  Canyon  Creek 
exist  in  the  Mount  Marston/Fitzsimmons  Creek  Expansion,  with  the 
inclusion  of  harlequin  ducks  as  a  Sensitive  Species.  My  opinion 
on  the  effects  of  grooming  on  these  and  other  species  is  the  same 
as  before.  A  few  mule  deer  may  occasionally  be  seen  along  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Stillwater  River  north  of  Bull  Lake  during 
the  winter  months,  but  this  area  is  generally  not  considered 
winter  range . 

I  am  not  aware  of  anyone  currently  trapping  within  the  proposed 
expansion  area.  With  periodic  grooming,  trapping  pressures  could 
be  expected  to  increase.  This  could  lead  to  increased  legal  and 
illegal  harvest  of  f urbearers . 

One  concern  I  have  with  the  expansion  is  with  human  safety.  While 
snowmobiling  in  the  West  Fork  of  Swift  Creek  in  early  January,  I 
encountered  a  broad  area  where  snow  had  slid  across  the  trail. 
This  area  lies  within  Section  12  Township  24  Range  2k.  Similar 
topographic  features  in  Fitzsimmons  Creek  may  warrant  concern 
there  as  well.  This  threat  to  human  safety  should  be  addressed  in 
this  and  any  future  E.A.  for  the  area. 

Hopefully  these  comments  will  clarify  my  position.  Let  me  know  if 
I  can  be  of  any  further  assistance. 


^' 
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P.O.  EcM  5C7 
Trego.  MT.  5  99  3  4- 
ph.  (iiOb)  882-4-697 
Ref :TT2  6. 96 

December  14-.  1995 


TO:   Wayne  Wort.hingt.on 

FROM:   Tim  Thier,  FW?  Biologist 

SUBJECT:     "Jpda-ce  on   3/17/95  coTjner 
mobile  issues  in  "che  Ten  La 


»  —  -3  — —  -i.  —  *!- 
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r.ar^:ier  _  orrerea  ccmmen-s  on  wna~  I  believec  ~ne  pczen":.; 
impac"  on  wildlife  would  be  due  ~o  -he  grooming  of  roads  in  ~J: 
Ten  Lakes  Area.  Az  this  -ime  I  would  like  -o  expound  on  -ho; 
commen"CS  and  have  segregated  my  comm.en-s  by  species  : 

"^rz-zzl"''  Bears  * 


Gr.LZcly  bears  use  -he  .en  Lakes  Area   and  may 
The  effec— 3  of  snowmobiles  on  grizzly  bear  use  of  -he 
rlear.  bu-   probably  no-  grea*.  I  was   personal  1 
nzzly  bear   and  black   bear  researo.-.   f  cr  over 


avaiancne  cnu-es .  r-xcep-ions   were 
ver'-'  s  — ee—  slo'^es  wi— h  avalanche  oz 
eieva-ion   slones  near   "he  head  o: 


roncuciv- 


•icmg  or  snowm 


^*^  .;  T 


Although  bears  may  leave  "he  den  si-e  ioy  early  April  ,  lz 
usually  early  May  for  females  wi-h  cues.  Cnce  rhey  leave  ~r.e 
den.  bears  normally  move  to  open.  sou-hern  slopes  -ha"  s 
generally  free  of  snow.  Once  again,  rhese  are  no-  areas  cne  wou 
normally  expecc  snowmobiles.  As  s-ared  earlier,  I  a.m  nc-  aware 
any  instances  where  snowmobilers  have  displaced  grizzly  bea 
from  rheir  den  in  "zhe  Ten  LcLkes  area  or  elsewhere. 


-Z  zs  my  opinion  -naz  -ne  tnreaz.  posec  cy  snowmoci.ers 
bears  in  -he  Ten  Lakes  area  is  minimal.  I  am  much  mere  zonrerr 
abouz.  -he  welfare  of  grizzly  bears  during  the  remainder  of  : 
year  -  when  they  interact  wiz.h  people  living  in  z.heir  spr: 
range,  with  hunters,  hikers  and  campers  in  zhe  backcounzry.  Sir 
grizzly  bears  are   currently   listed  as   "Threatened"  under  : 


:ce 


r-ndangered   Specie; 


Act,    final    decision 


;n 


this   mazt-er    ocvious-^ 
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movements.  I  also  examined  a  recen~ly  published  bock  er.^i-led. 
"Mar -ens ,  Sables,  and  Fishers:  biology  and  conser-/ar.ion"  edi*ed 
by  Buskirk,  Harestad,  Raphael  and  Powell  (1994).  Thir-y  papers 
are  presented,  again  none  of  ~hem  dealing  wit.h  the  effec-s  of 
human  disturbance.  Several  o~her  sources  were  examined,  =11  wi-h 
similar  results.  The  only  reference  I  could  find  was  in  a 
publicauion  entitled  "The  Scien~ific  Basis  for  Conserving  Feres- 
Carnivores  (American  Marten.  Fisher.  Lyn:<.  and  wolverine)  in  the 
Wesuern  United  States"  by  Ruggiero,  Aubry,  Buskirk,  Lyon  and 
Zielenski  (1994-).  In  it,  Hornocker  and  Hash  (1981)  are  cized  as 
suggesting  that  hxjman  access  or  all-~errain  vehicles  in  winter 
and  early  spring  could  cause  behavioral  disturbances. 

In  December  of  1994' ,  I  attended  a  workshop  on  Fores*  Carnivores 
held  in  Kalispell  that  was  attended  by  researchers  and  managers 
from  throughouTi  -he  Pacific  Nor-hwest.  There,  Jeff  Copeland 
described  his  research  on  wolverines  near  Boise,  ID.  He  described 
how  females  wi-oh  young  appeared  especially  susceptible  lo  human 
dis-urbance .  This  was  demons-ra-ed  by  approaching  der.  =L~es  on 
skis,  only  zo  have  -he  females  m>ove  "heir  young  ~o  another  area. 
The  assump-ion  is  made  rhaT:  a  similar  cr  grea-er  responses  could 
be  expec-ed  wi-h  snowmobiles,  while  "his  may  be  true,  I  have  no- 
seen  anything  published. 

I  recall  Copeland  s-a-ing  -ha-  female  wolverines  on  his  Boise 
s-udy  area  tended  "o  den  in  boulder  fields  upslope  frc.m  areas 
where  ungula-es  win-ered.  ThaT:  being  "he  case.  I  would  ex-pec- 
wolverines  -c  den  m.ore  in  the  heads  of  drainages  along  zne  ves- 
face  of  —he  Ten  Dakes  area  — han  in  —he  in— ericr.  Bxam^les  w'ouli 
be  the  head   of  Black-ail,  Indian,  Sinclair   and  Iriffizh  3reekc . 

'■      far 

jceivi 


_-   13   im.?or-an-  ~z      no-e  ma-   -nis   pas"  vm-er .   _  r-5rscni:__-.- 

observed  where  3.~  leas-  one  and  prooably  zwo  wolverines  crossed  = 
groomed  and  heavily  used  snowmobile  trail  near  Upper  /Tnitefish 
Lake  eight  times  in  a  si-r-c  mile  s— re-ch.  A  week  earlier,  I 
obser^/ed  fresh  wolverine  tracks  from  probably  a  "hird-.  larger 
individual  crossing  the  same  trail  several  -imes .  While  none  cf 
-hese  involved  females  wi-h  young,  i"  does  demons-rare  some  level 
tolerance  of  snowTaobiles  and  groomed  trails  by  =-  least  some 
wolverines. 

Due  -0  -he  lack  of  published  informa-ion  and  -he  lack  cf  analysis 
in  the  E.A.  on  total  snowmobile  use  in  the  Ten  Lakes  and 
surro-unding  area,  this  is  a  difficult  issue  to  address.  The  Z.A. 
addresses  only  the  grooming  of  "he  -rail  and  no-  off --rail  use. 
which  undoub-edly  increases  with  grooming.  Perhaps  a  more 
derailed  examination  of  the  amoun-  and  location  of  cff-rrail  use 
is  warranted  before  any  conclusions  abour.  ~he  effects  cf 
snowmobiles  on  denning  female  wolverines  can  be  made. 

Lvn:< :  As  wirh  wolverines  and  fishers,  the  U.S.  Foresr  Ser'-'ic^ 
also  regards  the  lynx  as  a  sensitive   species.  Tracks  cf  lynjc  ar^ 
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SNOWMOBILE  TOURISM: 
The  Potential  Effect 
on  the  Economy  of 

Flathead  County,  Montana 

Paul  R.  Beckley 

Forest  Economist 

Flathead  National  Forest 

Kalispell,  MT  59901 


INTRODUCTION 

Economic  aeveiopment  and  diversification 
a-e  concerns  ;o'  many  communities,  esoecially 
tnose  v/nich  rnave  relied  neaviiy  on  one  or  two 
industries  io'  tneir  economic  well-being,  in 
resDonse  to  tne  need  tor  diversification,  many 
regions  nave  anemsted  to  oeveioo  tneir  tourism 
noustr.'  as  a  complement  to  tneir  traditions; 
economic  oase.  The  Fiatheaa  count>>'  area  of 
nortnwestern  Montana  with  its  historical 
Dependence  on  the  wood  products  industry  and 
aluminum  refining  is  no  exception  to  this  scenario. 

Since  economic  development  funds  are 
scarce,  regions  need  to  know  the  relative  impacts 
of  promoting  different  forms  of  tourism  or  some 
otner  potential  basic  industry'. 

A  recent  surge  in  tourism  in  the  Flathead 
County  area  has  resulted  from  a  statewide  effort 
to  market  the  state's  high  quality  recreation 
environment.  Tourism  in  Flathead  County  increased 
'4°/o  per  year  from  1988  through  1992  and  now 
reoresents  13%  of  the  basic  economy  (Polzin, 
1993).  Despite  tne  increase  in  tourism, 
unemployment  remains  high,  household  income 
IS  far  below  the  national  average  and  the  sought 


after  economic  diversity  is  still  lacking  in  many 
communities.  One  sucn  community  is  Columoia 
Falls  whicn  has  been  highly  dependent  on  tne 
v^ooa  and  aluminum  products  industries.  In  a 
recent  attempt  to  introduce  more  diversity  into 
their  economy  a  local  oeveiopment  committee 
and  tne  Chamber  of  Commerce  nave  orescnoec 
oeveioping  a  non-resiaent  snowmobiiing  industry 
as  a  goal  in  their  economic  develooment  strateg 
fCFEDC,1992). 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  estimate  the 
economic  effects  of  different  levels  of  non-residen: 
snowmobiiing  on  the  Flathead  County  area.  Effects 
are  measured  in  terms  of  employment  and  income 
generated.  Results  are  reported  for  all  economic 
sectors  presently  existing  in  the  county.  Effects 
on  the  unemployment  rate  and  household  income 
are  also  discussed. 


METHODOLOGY 

Estimation  of  the  direct,  indirect,  and  induceo 
effects  of  potential  snowmobiler  visits  requires 
data  on  expenditures  made  by  visitors  within  the 
region  of  interest.  The  best  expenditure  data 
available  for  non-resident  tourists  is  collected  by 


the  Institute  for  Tourism  and  Recreation  Research 
at  the  University  of  Montana,  as  part  of  the  Montana 
Travel  Survey.  The  resulting  data  base  includes 
data  from  snowmobiler  spending  as  well  as  various 
demographic  data  for  out-of-state  visitors. 

For  purposes  of  this  study  the  data  base  was 
searched  to  identify  only  those  visitors  that  were 
primarily  attracted  to  Montana  for  the  purpose  of 
snowmobiling.  Their  spending  habits  along  with 
other  characteristics  were  summarized  for  further 
analysis  (Christianson,  1993).  For  analysis 
purposes  it  was  assumed  that  snowmobile  visitor 
spending  in  Flathead  County  would  be 
approximately  the  same  in  amount  and  character 
as  it  would  be  on  a  state-wide  basis. 

The  economic  impact  of  visitor  spending  was 
determined  with  the  aid  of  the  Micro-IMPLAN 
system.  Mirco-IMPLAN  is  a  microcomputer  program 
that  constructs  regional  input-output  accounts 
and  models.  It  was  developed  by  the  USDA  Forest 
Service,  USDI  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  and 
the  University  of  Minnesota  to  assist  the  Forest 
Service  in  its  land  management  planning  efforts.  It 
is  now  used  widely  for  all  types  of  economic  impact 
analysis. 


goods  and  services  in  the  local  impact  region. 
The  impacts  of  visitor  spending  on  local  economic 
growth  were  estimated  considering  only 
expenditures  made  within  the  local  impact  region 
by  visitors  living  outside  of  the  local  impact  regions. 
For  purposes  of  this  analysis  'non-residenf  visitors 
are  those  that  live  outside  Flathead  County. 
Expenditures  by  residents  living  within  the  local 
impact  region  were  excluded  from  the  economic 
impact  analysis  since  they  do  not  represent  an 
infusion  of  outside  dollars. 


RESULTS 

Snowmobiler  expenditures 

The  Montana  Travel  Survey  analysis  indicated 
that  non-resident  snowmobilers  spend  an  average 
of  S66.30  per  person  per  day  while  in  Montana  . 
For  analysis  purposes  it  was  assumed  that 
non-resident  snowmobilers  visiting  Flathead 
County  would  spend  approximately  the  same 
amount  during  their  stay.  Expenditures  were 
grouped  in  categories  that  were  conducive  to 
analysis  in  the  Micro-IMPLAN  system  (see  Figure 
11. 


The  Micro-IMPLAN  system  consists  of  a 
nationwide,  county  level  data  set  that  describes 
economic  characteristics  of  a  county  (e.g.,  total 
gross  output,  employment,  population),  software 
modules  for  constructing  non-survey  based 
input-output  models  for  user  defined  regions,  and 
software  models  for  estimating  direct,  indirect, 
and  induced  effects  of  changes  in  final  demand 
for  commodities.  The  model  uses  technical 
coefficients  (e.g.,  production  functions)  from  the 
national  input-output  model  developed  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Commerce  (Palmer  and  Siverts, 
1985). 

In  this  study,  changes  in  final  demand  are 
represented  by  snowmobile  visitor  expenditures. 
Spending  in  a  local  impact  region  by  snowmobile 
visitors  who  live  outside  the  region  (county)  results 
in  an  exogenous  increase  in  the  final  demand  for 
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It  was  found  that  almost  all  visitors  stay  in 
motels  or  hotels  and  eat  in  restaurants  while  they 
are  here.  A  few  visitors  will  stay  with  friends  or 
relatives.  For  this  reason  expenditures  for  food 
and  lodging  comprise  about  half  of  the  total 
expenditures.  The  remainder  of  expenditures 
consist  mainly  of  items  such  as  gasoline, 
entertainment,  and  retail  goods. 

Economic  impacts 

The  potential  economic  impacts  from  increases 
in  non-resident  snowmobiler  spending  in  Flathead 
County  were  determined  using  the  fvlicro-IMPL^N 
system  as  described  above.  The  system  determines 
impacts  in  terms  of  the  following  economic 
variables: 

-  Final  Demand 

-  Total  Industrial  Output 

-  Employee  Compensation  Income 

-  Property  Income 

-  Total  Income 

-  Total  Value  Added 

-  Number  of  Jobs 


Figure  2  -  Employment  generated  by 
non-resident  snowmobiler  spending. 
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These  impacts  measured  by  the  economic 
variables  listed  above,  are  determined  for  all  149 
industry  sectors  present  in  the  Flathead  County 
economy.  The  study  also  shows  the  results  in 
terms  of  direct,  indirect,  induced,  and  total  effects. 
However,  in  an  effort  to  simplify  the  display  of 
results  in  this  report  we  will  concentrate  the 
discussion  on  changes  in  the  number  of  jobs  and 
employee  compensation  for  direct  and  total 
changes.  Table  1  at  the  end  of  the  report  will 
show  the  results  in  more  detail. 


As  can  be  seen  in  figure  2,  for  each  10 
thousand  visitor  days  there  will  be  approximately 
21  direct  jobs  and  33  total  jobs  created.  These 
jobs  will  arise  in  the  industry  groups  as  shown  in 
fiaure  3. 


Figure  2  shows  the  number  of  jobs  generated 
by  increases  of  up  to  20  thousand  non-resident 
snowmobilers  to  Flathead  County. 


Figure  3  -  Total  Jobs  created  per  ten  thousand 
non-resident  snomobiler  visitor  days. 
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~nes9  economic  gains  can  also  be  expresscc 
in  terms  o'  increases  in  wage  income  (Table  1). 
"he  largest  gamer  in  new  ioos  and  wage  income 
:s  ine  general  retail  grouo  v/nicn  inciuaes  ciothinc 
enc  grocery  stores,  gas  stations,  and  otner  retai: 
establishments  that  are  not  recreation  oriented,  I; 
must  be  kept  in  mind  that  not  only  do  tne 
non-resident  visitors  buy  goods  in  the  retail 
estaolishments,  but  so  do  the  businesses  that 
they  patronize.  Also,  the  people  that  work  for 
these  businesses  spend  their  wages  for  local 
goods  and  services. 

Another  interesting,  but  not  surprising 
characteristic,  is  the  low  average  per  job  wages 
resulting  from  this  increase  in  tourism.  The  annual 
wages  vary  from  a  low  of  S7,000  per  year  in  the 
restaurant  business  to  525,000  per  year  in  the 
transportation  business.  The  lack  of  higher  paying 
jobs  and  the  abundance  of  lov/  paying  jobs  result 
in  an  average  of  only  511,750  per  year.  This  is 
substantially  below  the  current  per  capita  income 
in  Flathead  County  estimated  at  517,000, 


DISCUSSION 

For  the  above  information  to  be  of  meaningful 
assistance  in  decision  making,  it  must  be  put  in 
perspective.  The  first  assumption  must  be  in  regard 
to  the  anticipated  size  of  the  potential  non-resident 
snowmobile  industry  in  Flathead  County.  At  the 
present  time  approximately  20,000  visitors  per 
year  make  their  way  to  Montana  and  spend  an 
average  of  5  days  per  trip  resulting  in  approximately 
100,000  visitor  days  (f^DFWP,  1993).  f^uch  of  this 
occurs  in  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  area. 
However,  when  considering  the  number  of 
non-resident  visitors  to  come  to  Flathead  County, 
Montanans  from  other  counties  must  be  included 
as  well  as  out-of-staters.  Future  growth  in  the 
industry  must  also  be  considered.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  the  number  of  fvlontanans 
particioating  in  snowmobiiing  will  increase  by  14"c 
between  the  years  1985  and  2000  (fvlcCool  et  ai. 
1987). 

Considering  the  above  facts,  it  would  seem 
reasonable  to  use  an  estimate  of  20.000  visitor 
days(5.000  visitors  for  an  average  stay  of  5  aavs- 
to  Flatnead  County  for  purposes  of  comoansor,. 
This  would  result  in  visitor  spending  of 
aoproximately  Si. 3  million  dollars.  Tnis  can  oe 
compared  to  the  total  tounsm  spending  in  Flatneac 
County  of  5137  million  dollars  in  1992  (FCVA 
1993).  Visitor  spending  in  tne  oownhill  skiing 
inojstry  in  Flathead  County  in  1992  v/as  estirr.ate- 
:o  De  525  million  dollars  with  average  aaiiy 
exoendltures  of  S125  per  skier  (U3DA.1993i. 

The  generation  of  joos  and  income  follows 
the  same  pattern  as  non-resident  spending. 
Non-resident  snowmobiiing  would  produce 
approximately  67  total  jobs  and  5765  thousano 
dollars  in  total  wage  income.  This  would  be 
equivalent  to  an  estimated  1.1%  of  the  total  wage 
income  generated  by  pnmary  aluminum 
manufacturing  in  Flathead  County  (Beckley,  1993i. 
Visitor  levels  less  or  greater  than  20,000  visitor 
days  would  produce  effects  linearly  proportionate 
to  the  effects  reported  above.  Figure  2  can  be 
used  to  determine  the  levels  of  employment 
generated  for  visitor  levels  less  than  20,000. 

The  effects  of  non-resident  snowmobiiing  on 
economic  statistics  such  as  unemployment  and 
per  capita  income  are  uncertain.  If  it  is  assumed 
that  all  the  new  jobs  would  be  filled  by  currently 


unemployed  members  of  the  work  force  there 
would  be  an  increase  of  approximately  $25  in  per 
capita  income  and  a  reduction  of  2  tenths  of  one 
percent  in  the  unemployment  rate.  Household 
income  would  increase  by  approximately  S55  per 
household.  If  the  assumption  is  made  that  all  the 
jobs  will  be  filled  by  new  residents,  per  capita  and 
household  income  will  decrease  and  the 
unemployment  rate  will  remain  unchanged.  The 
most  probable  situation  is  that  some  of  the  jobs 
will  be  filled  by  new  residents,  some  by  current 
residents  not  members  of  the  wori<force,  and  the 
remainder  filled  by  members  of  the  workforce 
both  presently  employed  and  unemployed. 
Because  of  the  low  wages,  many  of  these  people 
will  be  young  and  members  of  households  that 
already  have  at  least  one  member  employed.  The 
probable  result  will  be  downward  pressure  on  per 
capita  income,  a  possible  increase  in  household 
income  and  a  slight  reduction  in  the  unemployment 
rate.  However,  none  of  these  changes  will  be 
separately  observable  in  normally  availaole 
economic  data  because  of  their  relatively  small 
size  and  the  obscuring  effect  of  mucn  larger 
movements  in  the  overall  area  economv. 


CONCLUSION 

■As  exolainec  anove,  ine  aeveiooment  of  i 
non-resiaen:  snowmoDiie  ir',::us:rv'  m  "iatneac 


County  fvlontana  would  have  some  positive 
contributions  to  the  local  economy  in  terms  of 
employment  and  wage  income.  However,  these 
contributions  would  be  relatively  small.  The  biggest 
gainers  would  be  young  people  who  are  just 
entering  the  work  force  and  not  in  need  of  large 
wages,  and  people  supplementing  household 
income  such  as  spouses  returning  to  the  work 
force.  Because  of  the  abundance  of  part  time 
employment  in  these  industries  people  such  as 
students,  retirees  and  second  household  members 
v/ill  benefit.  Also  benefitting  will  be  those  people 
who  choose  to  have  several  part  time  jobs  rather 
than  a  single  full  time  job  or  those  people  that 
have  summer  jobs  and  need  jobs  during  the  winter.. 
Local  business  revenues  should  increase  and 
hopefully  profits  will  follow. 

However,  the  potential  non-resident 
snowmobile  industry  will  have  little  in  the  v/ay  c: 
compensating  efrect  for  possible  reductions  in  tne 
aluminum  or  wood  products  manufacturing 
industries.  These  industhes  are  so  large  in 
comparison  to  even  the  most  ootimistic 
exoectations  for  non-resident  snov/mobiling  x-,z: 
any  cnanges  in  the  economy  from  increasec 
visrtors  v/ould  oe  unoDservaole  in  terms  of  finsr.c.a 
well  beinc 
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Table  1  -  Economic  Effects  of  Non-resident  Snowmobiling  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 


TOTAL  EFFECTS 

(Per 

10  Tfiousand  Visitor  Days) 

Employee  Comp 

Property 

Total  PoW 

Total  Value 

Employment 

Industry 

Final  Demand 

TIO 

Income 

Income 

Income 

Added 

Number 

(MM$) 

(MMS) 

(MMS) 

((MMS) 

(MMS) 

(MMS) 

of  Jobs 

Agriculture 

.001 

.005 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.1 

Mining 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.0 

Construction 

.000 

.010 

.002 

.002 

.004 

.004 

.1 

Manufacturing 

.003 

.016 

.001 

.001 

.004 

.004 

.0 

Transport  and  Utilit 

.029 

.121 

.025 

.039 

.067 

.074 

1.0 

Wholesale  Trade 

.022 

.042 

.016 

.007 

.023 

.030 

.7 

Recr  Related  Retail 

.153 

.153 

.049 

.037 

.086 

.089 

4.9 

Retail  Trade 

.439 

.595 

.167 

.192 

.361 

.396 

12.2 

Hotel  &  Lodge  Plac 

.165 

.166 

.060 

.027 

.086 

.094 

5.9 

Eat  &  Drink  Places 

.191 

.199 

.050 

.028 

.078 

.090 

7.1 

Gov't  and  Other 

.018 

.029 

.013 

.000 

.015 

.015 

.6 

Total 

1.021 

1.336 

.383 

.333 

.724 

.796 

32.6 

DIRECT  EFFECTS 

(Pe 

r  10  Thousand  Visitor  Days) 

Employee  Como 

Property 

Total  PoW 

Total  Value 

Employment 

Industry 

Final  Demand 

TIO 

Income 

Income 

Income 

Added 

Number 

1 

1 

(MMS) 

(MMS) 

(MMS) 

((MMS) 

(MMS) 

(MMS) 

of  Jobs 

Agriculture 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.0 

Mining 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.c 

Construction 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.c 

Manufacturing 

.000 

.000  . 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.0 

Transport  and  Utilit 

.032 

.002 

.000 

.001 

.001 

.001 

.0 

Wholesale  Trade 

.030 

.000 

.000 

.030 

.000 

.000 

.0 

Recr  Related  Retail 

.150 

.150 

.048 

.037 

,084 

.088 

4  8 

Retail  Trade 

.184 

.184 

.072 

.034 

.107 

.111 

4.8 

Hotel  &  Lodge  Plac 

.164 

.164 

.059 

.026 

.085 

.093 

58 

£at  &  Drink  Places 

.163 

.163 

.041 

.023 

.064 

.074 

5.8 

Gov't  and  Other 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.0 

Total 

.663 

.663 

.220 

.121 

.341 

.367 

21.2 

